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jitStORICAL ACCODNT 
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GREAT LEVEL 
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T O 

H I S G R A C E, 

FRANCIS, DUKE of BEDFORD. 

- May it pleqfe your Graces 



T, 



HERE are generally 
two modes of penning a 
Dedication ; the one to ex- 
tol the high, the exalted, 
and the mofl fublime qua- 
lifications of the perfon, to 
whom any work is addref- 
fed; whole pourtrait muft 
be drawn in the ftile and 
attitude of a General, a 
Hero, or a Demigod ; tho' 

at 
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DEDICATION. 

t the fame time, the poor 
lan may be known to be 
ne of the mofl defpicable 
haraders of the age, in 
rivate Hfe: The other is, 
) advertife the Reader of 
le beauties, the excellen- 
;s, and the interefling 
erfeftions of the work, 
lat is laid before him; and 
jnfequently he muft be 
tacitly fuppofed to be a 
mofl competent judge of 
that work; though at the 
fame time, the poor man 
may be known to be fo il- 
literate, as not to under- 
ftand a lingle fyllable of the 
fubjed 
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DEDICATION. T 

fubjeft,' which was fo hap^ 
pily addreffed to him. 

Now there is fomething 
fo- difingenuous in both 
thefe methods of Dedicati- 
on, that the Editor of the 
following Sheets has total- 
ly declined them; and has 
ventured boldly to affert, 
becaufe he can affert it with 
Truth, that the extenfive 
Property, which Your 
Grace poffeffes in the Great 
Bedford Level, was, and 
is, the fole caufe, that na- 
turally and vifibly called 
upon him to requeft the fa- 
vour of prefixing Your 
Grace's 
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yi DEDICATION. 

Grace's Name to die La- 
bours of a man, who had 
employed the greateft part 
of his life in fludies of this 
nature, in Works of Im- 
banking and Draining. 

Permit me then only to 
obferve, that many Soci- 
eties have been formed, 
and Corporations eftablifli- 
ed, for carrying on Works 
of this kind; that feveral 
Plans have been propofed, 
and numberlefs Reports 
have been made:, for this 
purpofe; and that this ve- 
ry Author himfelf has been 
employed by Your Grace's 
moft 
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bfcDICATION. tH 

ttloft Noble and Worthy 
Anceftor, his Grace, John, 
late Duke of Bedford, who 
gave him commiffion, and" 
commanded him to com- 
pleat that Cut, which reach- 
es from Wifbeach River 
End, where the Great Dam 
was made, to Gunthorp 
fluice, thence to a place 
near Peter's point, above 
Sutton Wafliway, which 
has totally drained all the 
NORTH LEVEL. 

Let: me now humbly 
hope, that the Prodiidions 
of fuch a Pen will be ac- 
ceptable; and, that they 
may 
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»1» : DEDICATION, 

may merit Yoqr Grace's 
attention, and deferve 
Your Grace's approbation, 
i§ the fincere wifh, 



And moll ardent defire 
Or, 
JUay it pleafe Your Ghace, 
Your Grace's moft devoted, 
And moll obedient, 
humble Servant, 

W. WHITTINGHAM. 
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A ffB e/ the ftlUwing Scm-ci Reports (^r. 

jyhicb will open the eyes «f the PuhUe 

better thaa the Hew gnes^ may he had 

«/ fF, WhittingbaM, LTNN. 



BaTESON'* Heporti fw the Gene- 
nlDiiloigeof Mirft'luid, be. 1710 
nth Benmi't Objcfilou udPropo- 



4 BadcDade't Stheni for Draining 
the Few, lod Impio'ing Kavigi- 
tion of LjBU) lod Cambridge, ice. 
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T T is an obfervation made by art in* 
genious gentleman, of great abilities 
and experience, who has been confulttf tl 
in the prefcnt defign of relieving and fe- 
curing the North Level* and recovering 
the navigation of the port of ^t/^tfccA/ 
" That much having been faid and 
wrote, upon the fubje£l of the Great Le- 
vel of the fens, he found it neeeflaryi in 
order to clear his way, to deduce what he 
had to oflcr on the fubjefl of the North 
Level, from its original." Which origi- 
ns, he very h^pily finds amongft the 
treafures 
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treafures of an ingenious imagination. 
But though I cannot think it neceflary, 
in the prefent cafe, to ilretch our inven- 
tions fo far, as to raife a country from 
the bottom of the ocean, yet the great 
changes and mutations, which this large 
traft of land, called the Great Level of 
the fens, has undergone, and the great 
alterations, which the ftateof the rivers 
palling through it, have fufFered, feems 
to require, that we (houH look a little 
back into its antient, natural, and! may 
fay original ftate, (not as a country to 
be made, but as formed and finilhed) 
fo far as hiflory, and the ph<cnomena 
of nature, will enable us:- that we may 
if.pofTible find out, and ihveftigate the 
caufe, either natural or artificial, which 
has produced the maladies and evils, 
now wanting to be removed; that, by 
knowing the caufc of the diftempcr, 
the pbyficians may judge what reme- 
dies to prefcribe. 

Firft then, it appears that a great, if not 
the greateft part of this uncertain ta£t 

of 
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'of land, was antiently and driginall^ 
found and certain land, naturally produc- 
tive of trees, Dirubs, and biiflies, fuch as 
grow upon firm and dry gfpund; and 
cannot: be raifed and brought to inaturi* 
fcy on a rotten^ moorilh, and morafly 
foil, fuch as the fens in general hkve 
been for fome ages paft: 

This is evidenced; by Both the anti; 
Cnt and moderri teftimonies of many; 
who have had an opportunity of obferv- 
iiig the phsenomena of nature, in this 
Country, where multitudes of large 
timber, trees, of oak, fir, &c. have 
been found buried under the mbor; 
with their rootsj ftandipg as they grew 
in the firm fdil. Dugdale, in his Hifto- 
iy of Itnbanking and Draining; (Chap; 
32. page, 171) fpeaking of the Great Le- . 
vel of the Fens; ^' fay's. Having done 
with all the marfhes within the province 
bf Lindfey; in this county (^iz. Lin- 
colnfhire;) and continuing ftillmy oourfe 
South Eaftward, I come next to that 
Great Level, which extends itfclf frbm 
B ^ about 
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about Halton, and Toynton, in Lincorir-- 
fhire, through a great part of (ix coun-: 
tHS, viz, Lincoln, Norfolk, Suffoll:^ 
Ca.mbridge, Huntington, and Northamp- 
ton, being in length no lefs than fixtj 
wiles, and in breadth from Peterborough 
in Northamptonfhire, to Brandon in 
Suffolk, near forty miles 5 all which, ex- 
cept the ifle of Ely, and fome few pla- 
ces of that kind ; and alfa Holland, in. 
Lincolnshire, and Marfhiand in Norfolk,, 
(both of which have been long ago, by 
great ihduftry gained from the fea,)- . 
were .for the fpace of many ages, tilt 
of late years, avail and deep fen, afford- - 
ing little benefit to the realm, other 
than filh or fowl, with over-much har- 
bour to a rude and almoft barbarous- 
fort of lazy, and beggarly peopre." 

Having thus defcribed the l^nd, in; 
its loft, inundated condition, he goes on^ 
and fays, " That this vaft Level, was at 
firil a firm, dry land, and not annoyed 
with any extraordinary inundation by 
the fea, or ftagnatioa of irelh waters^. 
Ilhall 
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I {hall now endeavour to fhew ;■ which 
may perhaps, feem ftrange to many: 
But when it is well confidered, that 
timber trees will not grow and thrive, 
where water for the moft part Hands; 
or in a moor, which by length of time 
is bred and increafed in fuch moift pla- 
ces, both, the one and the other may 
with much probability be grounded. 
The cafe being then thus Hated, it now 
remains for me to prove, that fuch have 
hereafter been bred, and profpered in 
feveral parts of this now fenny coun* 
try : which is no hard matter to dO; ma- 
ny perfons yet living being able to tefti- 
fy, that in the late digging of thofe 
channels and drains for the exliccation 
thereof; great number otf fuch trees of 
feveral kinds have been found, moftly 
of oak and fir, and few of them fevered 
from their roots ; but fuch, as had been 
fevered, the roots are obfejrved to Hand 
in the firm earth, below the moor; of 
which fort (fays he) I myfelf have feen 
fome, that were taken up in the fea 
near Thorney, and have had credible 
information of multitudes . found in o- 
B 3 ther 
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fore to demonftrate fo evident a truth, 
would be needlefs." 

Thus far Dugdale; and Mr. Atkins, a 
gentleman much employed in furveys 
and examination of the ftate of the fens 
in his time, and who had taken pains to 
make inquiry into their antient .ftate, 
fays, the fens that are now, - were for- 
merly in the nature of meadow-land, 
fruitful, healthful, and very profitable 
to theinhabitants, and yielded much re- 
lief to the people of the high countries, 
in the time of great drought; the truth 
of this is difputed by fome; but they 
feem plainly to have been (q; for Peter- 
borough of old was call'd Meadhamfted 
on account of the meadows there ; and 
not Fenhamfted from the fens, that are 
now at prefcnt there : an4 yet moft of 
them of the fens belong to that diftrift: 
Thus likewife Ely fim, or Peterborough 
<Jreat Fen was once foreil, whofe 
keeper had in it, (in the New marlhes 
now called Marih fen,) an inclofure for 
keeping of ftieep, and for mowing of 
B 4 hayi 
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hay ; ^nd in Wrydoeroft, both a man- 
iion, and a large dairy houfe. Hence 
fays he, we find -Leland and other an- 
tient writers, very lavilh in their praifes 
of this once fruitful country. Badeflade's 
hiftory, page 15. fee. 3d. 

From which accounts it fufEciently 
appears, . that the moft confiderable part 
of the Great Level was antiently found, 
dry land by nature, well furnilhed 
with timber trees and woods; a great 
part of which was originally in the na- 
ture of foreft, and' the habitation and 
ftielter of deer. Sec. as appears by the 
horns of thofe animals having been 
dug up, in the making drains in feveral 
places ; as I have been credibly inform- 
jed by fome workmen. 

That this was the ftate of the Great 
X.evel, when the Romans entered this 
Ifiand is highly probable, (fee Baker's 
Chronicle, page 2.) who fays, "When 
Julius Caefar entered Britain, the Ifland 
^^as in a manner a village, being with- 
out 
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out walls, as haying no Chipping (which 
arc indeed the walls of an ifland) but 
certain fmall veflels made of boards and 
wicker, nor any forts for defence witlt. 
in, fcarce any houfes, but what were 
made of boughs of trees, faftened to- 
gether." 

This introduftory digreflion, I 
dioughtpropertomake, linceithasa ten- 
dency to elucidate the prefent fubjeft. 

The Britons being at that time an 
ignorantand barbarous people, unfkilled 
in the arts and fciences, contenting 
^emfelves with mean and uncomforta- 
ble habitations, and being without fhip- 
ping, and foreign trade ; it is very rea- 
.fonable to fuppofe, that they had never 
made any confiderable attempts to im- 
prove, or alter the courfe of nature. 

The Romans therefore at dieir com- 
ing muft have found the fens, and par- 
ticularly the Great Level, in its origi- 
jial Hate, viz. the greatell part a f<Hind« 
ijruitful foil, covered with woods and 
trees; 
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trees; From whence it confequently 
follows', that the greateft part of this 
country had remained without any 
hurtful annoyance, bccafioned by the 
natural rivers pading through it, from 
the timeof the retreat of the water,at the 
general Deluge, to the time when the 
Komans entered the ifland. 

As nature afts uniformly under fimi- 
lar circumftances, there is reafbn to be- 
lieve, that the Great Level would have 
been a flourifhing country to this very 
day, had not the operations of nature 
been interrupted by the works of art. 
It is therefore to the latter, and not to 
the former, that we muft look for the 
great alterations, which have befallen 
ihis country. That thefe works were 
begun, and the principal part of them 
executed by the Romans, there cannot 
be much reafon to doubt; efpecially 
when we refleft, that they remained in 
this ifland fo confiderable a time, ?is a- 
bout five hundred years, keeping in 
pay fourfcore thoufand foldiers, after 
' ' the 
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the ifland was fubdued; and beii^ an 
aftive, enterprizing people, ambitious of 
great, magnificent works, and equally 
remarkable for the ftrifl difcipline and 
exercife of their foldiers; As no peo- 
ple could have fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity, fo none were more likely to 
engage in fuch great undertakings, as 
themfelves. 

In the conqueft of the ifland, beii^ 
frequently annoyed by the inhabitants, 
flieltering themfelves in the coverts of 
their woods and forefts (as the Indians 
in America do, to this day) they were 
, under the neceffity of taking down 
vaft numbers of trees to clear the lands, 
in order to come at their enemies, par- 
ticularly in fome partS: of the fens. 

Dugdale, in a quotation extracted 
from Tacitus, in Vita Agrlcolae, fays, 
the Britons complained, that the Ro- 
mans wore out, and confumed their 
bodies and hands in clearing woods 
fnd imbankingthe fens. Many arms 
and Roman cpin$ h^ye been found in 
that 
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riiat countrj', and the long caufcy 
made of gravel, about three feet in thick- 
^cfs, mentioned by Dugdale, being in 
. breadth fixty feet, and extending in length 
-twenty four miles, crofs the fen, from 

■ Denver in Norfolk near Salters lode, o- 
ver the great wafli to Cheerk, thence to 
March Plant water and ElderncU, and 16 
to Peterborough; is a lafling monument 
of their labours. 1 his is now covered 
with moor, in fome places three, and in 
others five feet thick, and is fuppofed to 
have been made by Severus, one of the 
Roman emperors, who came over in pcr- 
fon to Britain, as others had done, and 

. was the firfl to make caufeys over 
-the fens, that his foldiers might (land 
on firm ground, and with eafe paffing 
over them, -might fight on dry land. 
Many places being fenny at that time, 
as the rivers were unimbanked, and 
-the tides flowing freely into them, it 

■ muft be fuppoled, that fome of the low- 

■ efl; parts would be covered by the in- 
flux of. thofe tides: and the Britons in- 
habiting thofe parts of the fens, beiftg 
expert fwimmcrs, (rften avcuded the 

perfuits 
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perfuits of their enemies, and ftcurtd 
themfelves by fwimming over the numc-, 
reus creeks, with which the country 
was interfe6led, 

AU thefe things plainly fhew^ tfiat the' 
Romans were for a long time engaged irt ! 
reducing and clearing the fenny partSv 
of the country. ■ . 

It will be proper irt the next place- to 
confider the courfe andftateoflhe ii- ' 
vers, then paffing through the country ■, ■ 
and how the bordering lands were afFeS-^ ' 
ed by them, and the tides flawing into- " 
their channel. 

Dugdate, in defcribing the rivers paf- 
fing throi^h this Level, begins. with thcT 
river Grant; '• which, he fays, having it* 
fource. about Afhwell, in- Heltfofdfliire, ■ 
brings with it the ciownfalls of part of 
that county, and part of Ellex, paffcs 
through Cambridge, and it Stretham 
ineer,.(on the borders of the ifle ofrEly) > 
unites itfelf to a branch of the Oii^e^" 
beitigabout twenty two miles ixom t&e; 
fpringhfead," 

Then 
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Then fpeaking of the Ouze, he faysi 
" the Ouze ri&ngnear Sifam (Badellade 
fays at BracUey) in Northamptoofliire, 
p^es through part of Buckingham and 
Bedfordlhires, taking in feveral petty 
ftreams^ and coming by Huntingdon 
to Erith, it there divides into two 
branches; the one falling Eafl by North 
(near the bounds of the ifle of Ely) to 
Stretham-mere aforefaid* and the other, 
how called Weft water. North (at the 
partition of Huntingtonfhirej and the 
faid lOe) under Chatteris to Benwick) 
there, in former ages, meeting with a 
part of the river Nene, at a place call'd . 
Shrewlifle, or shrewfne&, it joined 
with the firft branch thereof (defcend- 
ing from Stretham aforefaid by Ely, 
Littleport, and Wellney,) at which 
place being fo imited they palled by 
Outwell, (at the partition of the ille of 
£ly and Marlhland, to Wilbeach, and fo 
to the fea. But at prefent it is otherwife ; 
for the firft brandi with which Grant 
did unite, and now defcends from 
Stretham to Ely, thence to Littlepon^ 
and fo by Frieft-ltaufes and ftebc^k ta 
Salten 
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SaitersJode; thefe other ftreams, viz* 
SwaflFham-lode and Reach-lode, out of 
Cambridgeihire; Mildenhall river but of 
Suffolk, and Ouze parva out of the con- 
fines of Suffolk and Norfolk; the river 
Wifey falling in by Hellgay; and at 
Salters-lode the other branch of Ouze 
and Nene (united from Outwell) which 
comes in there by die New Podike, and 
from thence in one courfe into Lynn 
Deep, and fo to fea, the fame deep be- 
ing now the beft receptacle, and moft 
convenient place for conducing the 
watersoutof the fens and low grounds^ 
So that by this river Ouze, all the 
fprings and downfalls, nils and brooks 
of Huntingdonlhire, for the moft part, 
Bedfordfhire totally, and fdme part of 
Buckingham, Oxford, and Northvnp- 
tonlhires, are brought to the fea ; the 
ctnnpafs c^ ground affording defcent to 
them, being fix fcore miles at lead." 

It may not be improper to obferve, 

th^ there feems to be a miftakfe, in enu* 

merating the ftreams falling into the 

Ouze« in its prefent courfe by Prieft- . 

houfes 
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lioufes ta Salters-lode ; among which 
are mentioned SwafFham lode and 
Reathlode out of Cambridgefhire, and 
Mildenhall river out of Suffolk, which 
do not fall into the Ouze, between 
Prieft-houfes and Salters lode, the faid 
houfes ftanding below Littleport, the 
former ofthefe ftreams falling into* the ' 
Grant, and the latter into the old Ouze 
above Littleport, where ahtiently it 
went united with it to the great out- 
fall at Wifbcach. 

The next account our author give* 
is, of the courfe of the Ncne, as fol- 
lows. 

" The Nene, whofe head is about Catet 
by in Northamptonihiret pafling thrd* 
a lafge traft of ground in this county 
to Peterborough, enters the fens near' 
that place, having in its courfe taken in 
divers petty ftreams ; in which fenny 
flat it divides Jtfelf into fundfy branch- 
es^ ofwhich the chief now falls undef 
StandgrOund and Horfey bridge, into 
"Wtdtdefeanoere, and fapafling trough ' 
that 
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that mere together with l/b mere and. 
Ramfey mere runs to Benwick, where 
it unites with the fecbrid branch bf the 
Ouze before fpecified, and 'thence tQ 
fea; as Ihave already fliewn: the fccond 
branch of this riv^t^ "did fake -its courfe 
by Thomey barr, Singleholt and No. 
mah's-land; From "the triangular bridge 
'at Croyland, where it united with Wel- 
land, paired away with it to Spalding, 
and fo to fea. But this channel of Nene 
is now utterly decayfed, and likewife 
that of Wdlandj for whereas it did an- 
tiently fall into Welland, now Welland 
makes a lall backward by ^he fame 
courfe to ; Noman's^land, and the South 
Eau to Dowsdale, Clow's-crofs and Guy- 
hirn, and fo to Wilbeafch and Well; 
as it can to the fea. 

Other branches of Nene there jiiive 
jeen in antienl times within the fens, 
viz, King'3 delph; palling a little be- 
low Standgrburid by Raven's willows 
(crofs the fens) to Romney grounds. 
Where it fell into the Nene, Whittlefea 
dike, a little below Horfey bridge, which 
C falling 
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falling by Whittlefca town ran into 
Kene below Benwick ; fe veral other cur- 
rents of it there were by and through" 
tjie boundjs of- Thorncy, chiefly " Khor-' 
lake, the Wride, a,nd fouth Eau, which' 
have heretofore difcharged themfelves 
into the fea, (as fome ijuppofe) by Clow's' 
crofs; but of later time,, (ihce the new' 
learn was ipa^dc by bilhop Morton, from 
Standgroun,d( to Cuyhirn, and fo to 
'WiJJb^ach, their chief, and beft paflTage 
Has been by that channel. This river 
Nene brings witb it into the fens the 
downfall of the greateft part o£ North- 
apiptonOiire, and, then frnvingno prcfent^ 
iljue into the fea, divides itfelf, as 1 have 
fhewn ; and being bounded on one fide 
by the Oy^e, qn another with Wellandi 
and on a third with iputb Ea.ti bank,' 
and other banks, in the ifleofEly, it is 
a principal, caufe of furrounding a gr&a); 
pirtpfthe body of the fens: and not 
only fo, but occafioned abundance o£ 
focic, with which the grea;ten part d£.' 
fouth Holland, and Wifbeach (which 
have made banks againft the fame) are 
a^ae4**, - ■ ■ - ■ " 

Ate 
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After this, he proceeds to the Welland, 
<as follows : 

"Welland, having its rife near Siber- 
toft in NorthampConlhire, and taking in 
fome petty ftrcamlets, comes at length 
to Market Deeping, and St. James'sDeep- 
ing, where it enters the fens, and bur-* 
dens theni with all the waters and down- 
falls of part of Northamptonfhire, Let* 
cefter, Rutland and Lincolnfhires; 
whence palfing to Croyland-bridgc, it 
divides itfelf into two branches; the 
one leading by fouth Eau toward Wif- 
beach) the other inamoft flow courfe 
to Spalding and Surfleet; where r-eceiv- 
ing the water of Glen, it goes on to Fof- 
4ike, Stow, and fo into Boftoa Deep." 

Thefe being all the rivers, which 
ftem antiently to have had any com-' 
munication with the outfall ,at Wif. 
beach, I fliall not at prefcht proceed to 
tiie defcription of any others, but fliall 
it^ere flop to make one or two obfcrva- ^ 
tioQS. 

firft. 
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Firft then, it plainly appears, that 
Wilbeach was antiently, and I may ven- 
ture to fay originally, the grand outfall 
for aH the great qolleded body of water 
brouglA down the rivers Grant, Ouze, 
and a oanii^erable part of the >Jene, 
■ Vfith all, their different brancheSj rivu- 
lets,, and, rijls.. And was alfo the great 
Baoi2tl^ iOroftiaryj by which the tides 
fit>vylted -into, and up the feyeral rivers 
before mentioned, which feryed as fo 
many long and large receptacles and 
and refervoi-rjss from which the Ebbs 
defending, greatly ftrengthened by the 
conjunflipn of the upland waters, re^ 
turned, through the mouth of the river 
to fea, with an impetus and force al-" 
moft jrrefiftible, and fufficient to re- 
move- any moveable impediment, which 
ii' ti^i^tmc^t, with in- its way, and not 
only tp prefervc, but continually to deep- 
en, iand improve its outfall. 

That there was antiently no other 
ccmfidcrabje. inlet for the tides; or dif- 
cbarge for the outland waters, is inanifeft 
fibipumany tellimoaics, 

: :, The 
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The haven of Lynn was antienriy but 
a fmall, inconfiderable fewer, not above 
fix poles wide, ferving only for dif- 
charging of the waters ccnning down 
'the Little Ouze> or Brand riverj- Stdke 
river^ and the rtver now called Setch 
river, Sandringhain Eau, or .Kir ri- 
ver ; but antiehtt)v Lynn : river,;' with 
fome otliSr. fitiall' drains, was' at. that 
time called WiggenhalL Eau, (fee Bade. 
flade's hiftory^ page i.),And that there 
was no river' between -Liittlcport chair 
and. Rebeck in antient' times, a record 
vouched by Mr. Hoxham, furveyorto 
Will, earl of Arundel, ihews the trafl: 
of the river being of a ^uite contrary 
nature, viz. more llrait, than any part «f 
the Ouze, ift all the fens fronu EAy 
to Wiffeeiichi ' - - . .* t' 

"When the Ouze had its proper out* 
fall by Wilbeach, the haven of Lynn. 
was but fix perches- wide, and was by 
"due prefcntment faid at that time, to be" 
of a width fufficient for the haven arid- 
Ye:^els thereto reforting, by the inlet^ 
Cs .' 'of 



,.Goog[e - 



23 TMX HISTORY OF 

of the fait water, and large enough tdt 
pafs away the frcfti. (fee Badedade's 
Hiftory; page 6;} 

But after the opcniag of the river froiti 

Littleport chair to Rebeck, or Prieft- 

-houfts, and leading the waters of the 

Great Ouze to join thofe of the Little 

Ouze, or Brandon waters, which had 

their outfall through Wiggenhall Eau, 

by Lynn to fea, that fewer and outfall, 

became in time greatly enlarged ; and 

the river Nene alfo taking its courfe that 

way, through Well-creek, and joining 

the Ouze at Salter's-lode, the inhabitants 

of Marfhland were very apprehenfive 

of the ill ccHifequence they might be of 

to them, and procured a commilfion 

the 21, £dw. I. bearing date June ig, 

1292, to have the matter inquired into. 

But of this, more hereafter ; all that was 

now intended being to fliew, that the 

great outfall was originally at Wilbeach ; 

that the haven of Lynn at that time was 

a very incondderable one, being only a 

Imall fewer, and that the great body of 

Mrater pa0ing through the Grant, and great 

Ouze 
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Ouze,. we're by an artificial cut diverted 
from their anticnt courfe, to Wifbeach ; 
and brought to join the little Ouze in its 
courfe to Lynn ; in which courfe, it w44 
joined by the Nene, through WeU-creek 
at Salter's lodei. 

The fefcond obrcrvatlori 1 Ihall make 
is, that though the great level of the 
Fens is, and always has been, a flat level 
cotnrtry, with fewtonfiderable eftiinences 
or great elevations, yet the greateft part 
of it was antiently, and originally fottnd 
and firm land, naturally prodattivc ofj 
and Well ftocked with timber trees and 
Woodj as the phsenomena plainly ftieWi 

It confequendy follows; that the rivers 
paffing through it, miift have run Gon- 
lidefabiy under foil, and their bottoms 
mull have laid much lower, than the 
furlace of the lands at that time, and 
the furface of the lands then was much 
lower, thin the preferit furface of the level 
BOW is ; and as the bottoms of the rivers 
are in many places very little lower, than 
^c prcfcnt furface of the land, it necef- 
C 4 farily 
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farily fbUoiysj that ths bottom of the 
rivers at that time were . greatly lower, 
tUan the bottoms of the rivers are at pre- 

fcnt. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■'■■ ■ -- 

That the furface of the level is, now_ 
much . higher, than formerly,- appears 
from the accounts given by Dugdale. ' 

In the year 1635 upon the deepening^ 
of Wifbeach rivtr, the workmen at eight' 
feet below the then bottom, came to an- 
other, bottom, which was ftoney ; andin 
It. at feveral diftances were found feven' 
boats, that had lain there overwhelmci^ 
^ith filt for many iages. 

■ And at Whidcfea, of late years, in 
Cafting oif thofe moats by Mr. Underr' 
:: woodj for the fencing his new plantation 
of 'fruit-trees, in digging through the 
taioor at eight feet deep, they came to a 
perfe^' fpil/'and fwaths of ' grafs lying' 
thereon, as' licy were at firft mowed, ' 

" ' ' And 
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And Jhe roots of the trees before men* 
tioned, found in great numbers in moil 
parts of the levels ftanding in firm ground, 
^t confiderable depths, under the moor ;' 
and ' the caufey, extending from Den- 
ver to Peterborough, before fpoken o^ 
being covered with a, moor, from, three 
to five feet in depth, ftiews that the fur- 
^ face of the level is now raifed higher, 
thanwh*tit antiently was. 

And at the digging the foundation for 
fetting down the fafle at Salters lode, put 
there (of late years) by the adventurers, 
in that great work of the prefent drain- 
ing ; the filt was obferv^d to be ten feet 
deep,.next below that three feet thicknefs 
of firm moor, then bluifli gauli, which 
|he workmen judged to be filt originally ; 
becaufe being dry, it not only crumbledi 
but had the roots of reeds in it ; then, ber 
low itj moor of three feet thickncfs^^ 
much firmer and clearer than the other, 
and laftly by whitifh clay, wjiich is fup- 
pofed to'havc been the, very natural bot- 

j^m foil at thd fifft, ' " 
.......... ^^ 
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And tlie famous Sir Robert Cotton; 
tnaking a pool at the Ikirts of Conning- 
torl Down, in Hiintingdonfliire, found 
the IkcletOn of a large Sea-fifii, near 26 
feet long, as was then tonjetlured, lying; 
in pcrfed lilt, above fix feet below the 
fUperficies of the ground^ and as much 
below the prefent level of the fens, which 
by fo long a continuance in that kind of 
earth Was petrified , as it is evident froiii 
many of the bones both of the vertebrae, 
and other parts, which are ftill prefcrvcd 
by Sir Thomas Gitton baronet, his wor- 
thy fon, amongft other extraordinary rari- 
ties, that wtre cdllefted by that learned 
perfon. 

And at the fetting down of ^iiirbeck 
lluice near Bbfton, there was found ai 
fixteen feet dceji, covered with filt, a 
Smith's forge, and all the tools belonging 
to it, with horfefhoes, and other tilings j 
as fome, who faw them Have afEraied. 

To which may be added that, in driv- 
ing the piles for fccuring the foundation 

of* 
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bf the great new 0uice, fct down at the 
mouth of the licw cut, a little above fiof- 
ton, in LiQeolnniire, in the year 1764 at 
about eighteen feet deep, under the then 
pallurage furface, there ^^as found the 
roots of trees» {landing as the trees had 
grown, fome of which were obliged to 
be chopt through for a paflage for the 
piles going down, in fome other parts of 
the pit, dug for laying the faid foundation* 
about the fame depth wire found fmall 
{hells, lying in the fame manner as they 
are now often feen to lie, at the bottom 
and fides of the marfli creeks, which 
roots and fhells I faw, and fome pieces 
of tlie wood I have now by me, which 
was turned very black and hard, fo that 
it was difficult to diflinguifli whether it 
was oak, or elm, but it looked moft like 
the former. 

As it appears from all thcfe account;^, 
that the furface of this level was anticnt- 
ly much lower, than it now is, and that 
the rivers at that time running through it 
bad their waters in their ordinary ftate, 
kept 
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kept greatly under foil, oth,erwiie th© 
"l^d could not have been dry, and 
found enough to have bred and nourifh-. 
ed fuch large quantities of wood and 
timber trees, as appears to have formerly 
grown there, (eveninfome of. the very 
low parts therebF:J the boi:t6ra of' the ri- 
ver therefore at that time mufl'have lieeri, 
very, low, and as the high-water mark 
upon the cpafl;, v^as much the fame then, 
as it is now, it evidenfly follows, tha^ 
tlie tides mull flow a great way up in 
them, and into evei'y l^ranch and creek 
they met in their way ; for the Bjouths of 
the rivers lying folow, the tide mult 
flow, very early into them, and. there 
teing" more time afforded for the water 
to'procee.dup, every neap, tide mullflow 
to a confiderable diftarice, and the.fpfing 
tides entering with much greater veloci- 
ty, and flowing fo. much higher upon the 
coaft:, inuft run up much farther into the 
country, and at fome particular times^ 
when driven by hard gales' of iiorth-weft 
winds, in what is called an otitra^;6f 
a tide^ fome large fifh comirig/by accK 
dent 
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dent intde yayof fame of the rivers, 
might be c'ari-ied by" fuch a tide a great 
way up into the country, and upon-the 
return of the ebb by getting out of its 
courfe might be left near the place of 
equal oppofition, between the upward^ 
and downward currents; for in two 
ftreams, defcending contrary ways, 
there muft be fomewhere a point of e- 
qual'oppofitioni which a late ingenious 
a'uthdrveiy^i^perly calls, the point of 
ffagriatibiTi -as tHS progreffive motion 
feng tHirfe ftdppedj whatever foil or 
ritt-the"({reilras"ate iBadea with, there it 
*ill fubfide and fetlel, atfubH place it 
is, where filt; carried dp fiy the tides; 
has been depofited, and now lies buried 
under other foil; at grcatt dillances from 
the fea; and this hiay account for the 
Ikeleton of the filh found by Sir Robert 
Cdtton, lying irt a bed of filt, eoveretl 
over With foih 

. But though the tide thus flowed npi 

Jie rivers to a great diftance from the 

XA, depofited fome of its filt in the rivers^ 

and 
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and the mouths of the creeks, at the ex-t 
tremity of its flowing, and has left feveral 
remaining marks of its advances behind, 
yet whilft it had its free, uninterrupted 
courfe to flow, and to re-flow in con-, 
jun&ipn with the land waters, the couht 
try was not hurtfuUy annoyed by it, nor 
were the rivers choaked, or damm- 
ed up by it ; but on the contrary, by 
the confl:ant motion of the waters wei;« 
continually fcoured, and made deeper, 
and better. For though, a^ w? obferved 
ju{l now, there mull be fome where, 
when two, ftreams aO: in oppofition tq 
one another, a, point of ftagnation, 
where fome foil will be depofited, yet 
as in the cafe of the tides, and land 
waters, that time is but fliort, and in la 
fliort a time, the foil has na pppoctynity 
tp 9^f9lida,t;e, and in which no. very 
Jargc quantity can fall, if there is any 
confiderable current of land-water fol- 
lowing the returning tide, it will very 
eafily raife, and roll away the fubfiding 
iat, fo dropt at its extremity, and the 
ebb, in i0 retreat being impelled by an 
additiojia^ 
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;^dditional force of gravity, obtained by . 
the more early falling of the tide upon 
the coaft, and at the mouths of the 
rivers, and having taken to its aid, the 
force of the land waters, muft of nc- 
ceffity aft with great power, not only 
in preferving, and carrying out the filt 
and foil brought up, but in fcouring^ 
deepening, and improving the channel 
and outfall, and this in the ordinary 
courfe of nature, muft be the efieft of 
the tides and land waters' afting in coh- 
junftion with each other • no wonder 
then that the rivers palEng through the 
Great Level, were preferved in fo good 
a condition, from the time of the De- 
luge, to the time of the Romans, whea 
iidch a coUeftive body of land waters 
always a£):ed in conjunflion with the 
tides, in preferving and improving the 
(3«ic only outfall, at Wifbeagh. 

To the relation given of the difco- 
vetie? made near Bofton, may be add- 
ed the following one, communicated 
{0 the Royal Society, by the late Rey.' 
John 
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John Raftrick, M. A. of Kings Lyiin^ 
in Norfolk : ( fee Philofophicd Tranf- 
kftions N^ 275—1702.) 

At" the laying the prefent heW Iluictt 
or gote, (as they call it ) at the end of 
JIambnds's be'ck, at its fall irito Bofton. 
haven, taking Up the foundation of 
the old gote, they met with the roots 
bf trees, many of them iffuing froni 
theii: feveral bbles dl: trunks, fpread iii 
the ground, which When they had 
takeh Up ( the roots and iaarth they 
grew in) they tnet with a folid gra- 
velly and ftoney foil,, of the high 
country kind, ( but -bla^k and dif- 
coloured by the change; that had be- 
jFalleh it ) upon which hard earth* they 
laid the foundation of the new gotei 
where thofe roots were dug up, which 
was certainly the furface bf the old 
tbuntry; 

This being & circumftance, fimiUr to 
what has been mentioned, of the lay- 
ing the foundation of the jiew great 
fluice 
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nuice at Boflon, and the forge proveSj 
■ that in that part of the country the 
old furface thereof, was originally fix- 
teen or eighteen feet lower than it now 
is ; and that it was likewife fo found 
and dry, as in feveral places to pro- 
duce, or at leall to nouriOi and maim 
tain timber trees ; and was at that time, 
^n habitable cultivated countryt 

This likewife appears by the follow* 
ing relation, taken from a pamphlet 
intitled, the Prefent State of the Navi- 
gation^ of the towns of Lynn, Wif- 
beadh, Spalding and Boflon, pubhfhed 
by Mr. Nathaniel Kinderly, fee the 
Introduffion, p. 8. At the fetting down 
a fluice a little below Magdalen fall, a 
ftone eight feet long, and a cart wheel, 
fixteen feet in the eai'th, were taken 
Up by the workmen of Mn Emmerfon. 

To thefe Obfervations We may add, 

that near the fiver Welland, which 

runs through Spalding in LincolnQiire, 

Anno. 1696, at the depth of about ten 

D feet 
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feet, there were found jetties, ( as they 
call them ) to keep up the old river's 
banks, and the head of a funnel, that 
emptied the land- water into the old 
river ; and at between twenty and thir- 
ty yards diilance from the prefent ri- 
ver, there were dug up, about the like 
depths, feveral old boats ; which things 
ihew, that antiently the river was 
much. wider than it now is, or ran in 
another courfe, or both. On the other, 
viz. the north weft fide of the river, and 
more upward in the town, were dug 
up ( at about the before mentioned 
depth ) the remains of old tan vats, or 
pits, a great quantity of horns, and 
. Ihoe foles, of a very ftrange and un- 
ufual form, with fharp pointed toes 
turned up J : which things fhew, that 
the 

] Such as both SCowe and Baker mention to have been 
woroe, in thetime of Richard II, iirt3Sz, when, fayi the 
former good old aiitifor, began the deiEil^ble uTe of piked 
fiioea and boots tied to their knees with chatnea of filvCr, 
gilt ; or at leaft with filken lace* :— which enonnoni culhint 
continued to ihe fifth of Edward IV, in 1 461 , that it, rery 
aeu foorfcorr ytut, when a proclamation wu made through- 
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the furface of the country lay antientljr 
much lower than it now does. Such 
it appears from thefe circumftances, to 
be an eftablithed faft, that the old fur- 
face of the country contiguous to the 
rivers leading up to Bofton and Spal-*- 
ding, Was from eighteen and fixteen* 
to ten feet lower, than the prefent, ' and 
about Bofton in particular, at that 
time, when the farface was fo low ; the 
fdil was fo good and found, that it ei- 
ther produced, or fupported in fomei 
particular places at lead, and thofe not 
far diftant from the verges of the rivers, 
wood and timber trees, which cannot 
grow upon fait marlhes, which the 
tides conftantly cover and fpread over; 
fuch as lie contiguous to rivers near the 
fea; it neceflarify follows, that thefe 
lands 

but England, that the beakt, or peaki of Siioes Ihould not 
exceed two inchet; upon pam of curfiag by the clergy, ani 
forftiting twenty (hillings,, to be paid one noble to the 
king, anothet to the cordwaynert of London, and the jhird 
to the chamber of London :— it might have been one of 
thefe gigantic fltoes, that was now found. 

Da 
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lands muft cither have been originally 
and naturally out of the reach of the 
tides, or they muft have been defend- 
ed from them by bwiks or other artifi- 
cial means, as the lands in this country 
arc now, and long have been. The 
latter could not be the cafe ; there muft 
have been a time, when they were in- 
tirely unimbanked^ and lay open and 
defencclefs from the fea tides: There- 
fore I Ihalt confider them in that origi- 
nal priftine ccmdition. 

It is very well known, that the high 
and low water marks on the coail next 
the ocean, are regulated by the influ- 
ences of the Sun and Moon, according 
as they coincide, or aft in oppofition 
to each other, and the tides are propa- 
gated along the feveral c<Kifts,. according 
to their fituation, and the inlets lead- 
ing to them ; thefe therefore remaining 
the fame, the ordinary marks of the 
high and low water will likewifc con- 
timie the fame* 

The foundations of thofe fluices be- 
fore 
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fore mentioned near Bofton, lie about 
as low, or lower, than the prefent bot- 
tom of the river, in which there may 
be about three or four feet in' depth at 
low water, and an ordinary fpring tide 
rifes about fixteen, or eighteen feet, to 
the level with, and often higher than 
the prefent furface of the lands. 

As the furface of the land antiently 
was as low as the prefent bottom of 
the river, and the high water mark 
may be fuppoftd much the fame as £<»•- 
mcrly, it is evident, that whilft th^ 
lands bordering upon the river, laid 
defencelefs and unimbanked, every or- 
dinary fpring tide would rife fixtecii, 
or eighteen feet above them, and hav- 
ing nothing to obHrufl their progrefs, 
as the furface of the land in Uiat part 
of the country was then fo much iowcr 
than it is now, every ordinary ^ring 
tide would evidently fpread a large 
tra6); of land, as far as it could reach, 
during the flowing of the tide; and 
upon the ebb, it would return again 

i>a to 
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to the fea, but as the motion upward, 
or to land-ward, would not immedi- 
ately flop at the firfl; falling of the wa- 
ter in, or near the margin of the rivers, 
a large quantity would remain to fall 
off the furface of the land into the river, 
after the ebb was reduced into the comy 
pafs of the lovi' water channel, efpeci- 
ally at the mouth of the river. By 
which means, the fand and Clt, which 
might fublide in it, would be fecured, 
and the outfall preferved and kept 
good. 

But the lands thus conftantly covere4 
and uncovered by the fait water, muft 
hayc been at that time intirely in the 
nature of fait iriarlhes, and abfolutely 
upfit for either producing, or fupport- 
jag of aiiy fort of wpod» or timber 
trees; it therefore Beceflarily follows, 
that thpfe timber trees, which grew up- 
on the land, when its furface lay fo low, 
piiifl; have been planted, and grown up 
after the country had been inhabited, 
ipiproved, and cultivated, that is, after 

it 
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it had been recoverd from the fea, and 
the tides were intirely prevented from 
flowing over it; confequently its furfacc 
mull have been fo much lower than it 
now is at the time of its imbankation, " 
and fo continue after it was inhabited, 
cultivated, and in fome parts planted/ 
and until the trees grcvy up, and came 
to ;^ maturity. 

As it is probable, that this country ■ 
being part of the marthes gained from 
the fea, by the Romans, was very early 
recovered, perhaps before, or foon after 
they had compleated the cpnqueft of 
the ifland, when they begun to want 
employment for their foldiers; as the 
improving of a country, which they had 
fo gained, was an object like to eng^p 
their 
D4 

J Or rather perhaps tliofe trees might have been ia^^mr, 
W natlvM of the luili in which tbey gren- ; till that iriiole 
diftriS became Pens, and Mavlh-grounds, bjr the amBamiag 
of the rivers. 01 violent inundations of the fea> treakii^ 
^nd ijeflroying thofe banks, which might been nifa] 1^ the 
RtHoaiu, Sec. 
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attention, in order to render it 
icial, and profitable, it may be 
jdtd that they got it inhabited, an4 
jutthe cultivation thereof, as foor^ 
lible. And as they continued in 
land, perhaps near two centuries 
^he conqueft thereof § , in fuch a 
of time, thofe marflies might be 
ved into a fine country : become 
pafturage, and fit to fupport and 
Ih fuch trees as might be thought 
r to plant therein, which in the 
of one hundred years would arr 
> great maturity ; smd t]t»is feems tp 
seen the cafe. 

after their leaving the ifland, the 

IS and Saxons, being much cngagr 

^mpft continual quarrels and 

wars, 

if we CDnptite Bom the time of pxikr, which waj 
year« hefbip pfaiill, to the time that the Romans 
ifiand, wbicb was 448 year) afifr fhrift, that will 
to at Icall 500, inftead of war fvi» (eniuriei: Or 
CoMjueft ihtrtaf, cur author means the times of 
, in the 7S year of Clirift, to the time of theit 
t, in 5 j8, that will make it no \t& than 370 years, 
\ iv cadurits, ai ibore. 
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wars, it is likely that the banks, by 
which thofe countries were then de- 
fended from the fea, being not fo care- 
fully attended to, might begin to grow 
into decay, and by fome fudden and 
violent breach thereof, a great part of . 
ihat country was intirely inundated, 
furrounded, and depopulated ; and the 
great depth of the grouncj, with which 
thofe before mentioned articles were 
icovcred, indicates the calamity mui^ 
have been general, ^ and the country 
jnufl: have long 1^4 defolatc, the conten- 
^ons, differences, and wars, between 
the Britons and Saxons preventing them 
from attempting the recovery, till they 
bad corapleated their fcttlen?ent, divid- 
edthe kingdom, allotted their poffeffions, 
^d inftituted the fcveral fovereigijtics of 
the Saxon Heptarchy. 

But when thefe things were fettled, 
and the Mercian kingdom was eftablifh- 
cd in this part of the country, it is like- 
ly they would then begin to think of 
^prcvemeQts-, for diat this country lay 
Icmg 
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long inundated, is manifell from the 
great accretions of the fojl,, which have 
fo much heightened the furface, and ieft 
fuch great quantities of filt, almoft 
every where found under the prefent 
vegetable foil. It is difficult to deter- 
mine the exa6l tiine of its continuance 
in this lofl;, inundated; condition, or by 
whCHn it was again recovered,, but from 
the native of the thing itfelf, it muft 
have been a long time before it could 
have be^n eflfeSed, for what a height 
the Iwnks were of that furrounded it, 
what a large traft of country muft have 
been drowned, and what a great depth 
of water muft have covered it, we may 
conceive it to be like a large bafon, 
from which the water running out upoa 
tbe ebbs, it was continually filled agaia 
by the floods; nor caa it be conceived 
that any means of exhaufting it could 
be contrived, but by the taking down 
a.grcater part of the banks, opening the 
breach wider, and bringing the country 
back as it were to its original, priftine 
fljijte, by letting the coiifiiKd waters;,-. 
iretly 
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freely join the ebbs, by the natural dev 
ciivity of the country ; and nature work 
the recovery, by filling the bafon with 
the fuUage of the waters, which the tides 
brought into it, it muft therefore have 
been a confiderable time before any art 
could e£Fe£l the recovery ; which how- 
ever it is evident, that time and induflry 
have nearly corapleated. 

If we turn our views a little more par- 
ticularly to the rivers, and confider the 
alterations, which fuch accidents would 
occalion in them, we Ihall find, that 
their outfalls would in a little time be 
greatly affeded thereby, even by the 
imbankation itfelf. 

For while fo very large a trafl of 
country lay intirely unimbankcd, and 
every ordinary fpring tide covered as 
much of it as would Ipread over during 
the time from the water firft rifing out of 
. the channel of the rivers, to the time 
of high-water, which perhaps might 
-then be abqut three hours; in which time 
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it rofe in the rivers fixtecn or eighteen 
feet above the furface of the contiguous 
land; in the parts remote from the rivers, 
it would be continuing to fpread itfelf 
i(»ne confiderable time, after the waters 
were flirunk upon the margin of the 
channel, and a great deal would be to 
return, after the waters had contracted 
themfelves into the bounds of the chan* 
nel, as aforefaid ; by which' means the 
diftant water would flow into the main 
rivers, through many large creeks and 
gullies, like to many pipes ifTuing from 
a ftupendous refervoir, which being 
colleaed in the channel at fome diftance 
from the outfall, would by ftrengthen- 
ing the ebbs, and joining the back wa- 
ters, be a very powerful and fufficienC 
means of preferving and (xmtinuing a 
good, and a deep outfall. And thus had 
nature formerly operated, and thus had 
the rivers and outfalls been prefcrved, 
k,ept deep and good, frcun the time of 
the P^Iugc, tQ the time of the imbanka- 
tion, 

But when thefe inarflies were imbank- 

pd, and the tides pFCvented from fprcad- 

ing 
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ing over them, and fuch a ftupendous 
receptacle was taken away, and fo fmall 
a quantity of ebb left to return with the 
land-waters, to what before there had 
been, the outfalls would of courfe begin 
then to decay, and would be continual- 
ly worfe and worfe; only now and then 
by the alliflance of great land-floods^ 
there would for a Ihort time be fome a- 
mendment ; but in dry feafons, the evil 
would again return ; and as thofe floods 
oftener, or more feldom happened, the 
hiifchief would be alternately abated 
and increaled ; but thefe means being 
£iir inferior to the continual return of the 
former large ebbs, the out&lls upoo the 
whole would be continually decayir^, 
the land-waters by degrees be dbllruft- 
cd, and the drainage prejudiced ; and in 
proccfs of time, the upper part of the 
level muft become furrounded and in- 
undated. 

This mull have been the natural e&d 

of imbanking, of thofe large tnSti of 

saarih lands> extending from tfac mai^ 

. of 
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of thofe rivers immediately communiqaf-i 
ing with the fea, without the concur- 
rence of other accidents. 

And this muft in (opjc meafure have 
been the cafe with all rivers where 
imbankations have been made, and their 
outfalls muft have been more or lefs af- 
feSed, in proportion to the greater, or 
lefs quantity of ebb water, ^vhicb they 
have been deprived of; that is, in the 
proportion which the quantity of ebb ta- 
ken from them, bears to the quantity of 
the land-water remaining to flow through 
them ; or the proportion, which the quan- 
tity of the marfties imbanked, bear to 
the largenefs of the rivers, from which 
they were taken ; for this reafon it is, 
that the Thames, and the Humber, 
which fivers are fpacious and large, and 
more nighly bordered by high, lands, 
and not having loft fo great quantities of 
ebb water, (by imbankments) in pro- 
portion to the quantity of the tides left 
to flow into them, and the quantity fif 
land' water paffing thr:au^h them^ wUc^ 
continuing 
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continuing to ad in conjunftion with 
their larger ebbs, have kept their chan^- 
nels and outfalls deep and good ; whilft 
the channels and outfalls of the rivers 
Whitham at Bofton, the Weliand at 
Spalding, and the Nene at Wifbeach, 
which have had much larger trafts of 
marfhes imbanked, and more ebb Water 
taken from them, in proportion to their 
capacities, and the quantities of tides 
after received, and the land-waters paff- 
ing through them, have greatly fuflfer- 
ed by thefe alterations, and their out- 
falls and channels have been greatly pre- 
judiced, choaked up, and almoft loft. 

It is. true, that the inlet at ^yifbcach, 
was after the imbankmCnts, left large 
and capacious, and communicating with 
the Nene and the Ouze, had large rivers 
to receive the tides, and great quantities 
of land-w ters to join the ebbs. In their 
returns ; and therefore there is no doubt 
but it continued good, for a long time 
after the imbankation ; but there being 
fome particular circumftaaces in the 
manner 
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manner of thofe imbaakments, I (hall 
take them a little more particularly into 
confiderati(nij after having obferved, that 
what I have before been fpeaking of, 
are the general eSeds of imbankments 
only, which I have confined more par-^ 
ticularly to the country about Bofion ; as 
the hifiory and phaenomena relates to 
thofe places, and which I (hall a little 
farther perfuc, as I apprehend that the 
ftate of that country, and the marlhes 
and rivers thereabouts, was greatly (i* 
milar* and have fuffered much the like 
alterations, though perhaps not exadlly 
the fame, asthe country about Wilbeach, 
Mardiland, &c. has fu&red. 

As there is great reafon to fuppofc, 
that the country about Bolton, and Spald> 
ing, after it had been (irA imbanked and 
defended from the fea, or tides, and be- 
come inhabited, cultivated, improved, 
and infome parts planted, was by fomc 
fudden and great breach of the fea-banks 
inundated, depopulated, and lo(l« and 
continued for feme confiderable time an 
iinmenfe 
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Itnmenfe bafon to receive the tide wa- 
ters, out of which little would return at 
a time, and that for* a confidjrabla pe- 
riod, the rivers mud be robbed of a 
great part of the ebbs, which ufed to 
return through them, in the time in 
which the banks were preferved good, 
andconfequently the channels, and out- 
falls, IdGng fuch a great quantity of re- 
turning waters, would much more 
quickly choke up and decay; efpecially 
if it be confidered, that by fuch a breach 
of banks, the land-floods in their courfe 
towards the outfall, would be diverted 
and prevented from, reaching it, by 
meeting with the chafm of the bank, 
through which they would flow, and 
mixing with the water before received 
into it, from the fea, would there alfo 
depofite great quantities of their fuUage 
and foil, brought with them from the 
high country, which together with the 
fubliding lilt from the fea- water, would 
compofc fuch ftrata, as the country 
is now found toconfifl of. 

But 
E 
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But leaving this, which I have fo large-f 
ly fpoken of. I ftiall now turn my 
thoughts towards Marlh-land ; in order' 
to recover which, it feems to me, that 
a front bank was firft formed round the 
margin thereof next the bay, or fea ; and 
by banks carried along the couf fe of the: 
old river, from Wilbeach towards Lit- 
tlcport to Well, which perhaps was 
fomewhere, between the former and 
the latter place, left incomplete and un- 
finifhed ; the river at that time being lb 
deep, and running fo much under foil, 
it might not be thought neceflary to con- 
tinue the banks, fo far as Littleport : If 
this was the cafe, Marfli-land muft have 
been left open on that fide ; and after a 
time become liable to be furrounded, 
and annoyed by the land-floods, which, 
when the river at Wifbeach began to 
decay, would fpread themfelves into 
it, and being prevented from getting off 
to fea by the banks made in front, would 
be rendered, as it were, fenny and un- 
profitable ; and be put into fuch a ftate 
as Dugdale defchbes it to have been, - 
before 
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Defore tlie old Podike bank was made 
to defend it. See page (244,) where hd 
lays, " by an antient pleading, it appears, 
that before the year 1181, 127 H. 11.) 
there wa^neither habitation, nor ground^ 
that yielded profit, within that part of 
Wigenhal from Bullarfdale, unto the 
foutii fide of the fame town, except the 
monaftery of Crab-houfe, with fnme 
lands belonging to it, all being theri 
wafte, not in the nature of a fen. But 
afterwards the inhabiiants of that place, 
viz. Marlh-land, came, and with drain.*- 
ing and banking, won as much thereof, 
by their indiiftry, as they could. And 
upon this occafion by a common confent 
amongft them, was the old Podike firft 
raifed, about the year 1223 (7 H. III.)'* 
After which, he goes on, and fays, " nor 
was a great part of this country any oj- 
ther than marlh, about that time. The 
reafon for which opinion he there re- 
cites; fee page (245)". Now, whether 
the before mentioned banks were left 
to incomplete, or not, I cannot take up* 
on me pofitively tot determine ; but it 
- ,. . £ 2 xniift 
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muft either have been fo, or at leafl, 
if thofe banks had been at firfl: con- 
tinued along t'le old courfe of the river 
to Littleport, they had been at feme 
time worn down and decayed. How- 
ever, as the time here mentioned, was 
long after the time of the Romans, and 
the firft imbankment, and it appears by 
Duedale, (fee page 244,) that the Saxons 
haofeated themfelves in this country, as 
well as in the before-mentioned parts of 
Holland, about Spalding and Boflon, 
&c. he fays, thax they did fo is evi- 
dent enough, from that authentic fur- 
vey taken by the Norman Conqueror, 
which fliew, that the towns now in be- 
ing, were all extant in the days of king 
Edward the Confeilbr. Nor is it im- 
probable, but that they were fo like- 
wife for many preceding ages ; for as 
much as it appears, that the church of 
Ely, was pouefled of Walpole long be- 
fore; a place of no fmall note, by rea- 
fon it gave birth to S. Goderic, the 
Hermit; of whom Mat, Paris maketh 
ample mention. 

From 
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From hence it is highly probable, that 
this country, like Holland, was after the 
firfl imbankment, inhabited, perhaps at 
firft by the Romans, and was cultivated, 
improved, and planted, in the fame 
manner as the before-mentioned coun- 
try had been, till by feme great breach 
in the fea-bank, and the fpreadingof 
the up-land waters, it became again over- 
whelmed, and loft ; and by the lilt, and, 
fullage of the waters, the land was raid- 
ed much higher, than it antiently had 
been ; for though the old towns might 
ftand pretty near the places where they 
now are, as the churches may probably 
ftand upon foundations, which likely 
might be laid upon the old furface of the 
country; as it appears by an antient 
memorandum, which I have feen, that 
the foundation of the church atBofton, 
was laid, about as much below the pre- 
fent furface of the ground there, as the 
roots of the trees before mentioned^ 
found at the preparing for the laying the 
foundation of the new great fluice (there 
fet down by Mr. Langley Edwards) 
were found to ftand, and the ftratum 
B3 (UX 
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on which that church is founded, is de- 
fcribed to be much the fame, as that on 
which the faid fiuice is placed, viz. a 
clay, lying upon a bed of moor, or mat- 
ted vegetables, covering a ftratum of 
white fand, at about eighteen feet under 
foa. 

I fay, though the towns may ftand 
near the place?, where the old ones may 
|iave flood, yet the furface of the ground, 
upon which the houfes are now built, 
is much higher, than the furface of the 
country was in old times, when it was 
firft cultivated, and improved; as ap- 
pears by the furz bufhes, nut trees, the 
large flone, and the cartwheel, menti-- 
oned to have been found near the Mag- 
dalen, at the depth qf eighteen feet un- 
der the prefent foih 

Having ftiewn how the firft imbank- 
dering of the large trails of marflies, bor- 
ing upon the rivers of Witham, Glen, 
and Wifbeach, muft have affefted, and 
prejudiced their put-falls, in proportioi^ 

tq 
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to the quantity of the ebb-water taken 
from them, and the capacity of their 
mouths, or apurtures, and the quantities 
pf the land-waters, and ebbs left to flow 
through them ; and having obferved the 
great mconveniences and damage, which 
the Marlh-land in particular mull have 
laid under and fuftained, either from 
the want of the complete imbanking of 
the river from Wilbeach to Littleport, 
along the original ai)tient coiuf^ the^eoi^ 
or by the decay, and wafliing down qf 
the banks originally made againft it; 
which latter I am the mofl inclined to 
?hink might be the cafe ; as there are 
fome circumftances, which n^ike it very 
probable that it was in a, fiourilhing con- 
dition when the Saxoi\s^ firfl inhabit* 

I {hall now proceed to contider how 
the up-land waters, and the land-ftoods, 
mull have been affeSed by the incon^ 
pletc, or parti^ itnbankation of that 
part of the ol4 river, between Wif, 
beach and Littleport, whi- h running as 
;t were crofs the 'way of the up-land 
£^ floods. 
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floods, in their paffage to the fea, at fucl^ 
times as they rofe out of the river, and 
covered the lands bordering thereon, 
mufl. have been a great pbftruiUqn in 
their progrefstofc^. 

For though the rivers in the Greaf 
I^evel muft, as has.been before obferv^ 
ed, run confiderably under foil, and 
confequently a great part of the land- 
floods, efpecially the leffer of them, be 
pafled off to fea, through the rivers, (par- 
ticularly if they happened in the time 
of neap tides) before they could rife ori 
to the adjacent lands, yet the larger and 
more hafty land floods, when they met 
with fpring tides, mufl: neccfTarily fwell 
put of the channels of the rivers, and co- 
ver the contiguous land, great part of 
which muft have been at that time in 
the nature of land meadows, as the tide 
water mixing with the freflies, at fuch a 
diftance frojn the fea, mufl: lofe a great 
part of that faltnefs, which cpnftitutes 
^ marflie^. 

Ifl the times of large ^nd hafty land- 
floods. 
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^ods, fwelling out of the rivers, befom 
any imbankation, they mqft, as before 
obferved, cover the contiguous lands, 
in like manner as they now do the 
upland meadows, lying unimbanke4* 
along the margin of the rivers; but 
jthe country having naturally an hang- 
ing declivity towards the fea, as the 
defcent of the water in the rivers de- 
pionftrate, and having no dams, banks, 
nor flops, to interrupt their paflage, ex- 
cept the influx of the tides, they would 
not continue long on the upper parts 
of the Level, but would flow dOwp, as 
it were in one expanded flieet, towards 
the fea, into which they would roll o- 
ver the marflies, in the time of the ebbs, 
foon uncovering the upper part of the 
lands, and leaving them dry as before ; 
except in feme particularly low fenny 
places, where the water would be left; 
and remain itagnant, and form as it were 
fmall fens and morafles, and in palling 
over the marihes below, in conjunflioa 
with the ebbs, following the tide in its 
fctreat to fea, would in the more foft 
places 
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place wear cavities, and form wide 
creeks and gullies; but having fo large 
a fpace to roll over into the fea, in a 
few tides they would all be palled 
off the marflxes with the ebbs- into the 
Qcean> 

In this planner the land-floods were 
paffed off to fea in 9 very fbort time ; 
without furrounding, or much annoying 
the upper parts oi the Level, which 
were not only prefcrved found and 
good, but the parts adjoining to the ri- 
vers muft, have been greatly fertilized, 
and improved, by overflowing : And as 
the rivers would by thofe floods be fill- 
ed with water, which being foicMi re- 
duced within tbe comipafe of their 
channels, would come down with great 
rapidity; and joaning the ebbs would 
powerfully operate upon the faads> 
and fcour out^ preferve, and deepen 
their out-falls ; which for this reafcHi al- 
fo, muft have been always upon the 
improvement, fo long as nature was 
left to operate in her own maimer, un- 
iriterrupted 
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interrupted by the artificial works of 
men. And by this means it appears, fo 
far as human reafon can reach, that the 
rivers and outfalls would have continue 
cd deep and good to this very period ; 
and for aught that can be fuppofed to 
the contrary, for ever ; without ibme 
extraordinary, violent, preternatural 
caufe, fuch as that of a great earth- 
quake, fhould prevent it, which ,as 
there are no accounts of fuch an event 
ever having occurred, and this ifland is 
fo providentially, and happily conftitut- 
edandiituate,asnot to beliable tofudaia 
^y great hurt by fuch calamities, and 
as in all probability it never was fo, we 
piay hope it never will be the cafe^ 
But then, if the rivers and out-falls had 
been fo preferved, thofe vaft traSs of 
marfhes, which have been recovered 
by imbanking, and cultivated into fuch 
fruitful countries, muft have remained 
the property of the ocean. This has 
unwarily lead me into a digrcffion; as 
the many particulars, which have fud-r 
denly ftarted up, in die purfuit of thefc 
fubje£b, 
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fubjeSs, have feveral times before done ; 
from whence I Ihall return, to confider 
the imbankraent of the old river, from 
Wifbeach, towards Littleport, in re^ 
fpeft to the land-floods. 

As this river runs crofs the courfe of 
the land-floods, in their palfage to the 
fea, the imbankment of it, mufl. greatly 
ftop, obftrud, and interrupt the de- 
fcent of the waters above, and keep 
them up much longer than before, up- 
on the lands covered by them ; and 
they muft in courfe fpread tbemfelves 
over a larger traft of country ; which 
therefore would become inundated, 
ajid furrounded, and as the water mull 
then come throi^b a narrow, imbank- 
ed channel of the river> it would be 
a long tin-.e in running off the level, 
and getting to fea; by, which means 
much of the land, which was before 
Ibund and good meadow, would now 
become fen, and morafs: and thus the 
country would begin to be furrousded, 
and the people would be put upon the 
neceflity 
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tiecefiity of contriving fuch drains and 
fewers, as they thoLight m^ft likely to 
convey the water tha readieft way to 
fea ; or fuch as might divert it, into 
fome other courfes, as might give the 
fpeedieft relief to thofe parts of the le- 
vel, in which they were more immedi- 
ately interelled : thus every one would 
as it were become engineers for them- 
felves; and in time, a multitude of 
fuch drains would be contrived, 
and the body of the upland-waters, 
would be divided into different courfes.; 
by which means the main river, or at 
leaft fome part of it, would be robbed 
of the land- waters before paffing through 
it ; and the water being kept above the 
channel of the rivers ftagnant upon 
the land, would not only depofite the 
fullage, and cover the land with moor, 
but itop, and hinder the tides from 
proceeding up the diftant part of the 
rivers, by its greater height, and would 
by fuch ftoppagecaufethemto drop their 
iilt in the channel of the river, and oc- 
cafion. its bottom to grow up, and their 
progreis to be more and more impeded. 
And 
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And the upland waters coming off irt 
fuch a flow manner, and the progrcfs of 
the tides being more reftrained, and the 
quantity of the ebbs diminilhed, they 
would not have flrength enough to 
miint^n one certain channel, in fo 
large an outlet, and being divided in- 
to feveral fmall ones, the water would 
not have fufficient force to fcour out the 
fands, fo as to preferve a deep channel. 
And this I apprehend has been another 
great reafon of the decay of the antient 
out-fall, at the port of Wifbeach. ' 

But the gi'eat bane, and what com- 
pleated the deftru6lion of that noble 
out-fall, was the diverting fo large a 
part of the waters of the great Ouze, 
ihto the channel of the little Ouze, and 
fo turning its courfe from Wilbeach 
to Lynn, by making a new channel 
from Littleport, by . Prieft-houfes into 
the little Ouze. 

When the upland waters were fo in- 
terrupted, in their paffage to Wilbeach, 
by the imbanluaent of flic taarflies and 

rivers," 
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Hvcrs, that the country above was fur- 
rounded thereby, and the lands be- 
tween Well and Littleport, drowned 
and inundated, whiUl the waters of the 
little Ouze, were palling freely in their 
ufual courfe to fea, and the bordering 
country continuing in its priftine condi- 
tion, a probable way of relief difco- 
vercd itfelf ; which was by a fhort neW' 
cut, to turrt their waters down to an-i 
other out-fall, with the Htde Ouze, viz; 
to Lynn; but though this cut might re- 
lieve that part of the cotintry, yet it 
was certainly very fatal to the port and 
out-fall of Wifbeach, which by the 
lofs of fo great a body of back-water, 
and fo great a receptacle for the tides, 
muft much fooner and more haftily 
i^\ into decay and ruin. And as the 
out-fall, at Lynn, Would by fuch a di- 
vcrfion of fo great a body of water, 
be Continually growing wider and 
deeper, fo by the lofs of it from Wif- 
beach, that out-fall, mutl continually 
be choking up, and growing fhallower ; 
and in time b&come inluffici^nt to pafs 
off the waters of the Nene itfelf: by 
which 
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whicli means thofe parts of the level 
bordering upon it, would likewife bs- 
Gome inundated and furroonded ; fome 
means would then likely be thought on^ 
for diverting that river down to a bet- 
ter out-fall alfo. 

At what time the cut from Littleport 
> by Pr'ieft-houfes was firfl made, is hard 
to determine, but it feems to have been 
done very early ; by the following ac-* 
count from Dugdale, fee (p. 394) " Wif- 
beath out-fall decaying, and the paflage 
of theNeneby Croyland likewife paffing^ 
through the decay of Spalding river, 
and other hinderances, the weft-water, 
or firft branch of the Ouze, with Nene 
united, became weak in the paffage, and 
fo fell down by March to Well, and not 
finding paffage by Well at Shrewfnefs- 
point, the greateft part thereof, turned 
back again to Littleport, by the old 
forfaken fecond branch of Ouze, and 
holds that courfe to this day." 

" This fecond branch of Ouze, with 

Grant united, being hereby debarred a 

paffage 
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paflage by Wifbeach, means was put in 
pra61:ice to let it fall from Littleport 
church, to Rebech, by a lode which 
at the firft feemed to be called Hem- 
ing's-eau, and fo into Ouze parva's 
channel, palted to Saltef's-lode, and 
thence to- Lynn : whofe channel, not 
long before that time, Was not above fix 
poles wide, being then by due pfefent- 
raent, faid to be both fiifficient for the 
haven, and veflels thithei* reforting, by 
the inlet of the fait Water, and large 
enough to pafs away the frefh, as by 
the proceeding of a fair commiffion 
thereof, in Ann. 1378 may appear." 

*' Then began the waters from above 
Well, and all thereabouts, to feek their 
paflage ■ by that tr^ft to Lynn. (Wif- 
beach channel and fo low as the Crofs- 
keys, which was over the face of the 
noarlhes, between Well and Wifbeach, 
and fo downward to Terrington, Utter* 
ly thereby decaying, as at this day may 
yet be feen.) But the people of Marfh- 
land, finding themfelves overcharged by 
thefe waters, upon complaint made to 
F king 
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king Edward the Firft, obtained acotn- 
miffion, (21 E. I.) Ann. Dom. 1293, to 
have the waters of Well (which antient- 
ly had tteir outfall by Wilbeach) to be 
brought and carried in debetum et antiquum 
curfum &c. into their antient channel and 
courfe. Then were there Hops, mark 
the firft, at Fendike, about Upwell 
Town's end. near where Popham's-lode- 
fluice now ftands ; fecond, at Small- 
lode-bridge, and third, at Outwell- 
bridge; aid wder taken for opening 
the river from Well to Elm flood-gates, 
upon the confines of both counties, at 
the coft of the people erf the ifle and of 
Marfli-land indifferently." 

** To fliew that the river of Ouzc had 
its outfall at Wifbeach, befides what is 
before expreffed ; 

I. The fea-banks from Well to Wif- 
beach, domanifeil. 

II. It having been fad of Wifbeach 
caftle, that it was iuunded upon that 

iamous 
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famous river called Wells ftreami (fee^ 
Reg. Petrob.) 

ill. The army of king John, is faid 
to have periflied in the waters of Well,'* 

" That there was fometime nd rive^ 
between Littleport chain and Rebech, 

I. A record vouched by Mr, Hex- 
ham, furveyor to Philip, earl of Arun- 
del ; flieweth, the tra£t of the river 
being of quite a contrary nature, vizi 
more ftrait than any part of the Ouze, 
in all die fens, from Ely to Wifbeach. 

II: The impofing the name of Hem- 
ing's-idde, in the defcription of Rack- 
Feui in the words of the record, vizi 
aie, chair per Heming's-lode ufq. Gnat's* 
lode end; ' 



^'that the waters of the ifle fhould 
hot, nor of old did fall down from 
Well, upon Marfh-land, eaftward, Hor 
into Well fens in Norfolk, appears by 
the rolls of Upwell-leet, in the t2 £* 
lU many were amerced, for bfcahin^ 
F 2 ot 
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or hurting the banks of the fens, called 
the Fendike, between Well and Wel- 
lenke, and many prefentments to prove, 
that there were banks from Upwell 
to Wellenke, and that they fhould not 
be broke nor cut, nor the water turned 
into the fens near Marlh-land : with 
many other teftimonies." 

This account is introduced in fuch a 
manner, as feems to fuppofe, that the 
outfalls of the Well and Wifbeach river 
were fo decayed, before the making of 
the cut, or the dividing of the Ouze at 
Littleport, before mentioned; that it 
was principally to remedy the inconve- 
nience arifing from the reverting of the 
waters, of the firfl branch of the Ouze/ 
by Benwick, and thofe of the Nene 
with it, from Well to Littleport, that 
this faid cut and diverfion of the water, 
at the faid place, into the little Ouze 
was attempted. 

But it feems to me, much more reafon- 
able to fuppofe, and I think the fubfe- 
quent part of that account feems to imply 

it. 
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it, that the faid channel was made before 
thefe waters took, that retrograde courfe, 
fuch an efFeft mufl: have been the natural 
confequencc of making fuch a channel ; 
for the channel of the little Ouze, lying 
confiderably lower than that of the 
great Ouze, between Littleport and 
Well, when this communication was 
openpd, it would run the waters of the 
great Ouze much lower than their an- 
tient gauge at Littleport 

For though the channel of the little 
Ouze, was at that time too fmall and nar- 
row, to pafs fuch an additional body of 
water, freely towards its out-fall, yet be- 
ing unimbanked, and the contiguous 
lands lying open, the waters carried into it, 
would naturally fpread thcmlelves over 
it, and by that expanfion maintain fuch a 
fallat Littleport. as would notonly in part 
prevent the great Ouze from perfuing 
its antient courfe, to Well, and to Wif- 
beach, but would caufe part of the wa- 
ters of the other branch of the Ouze 
and Nene, to revert in a retrograde 
courfe, when arrived at Well, toward 
F 3 Littleport; 
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Littleport, in the manner before fpoken 
of, efpecially in the time of the leffer 
floods. But if by this means one part 
of the level, on the eafl fide of the ri-: 
ver, viz. all that large trad from 
Southery to Scum, and about the ifle 
of Ely, would become inundated and 
furrounded, till the river to Lynn was 
worn fuflficiently large.'and deep enough 
to convey the waters off, as in fome 
years after it appears to have been. 

That the waters of the great Ouzc, 
was thus early diverted, and turned 
into the little Ouze, is evident by the 
foregoing accojunt, in which it is faid, 
about that time, the channel at Lynn 
were not above fix poles wide, and was, 
by due prefentment faid, to be both 
jfufficient for the haven and veffels thi- 
ther refcrtirg, by inlets of the fait wa- 
iters, and large enough to pafs away the 
frelh; as by the proceedings of a fair 
commiflion thereof, in Ann.- 1378, may 
appear. 
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It is not to be upderftood, that the 
channel at Lynn was, at the time that 
prefcntment was made, fo fmall , and 
narrow, but that it antiently and for- 
merly had been fo. For in the year 
1363, the (36 E. III.) a coromiflion 
was granted to Robert de Caufton, 
Hugh Lovet, Gilbert Barnard and o- 
thers, for the infpeflion, care, and re- 
pair of the banks between Terrington 
'and Weft Walton. And to Robert de 
Thorpe, Richard de Walkefare, Robert 
de Caution and others, for thofe be- 
tween South Clenchwarton, near Lynn 
gnd Wiggenhall. 

About which time the inhabitants of 
Wiggenhall, Iflington, Tilney, Clench- 
warton, Wadington, KunQoti, Holm, 
Setchithe and Weftwinch, (all in the 
province of Marlh-land,) exhibit a dole- 
full petition to the king, (hewing, that 
whereas the faid country of Marlh- 
Jand, had been much overflowed and 
furrounded, by great and violent floods 
pf fi(lt water, to the extraordinary da- 
T ;i ipage 
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tjiage of the faid kipg, the whole 
realm, and whereas the river going to 
Lynn, hgd ufed to run between cer- 
tain banksj diflant afunder twelve perr 
ches, at which time all people had fufr 
ficient paflage with their boats, to and 
from, and die frefh waters free courfe 
to the fea ; the banjts on one fide of the 
faid river was at that time fo low, by 
reafon of the before mentioned floods, 
tfiat the faid river was then a full mile 
in breadth : (fee Dwgdaje p. z6o and 

This petition, preceding the date of 
the aforcfaid prefentmcnt, Ihcws, that 
the narrpwnefs of the channel there 
mentioned, did not relate to the time 
then prcfent, but to the ftate pf the ri- 
ver, as it forpierly and antiently had 
been, for it appears by this petitioq 
that, before the time of that prcfent- 
ineiit;, it was by the breach pf the banks 
got to be a mile in breadth. 

And as nothing feems to have beep 

d^jie, in cpnfequence of this petition, 

another 
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another to the fame purport was exhi- 
bited in 1378, (1 R. II.) adding that; 
tlie faid water, by reafon of the extra- 
ordinary breadth, after the banks on 
one fide thereof were worn away, had 
fo great a power upon the banks on the 
other iide, that all the towns in thofe 
parts were frequently overflowed, and 
the charge of maintaining the faid 
banks grown fo great, that they were 
not able longer to fupport it, fo that 
their country was in much danger to be 
totally deftroyed, in cafe fome proper 
remedy were not fpeedily ufed. Upon 
which, a commiffion was appointed, and, 
jurors fworn ; when it was prefented, that 
the before named river, running up from 
the main fea into the country, through 
the midfl: of the towns of Clenchwarton, 
Tilney, Iflington, Wiggcnhall, Watling- 
ton and Rundon town, and farther, 
even to Podikc, were through this ex- 
traordinary rage of the fea, fo mifera. 
bly broken and torn, that the greater 
part of the lands and tenements ia 
3outb Lynn, Hardwick, Weftwinch, 
Setchithe 
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Setchithe magna, Sctchithe parva, vras 
overflowed and deftroyed. And that 
there was no other remedy for the fafety 
of thofe towns and the parts adjacent, 
againll the forementioned dangers, but 
only reducing the faid river within nar- 
rower bounds, and other means fol-» 
lowing. 

And they faid, that fuch a reftraint 
thereof might well, and conveniently 
be done, for the fafety before menti- 
oned, in a certain place called Larks- 
hime in South Lynn, in this manner; 
viz. that whereas the fame river did in 
that place, contain in itfelf forty perches 
in breadth, (every perdi being reckoned 
at fixtecn feet) it ought of neceflity to 
be reftraijied in that place, on both 
fides, for the fafety of thofe towns, 
thirty-four perches, every perch being 
of length aforefaid j fo that the breadth 
of the channel of the fame river, fhould 
be reduced to fix perches. 

This feems to have been the fame pre- 
fentment 
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fentment before mentioned, at whicif 
time, and before the river was growrl 
to be in fome places a mile, and in othef 
places, where it had formerly ufed tQ 
be, fix perches, it was then become for- 
ty perches, equal to one furlong in 
breadth. 

And as has been before f^d, that 
about the time of making the new chan- 
nel from Littleport, by Prieft-houfes, 
and diverting the waters of the great 
Ouze into the little Ouze, the channel 
at Lynn was nqt abqve fix pple§ wide, 
that diverfion of the great Ouze, mull 
have been made fome ages before the 
time of thefe prefentments; for it is 
not to be fuppofed, that fo great an air 
teration could have been efiefled in ^ 
^lort fpafC of time. 

It is hard tp determine at what time 
this was dqne, bat it is probable the 
courfe of the river from Wifbeach tp 
I^ittleport, was imbanked in the tim^ 
pf the SaxonS; who inhabiting the coun- 
try 
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try of Marfh land, when the furface 
thereof lay fixtcen or fcventeen feet 
lower than it now does, if the Romans 
did not do it before, they rnuft have been 
under a neceflity of doing it then, for 
the fecuring the country from the up- 
land-floods, which otherwifc mufl have 
fo often defcended upon them, as to 
have kept it almoft continually inun* 
dated and furrounded ; and. rendered 
unfit for cultivation and profit ; which 
by the phienomena before mentioned, 
feems not to have been the cafe at that 
time ; however, afterwards it might have 
been fo made, (by wearing down the 
banks) as mentioned by Dugdale, bcr 
fore the time of (27 H. II.) 1181, — 
which occafioned the making of the old 
Podike, to recover and defend it. 

As therefore it feems probable, that 
the courfe of the river between Wif- 
beach and Littleport, mult have been 
imbanked in the time of the Saxons, 
when the furface of the lands were fo 
much lower than they now are, the 
parte 
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parts of the Level abive thit river, muft 
have baea in their time, if not before, 
annoyed by the flop^jage of the waters 
by thofe banks. . 

And though feveral expedients may 
have been, and certainly were made ufeof 
by fewers and drains, leading into the 
principal rivers, to convey the waters 
downtofea, by which means the channels 
and out-falls would be forfome timepre- 
ferved; yetby the negleS of thofe drains 
and fewers, great inconveniences would 
arife, andgreatpart of the level wouldbe 
kept inundated and furrounded : which 
would induce the perfons immediately 
interefted, to feek fome other ways of 
relief; and upon this principle it is 
moft probable, that, by negleft of the 
drains and fewers, at firft formed, and 
contrived to drain the waters of that part 
of the Great Level, into the great channel 
of the Ouze leading to Wifbeach, that 
the waters of the great Ouze were 
turned into the little Ouze; and that 
at a time when the out-fall might be 
yet in a tolerable good condition, and 
perhaps 
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perhaps might have fo continued, had 
thofe fewers and drains been properly 
maintained and preferved, and had the 
waters of the great Ouze, not been divertJ 
cd and turned out of their antient courfe; 

And that this has been the cafe^ 
ieems to appear, by the account con- 
tained in Dugdale ; who fays, it hath 
been a long received opinion, as well 
by the borderers upon the fens, as o- 
therSf that the totad drowning of this 
Great Level (whereof we have in our 
times been eye-witneffes) has for the 
moft part, been occafioned by the neg- 
left in putting the laws of fewers in due 
ejtecution, in thefe latter times : and 
that before the dilfolution of the monaf- 
teries by king H. VIII. the paflages for 
the water were kept cleanfing, and the 
banks with better repair, chiefly through 
the care and coft of thefe religious 
houfes. 

As after the firft imbankation of tha 

marflies, and rivers by the Romans, it 

^came neceffary to contrive proper 

drains and fewers, to convey the Waters 

oflT 
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ofF the lands into the main channels, 
and as the property of moft of the lands 
in the Great Level, were at, or foon after 
that time, vefted in the religious houfes, 
the rulers and governors of which, were 
very afliduous to maintain and impnjve 
their feveral properties and intercfts. 

Upon thofe principles feveral ufe- 
ful drains and fewers appear to 
have been contrived and formed by 
them, and great improvements in their 
particular diftridls to have been made ; 
yet, as many contentions and difputes 
relating to their rights, properties, and 
grants, often arofe between them, by 
which means the fewers and drains 
were negletled, and grew into decay, 
and by that means formerly, as well as 
latterly the greateft part of the Level be-' 
came inundated and furrounded, and 
the outfall fuffered damage and decay. 
With an intent therefore, more e6Fe£lu- " 
ally to remedy thefe inconveniences, 
it feems to be, that the waters of the 
great Ouze were turned, as before faid, 
into the chaimel of the little Ouze, and 
that 
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that before the outfall at Wifbeach be- ' 
came greatly decayed. But after this 
was done, and the waters of the Nene 
were cither turned down in the iame 
manner towards Salters-lode, or found 
that courfe of .themfelves, by meeting 
with obftruftions at Wifljeach, which 
forced them to find it out, then the out- 
fall at Wifbeach having loft fuch great 
bodies of back-waters, muft have de- 
cayed with a celerity proportional to 
the improvement, and increafe of the 
outfall at Lynn, which had acquired 
the additional advantage thereof, fo 
that inprocefsoftime, the old paflage of 
theOuze, andagreat part of the Nene, 
became intirely loft, and the outfall 
ruined; and the haven of Lynn became 
the great and principal fewer and out- 
fall to the levels. 

By the foregoing accounts and rea- 
Ibning, it appears that, the decay and 
lofs of the outfall at Wifbeach, and the 
inundation and furrounding of the 
Great Level, has not been owing to any 
r^ular 
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feguUr operation, which nature was 
carrying on to produce thofe effefts; 
but to works of men, which have 
thwarted and obftrufted nature, in the 
regular courfe of her work ; by which 
ihe had maintained the Level in a fruit- 
full condition, and preferved the riven 
and Out-falls deep and good, for a long 
fuctieflian of ages. And for aught of 
any thing that appears to the contrary, 
from the time of die general deluge, to 
the time of the imbantation of the 
hiarlhes; 

And as the decay and lofs of the out- 
falls, of the feveral principal rivers, by 
which the watei^ of the Great Level 
were conveyed to fea, appears to be 
owing to futh works and acddents, as 
have apparently been done, and that 
country is liable to, and aSually has 
at many different times fuftained, there 
can be no need to have tecourfe to fuch 
violent and perpetual caufes, as earth- 
quakes, the violence of which, it does 
not appear this happy country has ever 
been cionfiderably affected With. 

G Having 
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Having fliewrj by what means the !!*■ 
ver and out-fall at Wifbeach came into 
decay, and in a manner loft, I Ihall 
now confider, how the upper parts of 
the Level were preferved found and 
good, when the furface of the country 
was fo much lower than it now is, as it 
appears to have been, and the tides at 
the mouths and out-falls of the rivers 
rofeas high, if not higher, than they do 
at this prefent timci and covered the 
mirflies lying near them fLxteen or eigh- 
teen feet in depth. 

In order to account for this, it may 
not be improper to mention, what ati 
ingenious and judicious gentleman has 
faid in his reporti concerning the drain- 
age of the North Level of the fens, and 
the out-fall of the Wifbeach river, in 
p. 7, he fays, it is true, that the fuppofi- 
tion of fo larige a channel, would bring 
a much greater influx of tide into the 
country ; for it appears that the high 
fpring-tides flow at fea, higher by near* 
five feet, and the ordinary fpring-tides 
"hove a foot higher than the ordinary 
furface 
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furface of the witer at Peterborough- 
bridge, when the levels were taken, 
(which levels were taken by myfelf iii 
in the year 1767) yet by the fame riile, 
that the waters require a declivity to fea- 
ward at low water, oii account of di- 
■ftance^ it would require a decliVity to 
land-Ward on tide of flood ; that is, dl- 
ftance requiring time, it would be confi- 
derably ebbed at the river's mouth, be- 
fore it would be high water at a diftdhcfe 
up the rivelT; 

From this obfervation, I flball noW 
more particularly confider the ftate of 
the tivers Ouze arid Nene, and the 
out-fall at Wifbeach, as they antieritly 
were in refpfeft to the land's in the up- 
per part of the Level. 

It appears by the difcoveries niade 
about Spalding And Wifbeach, before 
inentioned, that the furfacfe of the lands 
in that part of the country, were antient- 
ly about ten feet lower, than they are at 
prcfent; and when the river and diit- 
faU at Wifbeach was the channel; which 
G a conveyed 
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conveyed the great body of the Ouze 
and Nene waters unitedly to fea, not 
only before, but confiderably after the 
firft imbankment of the marlhes, efpe- 
cially whilft the original drains contriv- 
ed to lead the waters into it, were kept 
in good order, and before the great 
Ouze was diverted from it, the faid .ri- 
ver and ou,t-fall, mull have been pre- 
ferved in a good condition for fome 
time; during the continuance of which, 
channel mud have been kept low and 
deep. 

It wilt not be difficult therefore to al- 
low, that the low water mark in the' 
channel, at or about as far diftant from 
the town as the prefent river's end is 
now, might ftand at about eight feet 
beneath, or lower than the furface of 
the lands there at that time. And that 
ftere might be a depth of about twelve 
feet water, at low water in the channel. 
This being allowed, which are circum- 
ftances fomething fimilar to the ftate of 
the prefent chaosd at Lynn, which is 
now 
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now become the great out.fall to the wa- 
ters aforefaid. 

It will appear by the levels taken in 
the year X767, that the|ow water mark 
at the river's end, at that time was as 
low as it now is at the firft beacon at the 
eye, and the bottom of the channel at 
the former place, nearly as !low as that 
jn the latter place. 

For by the faid levels if was fonnclt 
th^t the low water ^ark at the {aid 
- beacon was ten feet, feven inches lower 
than the faid mark at the river's end, and 
the land's being noiw found to be levcn 
feet, four inches, feven-tenths, higher 
than the low water jnark at that place^ 
fonfequently are feventeen feet, eleven 
inches, feven-tenths, highet than low 
water mark at the beacon ; but the an- 
tient furface of the country being about 
ten feet lower, than it now is, muit 
feavc been but feven feet, eleven inches, 
ieven-tenths, fay eight feet, higher 
^laii the prefent low water ^ark at 
93 the 
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the beacon, and tKe low water marK 
being fuppofed eight feet under the- 
antient foil, muft have been jull about' 
as Iqw at the river's end, as now at tljie- 
faid beacon, where there being about 
twelve feet water at low water; which 
is the fame depth as is' fuppofed to have 
been at the river's end! the bottom of 
the channel muft therefore have been 
about level with the beacon: which is 
much the fame refult, that the author 
of the J^eport bjsfore ^entioned^ h^ 
broyght it to : who choofing to fave the. 
trouble of coUefting iinconnefted fails, 
formed an hypothefis, as might more 
readily lead him to the conclulion, and 
feeing the peceflityoflarge and deep ^i-' 
vers, .chofe rather to fuppof<^, thwi 'de- 
fcribe them. k 

, But the great difference between us is, 
^hat he fuppofes thofe mutations and 
changes, whicb have inundated and 
furrounded the. level, . choked up the 
river, and.^ined the antient andp;:jgi- 
:;^1 out-fa^L at 'VVifbeach, have been 
/ owing 
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owing to the regular and fecret opera- 
tions of nature, which he makes both 
the inftrument of producing a country, 
and deflroying it. 

By the fame uniform manner of pro- 
ceeding, he does indeed feem to find 
himfelf under the neccffity of takinga lit- 
tle affiftance from art, wherche fuppofes, 
that thofe fmall imbankments, made 
with fo much facility, by fuppofing 
the tide-waters, from their original re- 
ceptacles, were the primary caufe of 
thofe new formed rivers f^ling^ into de- 
cay. 

On the contrary, it appears from hi- 
llory, fefcls, arid "difcovtries made, that 
nature had for a long courfe of ages 
been carrying on a falutary work, con- 
tinually advancing the good of the le- 
vel, and the improvement of the rivers ■ 
and out-falls ; which there is all the i«a- 
f6n in the world to believe, would have 
been continued down to this very day, 
Iliad not her operations been thwarted. 
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and interrupted, not by the feeble ef- 
fort of a few, poor, ignorant, unflcil- 
full filhermen, but by the ftupendous 
work of a mighty and potent people, 
who have left them as tellimonies and 
proofs of their fkill, . to furprife and 
amaze fucceeding generations. 

But leaving this digreflion, I fhall now 
turn piy thoughts on the upper part of 
the Level, particularly about PeterboT 
rough, and confider the ftate of the 
lands in that neighbourhood, as they 
•feem to have flood in relation to the rit 
ver and out-fall at Wifbcach, as before 
fpecified. 

That the Level in general has been 
lower than it now is, many difcoveries 
evince. And thofe fwaths of grafs, 
found by Mr. Underwood at Whittlefea, 
lying upon a perfeS; foil, eight feet be- 
low the prefent furface, indicates that 
the antient foil was thereabouts, eight 
feet lower than at the time of their dif* 
Cpve^ : and as it feems to appear by 
■■■-'. the-" 
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the levels taken, that the land by thq 
town-fide at Peterborough, is about 
two or three feet higher than the waihes 
at Whittlefea, it may be fuppofed, that 
the lands at Peterborough were antiently 
about five feet lower than at prefent, 
and as they were then (thofe that lay 
next the river) in the Hate of meadow, 
and the more high parts, foreft, it may 
eafily be granted that the waters in the 
river run four or five feet under the . 
contiguous foiL 

Now by the levels, which have been 
taken, it appears, that the prefent fur- 
face of the lands adjoining to the town, 
are about twenty feet, nine inches, high* 
er than the low water mark, at the firft 
beacon at the eye, at the fea below Wit 
beach, and from the deduflions before 
made, it was concluded, that formerly 
the low watei* mark and the bottom of 
the channel at the river's end, were as 
low as they now are at the beacon. 

And indeed I fufpeft, that more an> 
tiently 
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ticntly they were at both places consi- 
derably lower ; as the marfhes and lands' 
near the out-falls of the rivers, feem ac- 
cording to fome accounts, to have been 
in fome places fixteen or eighteen feet 
lawer, than at prcfent. 

And thoi^h the high and low water 
marks <m the coaft, next thfe open oce- 
an, muft continue much the fame in 
like circumftances, yet in the deep ' 
"bays, and near the mouths of the rivers,^ 
the channels and courfes of the floods 
and ebl», amongft fuch large beds of 
fands, as there are lodged in the bay, be-'" 
tween Lincolnfhire and Norfolk, may 
fo alter as to vary the high and low wa- 
ter marks in particular places, as feems 
at fome time to have been the cafe of 
the channel leading from Lynn to fea, 
down as low as the antient Fellney, and 
Farrier Roads : for which fee fiadeflade ; 
page 60. 

But now to return ; the prefent fur- 
face of the land at Peterborough, beiAg 
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a$ before faid, twenty feet higher than 
i^e low water mark at the river's end 
formerly, and being antiently fuppofed 
to be five feet lower than it now is» it 
muft have been fifteen feet higher than 
the low water mark at the faid rjyer's 
end, and the furface of the water being 
fuppofed four or five feet lower than 
the lands, muft have been ten or eleven 
feet higher than the faid low water 
mark, at the river's end, which is up- 
wards of three feet more fall, than there 
now is at that place ; but there is great" 
reafon to fuppofe from the obfervations 
above made, that the fall muft have been 
eight or nine Feet more than it now is, 
though at that time the furface of the 
water at Peterborough, was feven feet 
and a half lower than it is now ; which 
is but about four feet and a h^f, higher 
than tl^f prefcpt bpttom of the river 
there. , 

The low water mark at the river's 
end, having been fomierly as low as i^ 
^w is at the beacon, viz. eighteen feet, 

;. ■■- two 
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two inches, and four-tenths lower than 
the prefent ordinary furface of the water 
at Peterborough-bridge, and it appearing 
by obfervations made by Mr. Swinton, 
on a large fpring tide, that below the 
river's end, at the diftance of about 
twenty eight miles from Peterborough, 
the water flowed about five feet higher, 
than the prefent level of the water there, 
and by the line laid down by him, in 
the fcale of levels taken in 1767, it ap- 
pears that the fame tide rofe at the river's 
end, (which is at the diftance of about 
twenty three miles and a half from Pe- 
terborough) three feet nine inches, above 
the faid level; the difference in di- 
ftance is about four miles and a half^ 
and the difference in the height, of flow- 
ing above the line of the prefent level, 
is about one foot, three inches, there- 
fore -when the furface of the water at 
Peterborough ordinarily fl:ood feven 
feet and a half, lower than it now does, 
fuch a tide mufl; have rifen twelve feet 
and a half at the former place, and ele- 
ven feet three ixidies at the latter, vi«. 

at" 
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at he river's end, higher thia the level 
of the water at that tltn^ at Pdterbo- 
rouofh, arid as there aop^ars to be a 
difference of one fo3t three inches, of 
its flowing above the horizontal level, in 
the different diflance of four miles and a 
half. 

And if it be fuppofed, that the furface 
of the water in the time of its flowing, 
makes a regular inclined plane, declin- 
ing from the feainto the country, (which 
though it may not be mathematically 
true, yet it may have fome analogy to 
it) the differences of heights above the 
horizontal level, taken from the moft 
diflant point, to which the tide would 
reach, would be proportional to the 
different diftances of the fevcral places, 
from the faid point, or to the different 
difliances of the places themfelves, reck- 
oned from the fea ; which rule being 
taken, as a rule of proportion, that if the 
difference of flowing in four miles and 
a half, is one foot, three inches, the faid 
difference in twenty three^ miles and a 
half, 
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lialf, that is, at the diftance of the ri~ 
ver's end, from Peterborough, will b'ii 
fix feet, fix inches, which as the water 
there in its ordinal^ height, was fuppof- 
cd to be at that time,- five feet under 
Ibil, it would .then riife one foot, fii- 
inchesontotheland, thatis, fuppofing it 
had continued its height at the river's 
end, till the tide had arrived at Peter- 
borough. 

But as in all probability the: tide 
muft have been three or four hours 
in pafling from theriver'^ end to Peter- 
borough, in that titne it would be great- 
ly fallen at the former place ; by which 
means the height of the latter would be 
much abated, fo that it cannot be efti- 
mated, to have rifen much above, the 
furface of , the meadows, wherq it would 
remain but a very fhort fpace of time, 
and rather improve than injure them. 

But as the aforefaid gentleman obferves, 
this was a very particular tide, fuch as 
only happens from fuch a coincidence 
of circumftances, as concur bu't Vefy 
feldom, and lofe above the ordinary 
flowing 
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jQowing of fpring tides, about three ix 
four feet ; from which it may be , con- 
cluded that the meadows about Peter- 
borough, were antiently not annoyed 
by the flowing of the ordinary tides, 
though the rivers, were antiently unim- 
banked, and the furface of the country 
was confiderably lower than it now is. 

And. as this inliance feems analogous 
to the ftat^ of the other rivers, antiently 
paffing thrbugh Uje Great Level, as well 
as other parts of the flat countries, it is 
manifeft, that the foil of the I,evds at 
a diffance from the fea, might be found 
and good, and free from annoyances of 
floods, when the rivers were unim- 
banked, and the furface lower than it 
is at prefent. 

For as the author of the aforefa^d re- 
port obferves, (page/,) that the land- 
floods feldom rife in the open tide- ways, 
^d therefore, as has been before ob- 
ferved, the upper parts of the Levels 
would never be hurtfuUy annoyed 
thereby. As the rivers being deep and 
low, they with the natural declivity of 
the 
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the country, and nothing to interrufrt 
the freedom of their defcent, if at any 
time they rofe on the land, would ne- 
ver flay thereon, fo long as to prejudice 
the foil, or hurt the produflions; for 
which leafon the Levels might be then, 
as phaenomeni indicate they were, a 
flourilhing country, (locked with wood 
and timber trees, which having ftood 
for fuch a multitude of years, fome of 
them muft have been very large ; as 
Dugdale defcribes thofc found in the - 
ifle of Axholm to have been ; (fee page 
141,) where he fays, on making feve- 
tal channels for the draining thereof; 
great numbers of oak, fir and other 
trees, were found in the moor; the oak 
trees lying foniewhat above three feet 
in depth, and near their roots, which 
do (till itand sis they grew, viz. in finn 
earth below the moor, and the bodies 
for the moil part northweft from the 
roots, not cut down with axes, but 
burnt afunder, fomcwhat near the 
ground — as the ends of them being 
coaled, do manifelt ; of which fort there 
are 
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are multitudes, and of an extraordinary 
bfgnels; viz, five yards in eompafs, 
and fixteen yards long, and fome fraaU- 
er of a great length, with a good quan- 
tity of acorns near them, and of fmall 
nuts, fo many, that there have been found 
no lefa than two pecks, together in fome 
places. 

Bat the fir trees do lay afoot or eigh- 
teen inches deeper, of which kind, 
there are more than any other : Nay, 
in the year 1653, there was a fir pole 
taken, up by one Robert Brown, of 
Haxey, thiity-fix yards long, (befides 
the top) lying near the root, which 
flood likewife as it grew, having been 
burnt, not hewn down, which tree bore 
at the bottom ten inches (quare, and at 
the top, eight. 

About twenty years fince, (in the 
fame.difcourfehe fays,) in the moor at 
Xhurn, (near five feet deep) was found 
a ladder of fir, of a large fubllance, with 
sibout forty flaves, which were thirty- 
H three 
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three inches afunder, but fo rotten, that 
it could not be got up whole. And in 
Haxey Carr, at the like depth a hedge 
with (lakes and bindings. 

The truth is, that there are fo great 
a number of trees, thus overgrown with 
moor, through a long time of Itagnation 
of the frelh waiters in thofe parts, that 
the inhabitants have for the fpace of di- 
vers years lafl: part, taken up at leaA, 
two thoufand cart loads in a year. 

And afterwards (page 174,) fpeaking 
of the Great Level of the fens, and the 
trees. Sec. found in like manner therein, 
he fays, add hereunto what I have al- 
ready obferved, in the ifle of Axholm, 
concerning the trees of oak and fir, 
found in fueh great numbers, in the 
making thofe drains and fewers ; which 
though this fen lies not contiguous to 
the other, yet out of all doubt it is on 
(Jie like Level, and w^ apparently a 
wdody country, as the former. 

To this accoxHit of Dugdale, I fliall 

take 
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take the liberty of adding, that in the 
furvey of the lands in Sutton and Mepal 
levels, and others adjacent, in the coun- 
ties of Cambridge and Huntingdon, in 
the year 1750 in my perambulations 
over the faid levels, at the bottom and 
fides of many of the drains made there- 
in, I ofaferved multitudes of roots" of 
large trees, ftanding as they had grown, 
at the depth of about three feet under 
the prefent moorifii foil, from which the 
bodies had manifellly been fawn off, 
and fomeof which I then faw lyinj^aC 
a fmall dtftance from their roots, at the 
fame depth before mentioned; and I 
was credibly informed, that great num- 
bers had been, and were ftill found, fe- 
vered ; and lying in the like manner. 

From wliich it appears, that the fur- 
face of this flat country, in the feveral 
counties through which it extends, be- 
ing much upon the fame level, was in 
the parts diftantfrom the fea, orthe up- 
per parts thereof, about five feet lower 
than it is at prefent, which parts v «re 
H 2 then 
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then fimilarly and generally prqdudlivfi 
of, and plentifully Hocked with, wood 
and timber trees* multitudes of whichi 
have manifeftly been taken down by 
the hands of men; fome being burnt; 
and others fawn down, and that not 
with any view of profit, ufe or mer^ 
chandize ; fince they were left lying 
ufclcfs upon the places* where they 
grew, or very near thereto ; they there- 
fore in all probability, muft have 
been taken down for military fervices, 
in order to clear the way, and to de- 
ftroy the fhelter of thofe people, who 
were fccured thereby. 

And as it appears by antient accounts, 
that the Britons, the inha .itants of this 
ifland, were a barbarous, illiterate, and 
a fort of favage people, making ufe of 
their woods not only for flielter and 
fecurity, but for their towns and habi- 
bitations, it is not to be wondered at, 
if they took the advantage of the in- 
cun:bered (late of the country, to fc- 
cure themfelves from their invaders and 
enemies. 
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be put under a neceflity of clearing their 
way, to get at them, fo by the large ar- 
mies, which they brought over, they 
■were the moft lil^ely to undertatke fo 
laborious a work. 

And ^s it appears, that in Flanders 
(which was a country of much the like 
iprt, with thofe called the fens) they 
imployed themfelves in the like labours t 
for which fee Dugd^Ie, (page ip, chap. 
5,) where he fays, (bis country was 
part pf Gallia, but fo fu^l pf woods i(nd 
fens, that the yiilprious Casfar could 
Xiot conquer it : though he fubdued a!^ 
France, except the impaflible fenny 
parts, in the province of the Menapii, 
which Csfar could never ppflefs ; as 
Dion Caffius teftifies, who ipeaks pf 
C<efar thus. 

After this, he marched with his forces 

againft the Morini, and the bordering 

Mcnapii, who as he thought, had been 

terrified by his other warlike atchieve- 

H 3 men^^ 
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ments, and eafy to be conquered; 
though he fubdued none of them. How- 
beit, they not dwelling in towns, but 
in cottages, within fenny places, com- 
pafled with thick woods ; ' having 
hidden whatever they moll efleemn 
ed, did more annoyance to the war- 
like Romans* than ever they recei\'ed 
from them. 

It is true, that Csefar, cutting down 
the woods, did attempt to pafs the fens, 
but by reafon of their greatnefs, and 
that the winter feafon approached, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, he forbore the en- 
terprife, 

pere is a defcriptlon of a country 
^nd people, fimilar to the antient ftatc 
of our fens, and the inhabitants of this 
ifiand, invaded by the faipe people, 
who in order to make their conqueft, 
engaged in the great labour of cutting 
down the woqds: In our ifland they 
completed their cOnqueft, maintained a 
numerous army of fourfcore thoufaiid 
men j and we find great multitudes of 
.• -■ ■ . . , ... , ^ " . ■^-■. '■.. . trees 
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trees taken down, and lying buried 
under a fiftitious foil ; can there then 
be any reafon to doubt, that thofe trees 
fo found, were taken down upon the 
fame account, and by the fame people, 
viz. the Romans? 

And as moft of the low lands in this 
ifiand, contiguous to the imbanked 
marfhes, which are now called fens, 
have antiently been in the like circum- 
ftances, with thofe now treated of, as 
appears by the great number of trees 
found in like manner, buried therein, 
and as the mutations therein, and the 
the rivers pafling through them, feems . 
to be fimilar to thofe, which have hap- 
pened in the Great Level, and coun- 
tries adjacent, there is great reafon to 
believe, they have arifen from fimilar 
caufes, viz. the works of art, and the 
fchemes and labours -of men, and princi- 
pally of the Romans. 

Returning now to the confideration of 

the antient Sate of the river about Wif- 

H 4 beach. 
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leach, arid the tides flowing into it, | 
have to obferve, that the furfacebf the 
country thereabouts, being at leafl, 
eight or ten feet lower than it is now,' 
and themarlhes nearer the fea, and per- 
haps a great part, if not the whole of 
Marfliiand, being iixteen or eighteen 
feet lower than at prefent, every ordi- 
rary fpring tide, muft have rifen twelve 
or thirteen feet liigher than the marflies 
below Wifbeach, and five or fix feet' 
higher than the lands in the neighbour- 
hood of that town. 

By which circumflances it clearly ap- 
pears, that neither Wifbeach,' Spaldingj 
Bofton, nor any of th? towns of Marfh- 
land, could have been built, or have 
been extant, before the firfl imbanka- 
(ions by the Romans ; and as Dugdale- 
alTerts, that piofl or all of the towns in 
Marlhland were extant, and inhabited 
■ by the Saxons,' and th6 tan vats and 
ihoes, being of the Saxon mode, ' foun^ 
near Spalding, fhew that the fame peo- 
ple alfo inhabited thofe parts, it plainly 
follows, that thefe countries niuft have 
been 
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been imbanked before their time* which 
therefore proves, the imbankation to 
have been a work of the Romans, as 
there were no others before their time 
likely engage in fuch an undertaking ; 
for any fmall and inconfiderable bank, 
in fuch circumftances could have been 
of no manner of utility. 

Having now traced out the caufes of. 
the decay of the river, and the great 
primary out-fall for the waters of the 
Great Level at Wiibeach, I Ihall next 
take notice of fome of the means, which 
were the mod early attemped, for the 
reftoring of the waters, and the recovery 
of them. 

Dugdale, (page 299,) fpeaking there- 
of fays, " I fliail next take notice of the 
manifold endeavours for the recovery, 
and the vaft expences which have been 
ufed in order thereto, and as after the 
imbankation, the country near the out- 
falls of the rivers became liable to fuf- 
tain damage, by cafuaL breaches of 
* the 
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the banks, by the violent force of the. 
fca, agitated and driven againft them, 
hy ftonns and tempefls, and the upper 
part of the Level to be inundated, by 
the want of providing, or the negleft of 
maintaining, proper and fiifficient drains 
and fewers, for its prefervation and 
relief." 

He tnentions a - dreadful inundation 
of the fea, which happened by a breach 
at Wifbeach, occafioned by a violent 
tcmpeft, (in 21 H. Ill,) in the year 
■ 1236, which beginning the day after 
Martinmafs day, lafted for the fpace of 
eight days, and deftroyed many fmall 
veffels, cattle, and men. 

And about feventeen years after, 
there happened fuch another woeful 
accident. Whereupon the king direft- 
ed his precept to the fhcriff, to di- 
ftrain for the repairs thereof, upcm 
all thofe who had lands within the 
precinSs of the old banlts, in thofe 
parts of Wifbeach, according to the 
quantity 
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ouantity of their tenures. AVhick lolfes^ 
iays Dugdale, though they were very 
great, might the better have been fup- 
ported, had not the obllruflion of the 
freQi wat6r annoyed them iti a more 
than ordinary meafure, which foihuch 
increafed, that the tenants of the bifliop 
of Ely, in Well, Elm, Wifbeach, Le- 
verington, Newton and Tyd, coni- 
plained thereof to the king, and obtain- 
ed a commiflion to make inquiry, and 
to caufe the faid banks of Rughmere to 
be repaired. 

Within a few years, the fea banks 
werfe bl-oken again, and another com- 
miflion appointed. 

But, fays he, thofe irruptions of the 
fea, as they were cal'ual, fo were 
' they not frequent ; nor did the floods 
continue fo long upon the land, as to 
deftroy it by drowning; the (lagnation, 
of the frefli waters producing much 
more damage; which for want of eva- 
cuation, were a coniUnC annoyance to 
-" ■ . — ' ■. ■■ the 
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the whole country thereabouts ; info-. 
ipauch that the inhabitants ol' Marlhland^ 
difcovering the danger of that province,^ 
by the increafe of thpfc wa(ters, did 
(in the 21 E, I.) in the year 1292 pror 
cure a cpmmiffion to inquire iarther 
ccmceming the lame; who fetting zt 
XJpwell upon the Monday after the feaft 
of St. Petei next cnfuing, and taking 
into, confideration what ought to be 
done, for reftoring tbofe waters of Up- 
well, (for fo that great river Oiize, which 
had fprmeriy paffedthat way, wa-i then 
called) ^o their- due ahtient courfe, did 
with the aflent of the country, ordain 
that there ftiould be three dams made, 
one at Upwell-bridge, another at Little- 
lode-bridge in Upwell, and the thjird. 
at f cndike-lake in UpweU alfo. 

An4 becaufe the inhabitants of MarOi- 
land, at whofe iriftance the faid com-, 
miffion was procured, perceived that 
the ordinance for the making of thofe 
three flops, would be for their benefit, 
they, without any authority from the 
faid 
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ikid juflices, given to them, or from the 
fheriflF, orany bailifFof the hundred, did 
of their own accord, and contrary to 
the tenor of the before fpecified com- 
miflion, make a flop of the faid water, 
iat Littlelode aforefaid, and fo contrived 
it, until by the force of water with the 
help of fome perfons, who palled that 
way with their boats, part thereof was 
opened. 

And finding it fo open they procur- 
ed another Commiflioner, who feem- 
ed to complain of the irt-egularity of 
the proceedings of the faid inhabitants 
of Marfhland, in making the faid Dam 
without proper authority given to 
them for the doing it; not that it 
was thought wrong in itfelf, for at 
the fame time the fame Commiffionei^ 
being appointed to view the Podike, 
received a verdi£i; from the Jurors im- 
pannelled and fworn, that tliere was 
^ neceflity, the water at UpweU Ihould 
be flopped at the houfe of one Ralph 
Smith of that town, and that the old 
courfe 
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courfe thereof fliould be cleanfed and 
enlarged from the fluice at Elm, to 
that ftopped at Upwell, forty foot in 
breadth, and made in depth full fix 
feet more than it was at that time. 

And to keep the water out of the 
work, whilfl this was doing, it was 
ordered, that the remainder of the a- 
forefaid Dam ftiould be taken up, du- 
ring the continuance of the work of 
fcouring and cleanHng^ 

But whether this work was under- 
taken and finifhed, or not, is uncertain : 
though it feems to appear, that not 
only that Dam, but the other too, 
according to the order before made, 
were put down, or at leaft one of them ;. 
viz. one at the faid place, called Lit- 
tle lode, and another at a place cal- 
led Waddingftow : for it appears by 
the prefentmcnt of the Jurors, given 
in to the CommifEoner appointed ta 
make inquiry, in 27. E. I. in the year 
X298, coiicenung the laid Aop at Lit- 
tle 
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lie lode, by which m:in? the water 
could not have its paflage to fea ac- 
cordingly, as it had aatiently u£ed. 

That Robert RufTcl, bailiff" to the 
abbot of Rimfey, John Mayner; W^- 
ter Halleman and others forcibly 
broke down that Dam at Small-lode 
(or Little-lode) and that one Richard 
Curfeys had done the like at Wad- 
dingftow: Whereupon the IheriflF had 
command to take them all, and am- 
prifon them, until he fliould receive 
farther .direftions therein. 

Lynn having at this time, by the 
enlargement of its river, become a more 
confiderable port, had increafed its 
trade and Ihipping, and it is probable 
the port of Wiibeach had proportion- 
ably declined, and its trade and flip- 
ping diminifhed : and indeed it looks as 
if Lynn was then become the more 
conliderable port] for in the 8 £. II. 
in the year 1314 there were com- 
plaints made, of the obltru^on thofe 
dams 
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dams occafioncd iit the navigation of 
the Ihips and veflels, trading from 
Lynn to Well and Holm, Upon which 
a Commiflion of inquiry was ordered. 

And in the 17 E* U. in the year 
■ 1323 the king receiving farther in- 
formation concerning the obftruftidn 
of the water of Wellftream, as the 
town of Well before mentioned, where- 
by merchants and others were hinder- 
ed from palling with their Ihips, and 
boats, and other veflels, from the 
town of Lynn, unto Yokelle, Holm 
and other places, lying in the Counties 
of Huntingdon and Norfolk, in fuch 
fort as they had formerly ufed to do, 
(and as the Commiflion in 8 E. II.) be- 
fore fpecified impoiteth, another Com- 
milBon was appointed to make inqui- 
ry- 

But it does not appear, that any 

thing in confequence of this Commif- 

Con was done, or that tbofe Dams were 

of any confiderable fervice to the 

channel 
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Channel and out-fall at Wilbeach, it 
is therefore moft probable that the 
channel from Upwell to Elm was not 
fcoured out, as the jurors reprefent- 
ed it ought to be ; for it feems thofe 
dams, by flopping the freQi waters in 
their defcent towards Lynn, an4 not 
having a fufficiently free paflage to Wif- 
beach, overflowed and inundated the 
Level, for thirty miles in length, and 
occafidned much damage to the pafture 
and tillage land, in moft of Che adjacent 
counties. 

Infomuch that in the 3 E. IIL in the 
year 1328, the jurors prefented to the juC- 
tices iti.ierant, fitting at Northampton, . 
that whereas the courfe of the river Nene 
had antiently been direflly from Peter- 
borough, unto Lynn in Norfolk, by 
which, corn, wool, and other articles; 
"were carried to that haven, and fronj 
■ thence provilions and other neceflTaries' 
that about twenty-eight years then p*(^ 
Walter de Langton, bifhop of Coventy 
and Litchfield, and treafurer to - ki^ 
I Edwff4 
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Edward the firft, (granted father to the 
then king) did for the draining his ma- 
nor of Coldham, fitu^Ce in a fenny foil, 
by his power and greatnefs, caufe a dam 
to be made at Upwell, in the faid coun- 
ty of Norfolk, vith earth and fand, fo 
that no navigable veQels could after- 
wards iMfs to a.id from Lynn, as they 
had wont to do, to the great damage of 
die faid kii^, and his peo{de,as weU of 
that county, as of Cambridge, Hunting- 
(}on, and Lincolnfhires. 

And that the fame Hop of thofe wa- 
ters defcending to Lynn, did caufe the 
lands, meadows, paftures, and marlhes 
of Borough-fen, and Thorney-fen, with 
divers others adjoining to be overflowed 
and drowned, to the damage of the men 
of that country, three thoufand pounds 
per ann. and upwards. And that £d- 
■ward Peverell, fon and heir to Robert; 
brother and heir of the faid bilhc^, 
then holding the faid manor, did main* 
.lin and continue the faid fpecified dam^ 
, ni by what authority th«y luKW not. 
Thi» 
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This it feems, brought on fome pro- 
ceedings at law, which litigation occa- 
fioned feveral commilCons, and pre- 
fentations, in which it was alleged, 
that by reafon of the obftru61;ion made 
to the navigation by thole dams, the 
Blips, boats, and veflels, trading from 
Lynn, to Holm, Yexley, Peterborough, 
Thorney, and Croyland, direSly by 
the way of Outwell, were Obliged to go 
about by Littleport, and Wellenhee; 
which in going and coming was fifty 
miles more, and greatly advanced the ■ 
price of freight. Befides the drowning 
of a vaft traft of country, and render- 
ing it unprofitable, ^fee Dugdale, pages 
^04, and 305.) 

Tlje faid dam being found to be fcr 
obftruSive to the navigation of the port 
of Lynn, and prejudicial to the coua. 
try, for want of a free paffage of the 
faid waters to Wilbeach, or for want of 
a proper out-fall there, the Iheriff of 
tiarfblk had command to pull it up. 
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And it does not appear, that Wifbeacll 
received much benefit by it, while it 
was ftanding, ; fo that little good was 
eflFeded by that attempt. 

In the 12 E. Ill, that is, in the year 
J337, there was another attempt made . 
to ftc^ the river Nene running to a cer- 
tain fifhing called Leverraere, in the 
town of Well, and belonging to the 
Abbot of St. Edmundlbury, but they 
were hindered from carrying it into ex- 
ecution. 

After this it does hot appear, that 
any more attempts were made, for the 
turning of the Nene from Lynn to Wit 
beach, but multitudes of prefentments 
and orders were made, for the fupport 
and repairs of the l»nks, and the cleanf- 
ing and fcouring of fuch fewers, as the 
imbankments of the original principal 
rivers obliged th em to contrive. Their 
views in which feldom extended farther 
thin the advantage of thofe particular 
tr%6ls aad dillii^s, in which they were 
more 
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inore particularly interefled, and what 
were more immediately annoyed ; and 
the perl'uit of fuch different fchemes 
produced, multitudes of new cuts and 
drains, and occafioned di^fputes and pre- 
fentments; for it often happened, that 
after the firft making, they were 
negleded, and fuffered to run to decay 
and come to ruin. 

But it feems to appear, that as great 
inconveniences and annoyances arofe 
from the decay of the out-fall at Wif- 
]|>.each, fo the gradual inlargement and 
improvement of the channel and out- 
fall at Lynn, afforded fuch relief to fome 
parts of the Level, and fuch great im- 
provements were made therein, that in 
the days ot king Henry the firft, great 
contentions arofe between the biftiop 
and abbots in the ifle of Ely, about the 
boundaries of their eftates, which cre- 
ated much trouble ta decide, (fee Dug- 
dalje, pages 357, and 358,) where he fays, 
' ** But what deferves more confideration, 
is the commodious and flpurifhing con* 
^tipn of fome of the' fens, pertaining 
1 3 antiendy 
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anticntly to this ifle, which occafioned 
nofmall difpute between the borderers 
thereon, concerning the extent of theii^ 
fcveral bounds ; for in king Henry the 
firft's days, I find, that after a long con- 
teft between the church of Ely, and the' 
abby of Thorney, about the limits of 
"Wifbeach fen, and Thorney fen, as alio 
of Thorney fen, and Whittlefey fen^ 
there were chofen prudent men, as well 
clergy as laity, to defcribe the bounda- 
Ties of their eilates and di(lri£ls, &c. ' 

But t^eir determinations, it feems, 
^ere not falisfaftory j for thbfe difpiites 
■were continued down to Henry the 
third's time, and frefh ones arofe, be- 
tween the bifliop of Ely, and the abbot 
ofRamfey, concerning the limits of their 
fen-lands, which was fetded about the 
year 1256, (40 H. III.)" 

The relation thereof, (fays Dugdale, 

p^ge 359) *' forafmuch as it fo amply 

manifefts, how fmall a trafl; all thofe 

parts had long before been, and to 

what: 
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what an height of imfHovemoit they 
were then grown; lihall here frnnan 
eminent hiilorian of that time (hew. 

In the year 1256, (40 H.HI,). Wik 
liam, bifhop trf" Ely, and KiigK, abbbt 
of Ramley, came to an agreement upon 
a contra vcrfy between them, concern- 
ing the bounds of their fens, whereof 
in thefe our times a wonder happened; 
for whereas antiently, time out of mind, 
they were acceffibte for neither man 
nor beaft, affording only deep mud 
with iedge and reeds; and poOefled 
by birds (yea much more, by devils, as 
appears in the life of St. Guthlac; who 
(finding it a place of horror and greaC 
folitude,) began to inhabit there; is noW 
changed into delightful meadows and. 
arable lands : and whatever part does 
not produce corn or bay, does -abun* 
dantly bring forth fedge, turt, and other 
fuel; very ufcful to the borderers: 
which occdfioned much difpute and con- 
tention between thpfe^r'wlK) were the 
Aoft aotient inhabitants in tbofe parts; 
1 4 nay 
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nay quarrels and fighting, concerning 
the bounds of fuch fruitful lands. For 
fo it happened, that on the feaft day of 
St. Peter, ad vincula, two of the canons 
of the priory of the holy Trinity in Lcm-* 
don, difputing about tiieir limits; rofe 
to fuch high words, as contraded fuch 
an implacable hatred between them;' 
fo that ftudying- revenge, the one tooki 
an opportunity to murder the other. • 

To which relation Dugdale adds this 
remark, in what manner, and by whom, 
thefe fens were drained^ I find not;, 
but it could not be without theckaring 
of thefe antient out-falls of the feveral, 
rivers, which both before, and fince, 
did overflow tUe whole Level; leaving 
.therefore the difcovery thereof to a far-, 
ther fcrutiny, I fl^.all. briefly point out 
fuch commifljons &c. &c. thus far Dug* 
dale^ ^ '■■ . .-.- - ■ ■-■ - ,,■ 

This I have ventured to impute to the 
impiTovement of the out-fall at Lynn,- 

- -■' ■' ■■' ' *7' 
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by the turning of the Ouze at Littleport, 
and the Nene at Salter's- lode, into that 
cfcannt'l, which though, at firft, it muft 
have been the occafion of the original 
iflundating and ■ fiirrounding the prin- 
cipal part of the ille of Ely, by bringing 
into^t more water than that channel,- 
in its then co'ntra£led ftate, could 
Carry off to fea ; yet, when that channel 
became -enlarged; and its out-fall inade 
deep and capacious, the waters would 
then be readily caa-ried off that way to 
the fea ; the country would be relieved, 
and therefore might be greatly im- 
proved, - ,' . 

For it appears, from what has been 
before faid, that by the repeated com- 
plaints of the inhabitants of Marfh-land, • 
pf the damage fuftained, by the force 
of the waters of the Ouze and Nene, 
running that way* it was thought ne- 
ceflary (in Edward the Firft's time, about 
the year 1292, thirty-fix years after the 
time before mentioned} to attempt to 
limi the Nene into its old courle, by, 
-i« — -'. ' ■■ dfuns 
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dam» matte at Upwetl and Outwell, for 
IfSat. purpofe : And by a petition pre- 
jented by people of Ma<41]-land, as we 
Inve before mentioned, it s^pears, tha( 
tnthe year 1342, in the time of Edward 
the third, the chai^ei of the river go- 
iog to-Lynn, was^then got to be ;^ vhol^ 
mile in biea^th^ 

And a6eH« the j-ithof E.HI. 133^ 
^ was ppefentcd, that within the com- 
pafs ef Ibcty years palt, in the pariih of 
Tilney, one church, with the parfonage, 
ar maniion-houfe, and twenty melTuages^ 
were ruined, and loft by the breaking ia 
fi the fca-water. 

And lb high np as- (tG £, t.) in-^tv 
1287, which was but thirty - one yeara 
before tJie time jtift now laentioned, in" 
which the upper part of the Eevel was 
in the flonrifhing condition before de- 
feiibed, there was a- eomtniffioa C(»ifti- 
tuted to inquire of eercain breaches ia 
iHe banks of Robert de Seals, in the 
BtV of IfiiagtoD, in the province of 
Marlh-laiid, 
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Marfh-land, which feems to have hecu 
^e breaqhes vhidi occanone4 the da- 
mages above mentioned, for' tl^e manqt- 
^loufe, and the twenty mefifuages there 
mentioned to be loft* belonged to the 
laid Robert de Seals. ' 

Anditappearsbyaprerentment, made 
to certain conraiiifioners, appointed for 
jlie repairs oF the banks, drains, and 
fewers, lying between Wiggenhall, 
Terrington, and Lynn Epifcopi ; la 
a £. III. (in the year 1327,) that the 
jurors thought it neceflary for the prefer- 
yatioa of the banks of thofe parts,- that 
certain keys and fhores fhould be made. 
|ot their iecunty s^ainll the force of the 
watiers. 

From all which circumftances, it 
inay be concluded, that the channel 
at Lynn in the time that the Fens were 
fo flourifhing, was become fnacious and 
deep, and a good outfall for the wa- 
fers both of the Ouze aiid Ncne. And 
therefore 
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therefore the upper parts of the Level 
ip-uit be greatly relieved thereby. 

And another, circumftance that might 
Qjntribute to the better draining, and 
the great improvement of the upper 
part or the Level, efpecially thofe con- 
tiguous to the river Nene, was, that 
for fome years, before the time abov^ 
mentioned, either part of the river be- 
tween Well and Littleport was left 
unimtjanked, or the banks were fo 
decayed and worn down, as before 
faid, fo that the waters above, ftaid 
not long upon the lands, but flowed 
down upon the province of Marflj- 
l^nd, in , fuch a manner, as to, render 
a great part of it unprofitable; and for 
which reafon, the inhabitants were at 
firft obliged, to make the old, and af- 
terwards the new Podike; after the 
making of which the landfloods 
meeting a flop in their prt^refs into 
tW province, fpread themfelves again 
over the upper part of the Level, and 
overflowing and funounding it, ren- 

4w 
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der it again defdlate and unprofitable; 
die drains and fewers aritiently made 
for leading the waters into the old courfe 
of the river, being then become ufeleis 
and unfervicable. 

Of the flourifhlng condition of the 
fens, William of Malmefbury ( who 
Teams to have wrote in the time of 
Henry II. ) has fpoken, in his difcrip- 
tion of Thorney; but that I conceive 
is not the Hate mentioned in H. III. 
time, which is defcribeci as a new and 
marvellous work, affefted juft at that 
time or there abouts; but the Hate he 
fpeaks of muft have been the origi- 
nal, antient, and prilline Hate of that 
lordlhip, otherwife the trees, therein 
mentioned, , could not have arrived at 
fuch maturity. 

He having before fpoken of the 
other parts of the Ifle, and then com- 
ing to Thorney faith thus, " Thorn- 
ey, though laft mentioned, and lei's 
in circuiti hath the priority in fame, 
reprefented 
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reprefented a very piradife, fdr tlUt 
in pleafure and delight, it refembles 
heaven itfelf; the very maiihes abound- 
ing with trees, whofe length without 
knots do emulate the Qars. 

The plain there it as level as the 
tea, which with the flourilhing of the 
grafs allureth the eye, and -fo fmootK 
that there is nothing to hinder him that 
runs through it: 

Neither is there any wade place, in 
It, for in fome parts thereof there are 
apple trees, in others vines, which ei- 
ther fpread upon the ground, or are 
laifed up with poles. 

A mutual ftrife there is between 
Nature and Art; fo that What the one 
produces not, the other fupplies ; What 
Ihall I fay of the beautiful buildings, 
which 'tis fo wonderful to fee the 
ground amidft thele fens to bear. 

If fuch was the Sate of this lord- 
Hup in the time of this author's writ- 
iog, 
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ing, it is plain by the difcription of 
the trees, and its otlier pn>du3s, that 
it mull have then continued in the 
original ftate, wrhich it had been ia 
before the Level was at firlt inundated 
and furrounded, and before it became 
that horrible lake and fen, which it is 
defcribed to have been in Sl Guthlac's 
time. 

But to leave this digreiSon;! fliaU 
return to the river Nene, which <8 
we have before obferved, after the tak- 
ing up of the dams at Upwell and 
Outwell, in the time of king Edward 
the third, was left as it were to it« 
courfe, and nothing more than common 
feems to have been done to the river of 
WilbeaSh, till about the time of H. VI. 
when a lellions of fewers was called ait 
Wilbeach, by John Colvile, Gilbert 
Haltoft, and others, (i6H. VI.) which 
was called Haltoft's commillion, as it 
feems to have been procured at his in- 
terceflion : at which time, it being pre- 
fented, that a funnel <^led MalEng^ 
iiam's funnel, lying under the hver of 
Elm. 
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Elm, and difcharging its water into the 
river of . Wllb-ach, at a place called 
Bevis ; by reafori that the faid river had 
for many years pift, b^en (b filled up 
with fill and find, brought by the fea 
tides, that it could have no paflage 
there. 

It was ordered, that the water palling 
through thfe faid pipe, Ihould by means 
of other certain drains, be led to a fun- 
nel then lying under the river of Wif- 
beach called Coldham-pipe, and fo to a 
flood-gate in Leverington, called Dreu- 
gardj and thence to fea. 

And it being at that time alfo prefented, 
that John Everard efq; William Caus 
efq i and John Green, had ftraightened 
the common river of Wilbeach, with nets 
and other engines therein placed, and 
that the abbot of Dereham had one kidle 
in the common fewer of Wilbeach, called 
Plants-were, as alfo another kidle in the 
fame fewer, &c, 

II 
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. It was ordered and decreed, that all 
the fewers belonging to every hamlet 
of Wifbeach, from the fen-bank to the 
fea-banks, Ihould be well fcoured and 
cleanfed, at certain times of the year, 
by thofe who antiently ufed to fcour 
the fame. 

And that all Kidles, Slamps, Dams 
and other engines in the river of Wif- 
beach whereby the water was in any 
fort ftraightened or flopped, (hould be 
removed and taken away ; and that no - 
man thenceforth (hould make any 
Slamps, Dams, Kidles or other engines 
in the faid river from Guyhirn to the 
fea upon penalty of five pounds, to 
be paid to the bifhop of Ely ; and that 
there fhould be a Guardian appointed 
to overfee, open, and fhut, the four 
Qotes 'of Wifbeach, Leverington, New- 
ton; and Tid St. Giles's. 

And that the river of Wifbeach 

fhould be fcoured and enlarged in 

all places defective, from Guyhirn to 

K the 
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the fea, as need required, by all the 
Land-holders within the faid hundred 
of Wilbeach, each man according to 
the proportion of his holding. 

And that the Wardike between evej 
ry town, (hould be raifcd higher, and 
well repaired and maintained by thofe 
to whom they belonged. 

And in the year following, there 
were prefentments made to the faid 
gentlemen, for the cleanlingandTcouring 
the fouth eau, antiently called the old 
eau, whereby the waters of Nene and 
Welland ought to pafs, by Noman's- 
land, in Croyland, into Dowfdale in 
the fame town, and thence by South 
£au-dike, unto the eaft end of the faid 
Throkenhold in Leverington near the 
Crofs, and thence into the fewer called 
Fenditch, in Leverington and Wilbeach, 
unto the river of Wifbeach, at Guy- 
hirn. 

And at the fame time, prefentment 

was likcwife made, for the fcourijig of 

the 
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the river Nene, from Thorney-bar, and 
from thence to Noman's-knd, there to 
join the waters of Welland in their 
courfe to Wifbeach afore-faid. 

And alfo to cleanfe and fcour out the 
other part of the Nene from Peterbo- 
rough-bridge, to Wodefhed, in Wy's- 
lefey, thence to Wy's-lefey, and thence 
by Wittlefea, to Wardfcote, in Wfaittle- 
fea, and thence to the great river of Wif- 
Eeach. 

The prefentations, containing the moft 
material matter relating to the river 
Nene, and Wifbeach river, from the 
time of Edward the third, to the time 
of Henry the fixth, being about the 
fpace of ninety-eight years, I have been 
die more particular in collecting, for 
two reafons, viz. firft, as they gave 
fome defcription of the courfe and ftate 
of the rivers ; and as the plan, on which 
thefe prefentments feem be founded, 
muft, if the works had been properly 
executed, have greatly contributed to 
Ka the 
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the improvement and prefervation oi 
the then decayed river of Wifbeach : 
As by them a confiderabfe part of the 
Ouze and Nene, muft have been turned 
into the river at Wifbeach, as the Weft- 
water, which was a very confiderable 
part of the Ouze, joining the Nene at 
Great-crofs, would be carried with it 
through Plant-water, into Wifbeach fi- 
ver at Guyhirn, where meeting the 
other branch of the Nenc with the Wcl- 
land, brought there by the old fouth 
eau, would conftitute a flrong body of 
water for maintaining the channel from 
thence to the fea. 

And had thofe waters pafTed wholly 
that way, it muft have been a great 
means of rcftoring the out-fall : But it 
feems, long before that time, and I fup- 
pofe, as foon as the channel at Lynn be- 
gun to be enlarged, by turning the great 
Ouze into it, and to give relief to the 
fouth part of the Level, it was, that 
the river Nene was turned into it, by 
the way of Salter's-lode, for in the i » 
E.UI. 
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E. Iir. it wasprefented as a thing for- 
merly done, viz. That the ftream of 
the water called Wellenhee, which had 
been wont to run towards the fea, un- 
der the fea-bank of Wallfokcn, where 
it had made fo great a depth and hollow- 
nefs, that the lands in that town,had afuf- 
iicient evacuation of their waters to the fea 
thereby, being at the fuit of the inhabi- 
tants of the counties of Northampton, 
Cambridge, Huntingdon, and Lincoln, 
made to the king, and judgment of his 
court, diverted towards Wiggenhall and 
Well-dam, the fands were grown to that 
height in thofe channels, wherein it had 
formerly paffed, that the waters of the 
faid to>vn of Walfoken, could not drain 
any longer that way; by reafon of 
which, no lefs than three hundred acres 
of winter corn, were in the feventh 
year of king Edward III. overflowed 
and drowned ;aud the three following 
years the like. 

This dividing and diverting of the 

waters, fo leffened their force and efE- 

K 3 cacy. 
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?acy, and the quantity of the ebbs be- 
ing alfo-fo much dimininied, by de- 
priving the tides of their antient recep-' 
tacles, there was not power and force 
fuificient to grind out the 'channel, or 
preferve the out-fall; efpecially as by 
the largenefs of the oiit-fall below, the 
waters flowed into the rivers, and banks 
were out of repair, without returning 
immediately to fea, and by the decay of 
the banks, the drains and fewere would 
be iilled up with foil and miid, and the 
waters hindered from . getting through 
them into the main river, and it feems 
py fuch negleQs, the channel became 
|bobftru£l:ed,andthe lands fo furround- 
ed, that in the year 1490, in 4 H. VII.' 
and about (ixty-two years after the pre- 
sentations made by virtue of Haltoft's 
commiliion, who in the 6 H, VI. re- 
lided about Well, and was on^ of the 
barons of the Exchequer. 

John Morton bilhop of Ely, and 
lord chancellor of England, to avoid 
(ho ipa^iy croplied pal&ges in th^ riv«r 

,. , ....;,,,... _ .. Nene; 
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Nene, between Peterborough and the 
fea, (by the way drowning many 
thoufand acres) out of the whole ground 
made a new river, now called Morton's 
Leam, or the new Leam, forty feefc 
wide and fourteen deep, from Stand- 
ground fteafe within about a mile of 
Peterborough to Guyhirn, in a hamlet 
in Wifbeach parilh, being in length 
about fourteen miles. For, finding that 
without a great head of frefli waters to 
fcour both the river and the out-fall, all 
would be loft, he took a part of Her- 
cules's labour upon him, and by mak- 
ing the above-faid new cut, and fetting 
down a fluice at Stand-ground aforefaid, 
to turn the watere of the Nene through 
it, down to their antient out-fall at Wif- 
beach, and by bringing in a great abun- 
dance of frelh water, by divers courfes, 
viz. the river of Great Crofs, or Plant- 
water, from the united branches of the 
Ouze and Nene, defcenxiing by Ben- 
wick ; and by the Nene and Welland, 
through the fouth eau, and principally 
by the new cut aforefaidi all uniting in 
K4 ena 
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one body at Guyhirn, he thought to re- 
cover and maintain the river and out- 
fall at Wifbeach, and reheve that part 
of the Level, and to make the matter 
compleat, it feems continued through 
Wifbeach, for the more fpeedy dehvery 
of the waters, attempting to cut through 
thefea-dike. (fee Dugdale, page 372) 

At Bevy's-crofs, and again at Eaftfield- 
cnd, and nigh the Horfe-lhoe in Lever- 
ington, (which banks were in lefs than 
thirty years ordered by commifTion to 
be maintained, from the firll flope of 
the bank fifty feet high) and fo made a 
new out-fall from Wilbeach to the four 
Gotes, and thence to fea. 

This certainly was an undertaking 
adopted upon very judicious principles ; 
as by that means the whole body of 
that branch of the Nene was intercepted 
at Stand-ground, which being aUtfled 
by the o^er branch, united with the 
W'elland, as'alfo'with a confiderable 
branch of the Ouze, coming from Great- 
crois, through Plant-water at Guyhirn, 
. - . . ,.,. . ^1. ,.---, , . and 
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and being led by a lower out-fall to fea, 
carried with it a great profped of fuc- 
cffs, and feems to have effe£led fomc 
very confiderable things at the firft ; for, 
fays our author, then were Wifbeach 
fens by this doing made good fheep paf- 
tures ; then was the fall of the waters in 
Wifbeach fo great, as no man would 
venture under the bridge with a boat, 
but by veering through, (fee the State 
of the Navigation, publilhed by Mr, 
Kinderly, page 68) 

But I am fomething doubtful, whe- 
ther this fchemc was ever compleatly 
executed^ as I find it was prefented in 
the 20 H. VIII, anno, 1528, about thir- 
ty years afterwards, that the river Nene 
having its rife above Northampton, and 
coming to Peterborough-bridge, and 
thence to Noman's-land, there entering 
into the fouth eau, which is diftant from 
Peterborough about fourteen miles by 
eilimation : The faid river ought to be 
fcoured and cleanfed by the abbots of 
Peterborough and Thorney; but was 
not. 

At 
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At which time it was alfo prefented 
that the waters of the river Nene^ 
which it feems was called the great 
Eau, ufed to be conveyed to the 
north fea at Wifbeach, from Great 
Crofs to March, and the new leam, 
the faid river a,t Great Crpfs being 
not above ten miles diftant from Wif- 
beach, and fVom March to Wifbeacfa 
not above &x miles and an half; and 
by reafon of the decay of the faid 
fewers being forced to take in a man- 
ner its fall and whole courfe contrary- 
wife from its natural and moft 
ready fall at Wilbeach in form a- 
forefaid, is conftrained unto the faid 
chapel in Upwell aforefaid, called 
Shrewfnefs point, where it divides in- 
to two branches, the one going from 
the faid point South- Eaft ward, called 
the South branch, by Upwell and Wel- 
ney to Littleport, into the Ouze by 
Littleport Chair, and by Lynn to fea, 
in a courfe of four miles in length. 

And the other called the North brandi 

proceeding from the beforementioned 

point 
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point to Outwell, and by North dclf 
and Salters lode into the fjiid river^ 
and fo by Lynn to fea, in courfe of 
twenty eight miles in length, and 
from "the faid Leam in March a- 
forefaid, unto the north feas* at KingV 
Lynn, by the faid fouth branch is for- 
ty eight miles, and by the faid north 
branch twenty eight miles. 

The decay of which feveral fewers, 
with the rivers,' lodes anc} drains from 
them extending unto the faiid town 
of Wilbeach, they ' fay are the chief 
and Tpecial occaiGons of the drowning 
eight thoufand acres of marfli and paf- 
ture grounds, and damaging 1600 acres 
of infields in the towns of Upwell 
and Outwell. 

This being only about thirjy years 
after, makes me greatly doubt, whe- 
ther upon the making the new leam 
by bilhop Morton, the waters were 
fo collefted, as in the account before 
given of that undertaking is defcribed. 

P ' In 
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In the 13 Eliz. it was prefented 
that the fea banks beginning at Tid 
gote in Tid St. Giles, and leading to 
the Horfe (hoe, being in great decay^ 
fhould be made in height twenty feet 
above the fait marfli, and in breadth 
fix feet; and from the Horfe (hoe to 
Crab marlh gate and from thence to 
the Huice of Wifbeach, of the fame 
breadth and height. 

And it was alfo prefented that the 
' old Eau, alias Sank Eau Ihould be 
cleanfed from Clow's crofs to the 
North weft corner of Throkenhold. 

And that the fewer called the new 
learn viz, Morton's leam from Khar 
lake to Standground, being fo grown 
up that no water can pafs in dry 
years, to the utter decay of Wifbeach 
tiver, be diked thirty feet wide, and 
fix foot deep. 

And that the great river of Wifbeach 
being much decayed, raifed, and filted 
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Up, by reafon of the flowing and eb- 
bing of the water, for the prefervatxon 
therefore of the whole hundred, that 
a fluide be made in the faid river 
at the Horfe-flioe in Levering- 
ton, at the charge of all the hundred 
of Wifbeach, or any other place that 
fliall take benefit by it, and to be made 
in breadth fixty feet, and in depth ten 
feet, from Guyhirn to the fea. (Dugdale, 
page 342) By this I fuppofe, it was 
meant, that the river was to be cleanfed 
out at the fame time, to the dimenfions- 
above fpecified. 

And it was alio prefented, that there 
fliould be two great rivers of Wifbeaeh, 
the one to begin at Guyhim-crofs, and 
to extend to Kentoun's-corner ; the other 
at Tower-houfe, and to extend unto 
Keky's-mill, which rivers to be twenty 
feet wide each, and fix feet deep, to be 
done by the whole hundred of Wif- 
beach, 

And it was likewife prefented, that 

all the lands in Wifbeach, on the North 

lide 
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fide of the river ought to cleanfe tHe 
high lode of Wifbeach, from the four 
Gotesi to Eau-dike bridge in Levering- 
ton, in breadth twelve feet,, and iri 
depth four ; and repair the bridges in the 
town of Newton, (fee Dugdale, p; 342) 

By thefe prefentations, which were 
made about eighty years after the cut- 
ting of the new learn by bifliop Morton, 
it appears to be fo grown up, that in dry, 
years no water could pals ; by reaibn of 
which the great river of Wilbeach was 
grown up and fallen into decay. 

One would have imagined, that fo 
great a work, as that of bilhop Morton's; 
and which at firft feemed to produce 
fuch confiderable eflFefts, muft have fo 
recovered and maintained the channel 
and out-fall, as intirely to have kept it 
from decaying and choaking up ; it muft 
be therefore worthy of confiderationi 
what the failure may reafonably be fup- 
poied to have been owing to. 

Firil 
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^irft then, I have intimated a fufpi- 
tioHj that the waters of die Nene and 
Welland were let down by the fouth 
eau to Guyhim, the river not being 
fcouf ed out, as was intended^ aceording 
to the prefentment made the 20 H. Villi 
in the year 1528, in which it is faid, it 
was nc^ done. Nor does it appear, that 
that branch of the Ouze called the Weft- 
water, was effedually brought from 
Creat-crofs, to join the leam through 
Plant-water at Guyhim, as feems by the 
bifhop's defign to have been propofed* 

For by another prefentment, made at 
the time above mentioned, it is faid that 
the water of the river Nene, which was 
then called the Great Eau, was by the 
decay of the river at Great-crofs, and 
other fewers leading to the new leam, 
forced to take in a manner its fall and 
whole courfe contrary to the natural 
courfe, and ready fall at Wilbeach, and 
was conilrained to go to a place called 
Shrewfnefs in Upwell, from whence 
dividing into two different branches by 
difierent 
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different courfes, it took its way down 
to Lynn, running many miles more 
about, as has been before mentioned. 

As this feems probable to have been 
the cafe, the new leam muft iq courfe 
have been rendered lefs effedual for 
the purpofes intended, than it other- 
wife might have been ; and if we 
contider the detriment and hurt 
done, by taking great quantities of 
water from it in fummer-time and dry 
feafons, as likewife what might be the 
efFcft, of too frequently opening and 
running the water through the fluice at 
Stand-ground, in fuch like feafon, when 
it was moft wanted that way, all thefe 
things put together might be a great 
reafon of the failure in the purpofes in- 
tended, as well as one great caufe of its 
fo foon growing up. 

Secondly, there feems to have been 
two confiderable errors in the conftruc- 
tion of thisaew channel. 

Firft, 



,. Google 



BEDFORD LEVEL* I45 

r Firft, it was not capacious enough to 
carry off fo large a body of water, as 
y/as brought down by the Nene to Pe- 
terborough, in the time of the land- 
.floods, being only forty feet in breadth, 
for which reafon it is probable the banks 
were fet at fo great a diftance, for the 
water to roam, and fpread itfelf, after it 
rofe out of the channel of the river, 
iwhich as it was made of fo fmall a 
depth, viz. only four feet, it would 
very foon do, and being fo expanded, 
its velocity would be greatly abated* 
to what it would have had in a properly 
confined and more deep chantiel, by 
which means a great part of its efficacy, 
inicouring was loft. 

And fecondly, the faid channel be- 
ing made of fo fmall a depth, in a dry 
feafon there muft have been a great bo- 
dy of water flopped, and dammed up at 
Peterborough for want of a channel fuf- 
ficiently deep to carry it downtofea; 
jnuch in the fame manner as it is at pre- 
fcnt, which the channel being intirely 
I. deprived 
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deprived of, as well as robbed by th^ 
means before mentioned, mull be very 
liable to grow up and be choked; and 
it feems to have been apprehended, 
that the fmall depth of that new channel 
was a great defeft therein, as it was pre- 
fented in 13 Eliz. that it ought to be 
made two feet deeper. 

Having pointed out feveral of the rea- 
fons or caufes, which concurred in the 
failure of this expenfive and well de-- 
Kgned undertaking ; I Ihall proceed to 
inquire into fuch fucceeding operations, 
as nave relation, or were intended for 
the improvement of the channel, or the 
recovery of the out-fall at Wilbeach ; 
for which purpofe there feems to have 
been more intended, than Was in faS 
carried into execution. 

In the 18 of Eliz. it was prefented, 
that as the great river was ordered to be 
fcoured, fo Elm eau ought to be in like 
Ibrt dug. 

That thefe works were not carried in- 
to 
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to execution regularly, and in immedi- 
ate confequence of the prefentments ap- 
pears, by the South eau, or old eau, 
leading from Clows-crofs to Guyhirn, 
which was prefented it the 13th of Eliz. 
was again prefented in the 39th of the. 
fame reign, and ordered to be cleanfed, 
as beforev 

As in this reign, there does n6t appear 
to have been any thing more coniidera- 
ble done towards the recovery of the 
channel and out-fall, fo in the next, it 
feems, they begun to take intoconfider- 
iation the fmall advantages accruing from 
the great trouble and expences of the 
feveral partial fchemes, contrived for re- 
lieving firft one and then another parti- 
cular tra6l, and part of the Great Level; 
all which proved as it were temporary 
expedients; and to think of forming fome 
ulore extenfive plan, which might efFeft 
the recovery and improvement of the 
whole Level ; this however was not en- 
tered upon at once; but was proceeded ' 
in, by fome fmall and partial undertak- 
h % ings^ 
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ings, attempted in the preceding rdgA: 
One of which intended was, to drain the 
fens by Clows-crofs to fea, for which an 
inquiry was to be made into feveral 
particulars relating thereto. 

As, the price of the work j the quantity 
of the ground to be cut through^ both 
common and feveral. 

Who were to be chargable with the 
expences; what would be the advam 
tages or difadvantages } to caufe a level 
to be taken, &c. 

The anfwers to which were : That, 
there was u fufEcient defcent or fall» 
between Clow's-crofs and the fea, and 
that the moft convenient place for con-* 
dufting the drain, was from the Wind* 
mill corner, on the well fide of this dike 
called Willow-dike, unto a place there 
called Gannock, and from thence 
through the QueenVlands, and the lands 
of Henry Adams* efq ; of Tid St. Ma* 
ry's in the county of LincolD> unto the 
eaU 
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^au between Lincoln and Cambridge, at 
Grayn's-hill, and fo following the 
courfe of the old drain to Shire-gate. 
(fee Dugdale, page 3y6} 

And that it would be very profitable 
and beneficial to all the inhabitants and 
dwellers near to the faid grounds or fens 
above South eau bank. And {hould be 
rnade twenty-eight feet in breadth, and 
iix feet in depth, and that fome part 
might be done for ten, and other parts 
for fifteen (hillings a perch, of twenty 
feet to the perch ; which would amount 
to the fum of one thoufand, and 
fofty-five pounds, befides building 
of Clows, and other extraordinary 
charges, which they judged would coft 
one hundred pounds. 

But, fays Dugdale, what was accom- 
. plil^ied therein I am yet to learn ; fure 
iarii, that it would have fallen farfiiort 
of what was aimed at ; there being no- 
thmg more evident, than that without 
a general draining, all thefc particular 
L3 attempts 



,.Googlc 



J5O THE HISXpRY OF 

attempts how chargeable foever, would 
be of little moment; witnefs that fair 
channel made by John Morion, biihop 
of Ely, inking Kcnry the Seventh's time, 
called Morton's Leam, which expence, 
had it been once bellowed upon the main 
■work, might have gone far towards the 
accomplilhment of a general exiiccation 
of this whole fenny trail. ' 

And fo much were men's " thoughts 
turned upon a general draining, thatr 
it feems there was an aft made in the- 
4^th of Eliz. impowering the proprietors 
and commiffioners of drowned and fur-' 
rounded lands and fens, to contrafl: and 
bargain with undertakers for draining 
their feveral properties, to their great 
interell therein. ■ - - ^ 

But in the fucceeding reign of James 
the Firfl, this work' was fart-herpurfued, 
and in 1605 a general draining was at- 
tempted, by virtue of the king's letters 
to tiie commiffioners of fewers for the 
ifleofEly, and the counties of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, North- 
ampton, and Lincoln. 

In confequence of this, direftions 
were given to Mr. Richard Atkins of 
Outwell, (a perlbn whofe obfervations 
in thefe fenny grounds were very no- 
table) to make fearch with an auger 'of 
eleven feet long, on the fkirts of the 
new Learn, from Guyhirn to Stand- 
ground flafe, to find the foil thereof at 
eight feet deep : which work he begun 
on the .fecond of April, 1605, and on 
tjhe NpEth fide at five different places 
found it all moor, atld at a mile and a 
half, trees, at three places, the fame, and 
ii;i the learn, and. at one more place on 
the North fide, the,fa,me: In Knar Lake, 
at eleven feet deep, moor.; on the South 
fide againfl Knar lake, the fame ; in the 
Leam, a,nd on the North fide in two 
other places, the fame ; and at one plac^ 
in the Learn, moor to nine feet deep. 

By Lord's dike-end, black moor, mix- 
ed with earth ; in the Learn and on the 
North fide, the like. 

L4 Co 
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On the South fide Lipny-hoB, againfl: 
the hill; mixed earth ; in the Learn an(i 
on the North fide, the hke. , ; 

Againft Caftree, mixed moor; above 
ditto, and Bafually hill, the fame. .„,, . . 

At Stonehill-doles againfl Calve's- 
crofs South, Bafla, gravel, ISI orth, all 
moor. 

Between the Learn and the lake againll 
the mills, all moor. : , , ,.. ., 

Between Greathill and Stonehill 
gravel, moor mixed,, , . F 

Between Stonehill gravel, and Stone- 
hill Lotts, all clay above, and gravel 
at two feet eight inches depth. . . ., 

More weftward in the river, gravel 
and filt at four feet. , . . . .~^ 

On the Notth fide at North Eau gra- 

yell the like. : : 

..■; .At 
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At Sorth Long-lots, all clay above. ' 

By Bradley fen, clay and mixed earth 
above, near three feet. i 

By Bradley-fen, to the Leam's-end, 
fuch like abovcj but rank moor all the 
^'ay below; 

The like fearches were alfo made 
from Erith-bridge to Plawlis-wiar. 
S,,- ■ . ,..■..■, 

At Erith-bridge, within fixty polei 
thereof, at the firft hani, at two feet, 
and two feet one-half, clay; but under 
the fame at eight and nine feet and up- 
wards, is all red moor 

After this fearch, the lords of the 
privy council, by their lettere recom- 
mended it to the commiffioners to fatisfy 
all objedions, which might be raifed 
agkinft fuch an undertaking. After the 
receipt of which letters, they met at 
Huntingdon, tod after a long debate, 
fnd anTweringall objedUoos, returned 

a,., I -.-!:•: ?■:,;.:! :•■■'■■ '■'■■ ■' 80 
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an anfwer to the faid letters, ihat it was 
their opinion, the workol draiiiingwas 
feafible, and without any pcriHo any 
haven or councry ; and they e'lecmcd 
it a moll noble and betisficial undertak- 
ing, to the counties intereit< d^ that ever 
was attempted in thoff days relerring 
more particular relations concerning it, 
to Mr. Hunt, and Mr. Tolnall, two gen- 
^enien appointed by king James, to 
take a view of the faid fens, and treat 
with any lords and commoners as_they 
might, concerning the preihifes. 

The ccMnmJflioners were, 

Oliver Cromwell, Robert Bevill, John 
Cutts, John Cotton, Robert Wingfield, 
Robert Cotton, Simeon Stewardj Rich- 
ard Cox, Henry Spelman, Anthony 
Foreft, I'homas Lambert, Robert Crom- 
well, Anthony Ireby, Thorns Og\e, 
Chriftopher Hodfon, William Sturmin, 
John f rencham, and William Marlhall, 

And in June the fame year, viz. 1605, 
a view of the whole Level was taken by 
Robert " 
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Robert Bevill, Sir Robert Wingfield, 
Sir John Gaijiblayn, Sir Richard Cox 
knd Sir Anthony Forefter, knights; 
Chriftopher Hodion, and Mathew Ro- 
binfon efqrs; And amongll other 
things made and certified by them, it 
was found, that from Peterborough- 
bridge, to the old Eau, and Catts-water, 
thofe antient fewers were fo grown up 
with earth and weeds, that it ferved 
rieither for paflfage with boats nor drain- 
ing, and fo has been a long time, which 
6ught and wont to be ufed for the ordi- 
nary paiTage to and from Spalding, and 
other places in Holland to Peter- 
borough. ' - 

At Standground, they found the ri- 
ver fufficient for breadth and depth, 
but from thence to Guyhirn wonderful 
defeds both in breadth and depth. 

And from thence to Wiflieach, and 
to the fca tliey found the like defefts. 

After this they proceeded by Elm ri- 

Ver tQ Friday-bridge, and by Bifliop's- 

diko 
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dike to Lake-bridge, and thence by, 
"Well river to Shrewfnefs, where the ri- 
ver Nene pafling through the moors, 
Ijas but fix milies to Salter's-lode, to pafs 
by Well ; but by reafon of the quarring 
of the faid channel, a great part thereof 
tuns from Shrewfnefs to Saher's-lode, 
by Wellncy, Littleport-chair, and South- 
cry ferry, which is twenty-eight miles. 

To remedy which, Mr. Hunt pro- 
pofed, that a new river eighty feet wide 
and eight feet deep, be made from 
March-river at the Ham, crofs Mar- 
mound, through Nottembre to fall into 
Well river, hear London-lode; between 
Shrewfnefs and Forwear they found a 
place called the Ham, not above two 
feet deep. ' 

About four miles from Shrewfnefs, 
is Elm-leam, which is a fewer going 
from March-river to Friday -bridge, 
through Elm-river to Wifbeach, which 
they sufo fourH lilted up^ 

From thence they wentto March* 
■^ leam 
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leam about a mile and a half Hiort of 
March-bridge, which they Ukewife 
found To decayed, as to hinder the na- 
vigation from St. Ives to Wilbeach, and 
the draining of all the grounds betwixt 
Chatteris-ferry and March-river. And 
at March-bridge, on either fide they 
found divers gravels, which ll()pped tha 
courfe of the river. 

From thence they proceeded to Great- 
crofs, about three niiles diftant, and 
through Ramfey, Uggi and Wittlefed- 
meres to Peterborough, 

And from Peterborough through Yax^ 
ley and Ramfey lodes, along the flciri: 
of the upland : Thence to Erith, whenS 
Mr. Hunt defired a new river might 
be made, from the firft comer of the 
Well-water (beneath the bridge) to be- 
gin at Middlemore-fen, near to the fe- 
verals, and to go line-right to Wellen- 
hcy-river nigh Sprall-wear, and thence 
line-right to the fall into Ouze, at the 
end of Maid-lode, or fome apt place 
between 
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between that and Salter's-lode, which 
river or rivers to contain in breadth, 
one hundred and twenty feet, and in 
depth eight feet : And for the prefer- 
vation of the navigation to and from St. 
Ives to Cambridge and Lynn, as alfo to 
Wifljeach, he thinks it neceflary that 
fcveral other fluices be made, viz. one 
in the Ouze neir Hermitage ; one in the 
Weft-water, near the New river, to flop 
the water from running to Beriwick, 
and for navigation, and draining of 
Huntingdon-fen-ground; between that 
and the up-land grounds, and other ne- 
ceifary ufes ; and fo many fluices at 
the ends, as the faid river fhall be di- 
vided into parts;, which he thinks to 
make into diree rivers of forty feet 
each. 

From Erith they went to Over, Al- 
drich caufcy, Huddenham, Granty- 
fen, and fo Ely. In Ely town they 
found the water was but fourteen inched 
deep and upon the hards eighteen inchbs, 
and in fome places two feet, 

Frosi 
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t'rom thence they pafle<i by water to 
Southery and Prick-willow, where Mil- 
denhall river falls into the Ouze; and 
"between Ely and Litdeport-chair, they 
obferved the faid river of Ouze was fo 
fJrooked, that it was thought neceflary 
a new river ihould be made from Erith- 
bridge, through Sutton Beryal and^Veft- 
more-fen, to Wellenhey river, and 
thence through certain fens in Norfolki 
into the Ouze about Maid-lode; and it 
was thought by them, that without 
this was done, the fens could never be 
drained* 

From thence they went to Rebbech, 
where Brandon river (alias Ouze parva} 
falls into the Ouze near P.ieft-houfes. 

Thence to Sotheay, Modney and to 
Helgay-bridge : Thence to Fordham : 
Thence to Salters-lode ; where the Nene 
falls into the Ouze, which is a very 
great defcent, viz. ten feet from the 
foil to the fens to low water mark ; be- 
ftdes the ziaturai defcent of the fen- 
grounde 
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grounds, from the up-lands of Hunting*- 
donihirediither : Krom thence they went 
to Wifljeach j from Wifbeach they went 
to the Tower-houfe; and thence t<f 
Hobbs-houfc; where they obferved 
that Plant-water, which comes -out of 
the Nene at Great-crofs to the faid 
Hobbs-houfe, and fo to Wifbeach. 
does now run from Hobbs-houfe by 
Hunter's-ftonesy through Hobbs-dike 
into March river. 

From thence they went to March and 
iDoddington; and between Dodding: 
ton and Chatteris obferved a fmall lode, 
BelieUing's-lpde, which runs through a 
iow Marih-fen. 

! Thence they went to Chatteris town, 
iirhere there is a fewer called Chatteris- 
leam, beginning from the Weft-water 
at Chatteris ferry, to Doddington-wides: 
Xhence they went to Mefshall, and ob- 
ferved Mefshall-lode, which runs from 
Sutton-lode: From thence they went 
by watei: to Cambridge; and in their 
Way 
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way took notice that Harrymere gravel 
was a great means of the overflowing of 
die Grant. 

As alfo of Burwcll-Iode, SwafFham- 
lode, all which fall into the Grant. 

Upon this view, Mr. Hunt, who was 
the artift for the draining, reprefented 
to the faid commiflioners, what cuts, 
banks, fluices, clows &c. would in his 
judgment be farther neceflary, in order 
to perfefting this work ; but in regard, 
of the Ihortnefs of the time, declined 
giving an eftimate of the charge. 

And fo attentive was the king to this 
work, that he fent his letters to the com- 
milEoners bearing date the 24th of the 
fame month, advifing them to under- 
take it fpeedily : and for the better ex- 
pediting thereof, he em-^loyed iord 
chief juftice Popham, to take pains there- 
in. And upon the 13th day of Julv, 
William Hay ward, gent, furvevor, de- 
livered on oath to the commiffionor'^ at 
M Wiibeach, 
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Wifbbeach, an account of the number of 
acres of the feveral and common fens, 
in each particular diftri6t, amounting 
to 307,242 acres, (fee Dugdale, page 
382) 

Thefe furveys being as it were the 
. foundation of the future undertaking!), 
I thought it might not be improper to 
take them as it were in their way, and 
give them at large, efpeciallyas the then 
ftate of the feveral rivers and drains 
were particularly taken notice of there-' 
in : by which it appears, that the main 
channel and river at Wifbeach, and the 
rivers, drains and fewers leading there- 
to, were alt, except the river at Peter- 
borough, then greatly 'grown up, 
choked, and flopped j and the country 
•■ greatly annoyed and furrounded, and 
5ie trade and navigation to and from 
Wifbeach and Peterborough interrupted 
thereby. 

On the other hand it appears, that the 

iibannel of the Ouze, leading to Lynn, 

was 
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was greatly improved, and become fo 
deep that the low water mark at Salter's- 
lode therein, was at that time ten feet 
lower than the foil of the fens, exclufive 
of the natural fall thereof, from the up- 
lands to that place ; and the only flop- 
pages, which they obferved, were at 
the town of Ely, where they met with 
fome obftrutiion by a gravel, which 
occalioned the overflowing of the river 
Grant, Burrel and SwaflFham lodes. 

From the depth of the channel, and 
the great defcent that depth made from 
the up-lands, it is reafonable to conclude, 
that all the South level, and the fens 
bordering upon that river, muft at that 
time have been in a fruitful and flour- 
ilhing condition, except fo far as they 
inight be affefled by the ftoppages be- 
fore mentioned: and that this was the 
cafe appears, that in the furvey then 
taken, no remarks were made of any 
over-flowing or annoyance in that part 
of the Level, but thofe before fpe- 
cificd. 

U a After 
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After the above mentioned furvey 
was delivered in. Sir John Popham, 
lord Chief Juftice, Sir Thomas Fleming, 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Sir Wil- 
liam Rumney, alderman, and John El- 
dred, citizen, and cloth-worker of Lon- 
don, were appointed undertakers for 
the draining of the fens from thecoUrfe 
of the Ouze, from Erith to Saltef's-lode 
to Deffing. 

For which undertaking, they were to 
have in recompence, 130,000 acres, of 
the worft fort of the land, and werie fo 
compleat the drainage in feven years. 

The principal things propofed to be 
done were. 

The conveyance of the river Ouze, 
or the greateft part thereof, from or 
near Erith, to fome place between Sal- 
ter's-lode and Maiden-lode in Well, ty 
a new river to be made thirty feet wide, 
and eight feet deep ; and the banks to 
■■ be jxadt thirty feet wide at the bottom, 

and 
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and feven feet in height, and to be fet at 
the diftance of thirty poles from each 
other. 

And fuch a palTage to be ma4e for 
the river Nene, from Peterborough to 

Wilbeach. 

And the like for the river Wel- 
land, fropi Waldram hall, till it meets 
the Glep. 

And to malf-c Lsuid-eaus from 
Erith to Standground, and from thence 
to Waldram hall, to defend the ground 
within them, and between the faid 
new pafTage " of Ouze and Welland, 
'from the land-floods. 

A new drain to be made from 
Salter's lode to the Ham in Marcli 
river, to carry away the waters which 
may fall into the faid Land-eaus. 

That a new bank be made from 

£rith bridge to Ely, to defend the 

M 3 grounds 
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grounds between that and the faid 
new paflages from the over-flowing of 
the Ouze. 

To put a navigable Sluice at Sal- 
ter's lode, 

And to dike and inlarge Well 
creek to London lode; and from 
thence through Neatmore to Wad- 
dingflpw; and from thence over the 
river of Wellenhee to or near the 
Ham at March ; and to fet down a 
fluice, and make a bridge at Wadding- 
ftow, &c. &c. 

By thefe defigns it appears, that 
their intentions wei^e more for 
the fcouring, than draiining of the 
South Level, as not Handing fo much 
in need. 

And in a little time after, the In. 
habitants of divers Fen towns, in the 
ifle of £ly, in the counties of Cam- 
bridge- and Suffolk, petitioned the 
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king, to be excluded out of the intend* 
ed a£t of parliament, wherein a por- 
tion of the faid Fen grounds were to 
be allowed to the undertakers in the 
draining, for their charges in that work; 
by reafon their lands were feldom 
furroundedj and therefore they ihould, 
receive no benefit fronx it. 

The works which were immediately 
entered upon, were the river paffing 
through Neatmere, which was begun 
Auguft, 8th 1605, by Mr. HUNT, and 
Mr. ATKINS, and carried from the 
North call end of the New podike to 
Upwell town's end, and was finifhed 
.and opened the 2xftof December fol- 
lowing. 

This drain is now called Popham*s 

Eau; it feeras a bill was drawn up to 

be prefented to parliament, but it does 

. not appear, t\at an aft was obtained 

io confequence of it. 

•'•■ But the fame year an aft was ob- 
M 4 tainedf 
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tained, for a particular drainage of 
fix thoufand acres, encompaffed with 
a bank, called the ring of Walderfoa 
and Coldham. 

And at a fefTions of fewers, held 
at Ely 26th July, 1608^ (6J. 1.) it: 
was prefented, that the river of Well 
from Salter's lode to North delph, and 
upwards, was in great decay ; and 
that feveral other drains at and about 
Well and Upwell, and Ibme leading 
to I 'ttleport were alfo in decay ; and 
that ^Irupham's £au might be made, a 
perfedl drain. 

After this, it feems, feveral vexatious 
fuits were entered into againft the 
commiffioners of fewers; which greatly 
obftru6led the works of draining. 

But it feems the Lords of the coun- 
cil ordered letters. to be written to the 
Commiffioners to proceed in their 
Commiffions, and feveral - orders 
were paade by the Lords of the CQun- 
cil. 
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cil, ifl the year iSiy, for the carrying 
on the ' general work ; cwie of which 
was, that a fluice fhould be fet down 
at the Outfall of Wilbeach river into 
the fea. 

That the river of Wifbeach and 
s41 the branches of , the Nene, and 
Weftwater, fhould be cleanfed and 
fcoured in breadth and depth, as 
much 9S by antieiit record it Ihall 
appear to have been. 

. That the river Welland be fcoured 
. from the Out-fall to Waldram hall. 

That the river South Eau be icour- . 
,cd from Croyland to Guyhirn. 

And at a feflions of fewers, held 
the fame year at Huntingdon, befides 
' fouring out of the South Eau and 
the river of Wifbeach to its mouth, as 
aforefaid, it was ordered, that Mor- 
ton's leam fhould be fcoured out 
from Ouyhira to Mid-fen-trce. 

And 
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And that the old Eau from Clay- 
lake to Middle houfe and thence to 
ThcMTiey crofs be in like manner 
fcoured: with many other laws and 
CH'ders too tedious to enumerate. 

But it appears, by letters fent from 
the lords of the council to the com- 
miffioners, intimating that the river 
"Wifbeach had been before ditched 
and inlarged from forty to fixty feet 
wide, and enforcing the putting down 
^ fluice at the Horfe-fhoe, and al- 
fo the making the river from thence 
to Guyhirn fixty feet wide. 

Accordingly it was ordered, at a 
feflions of fewers following, that a 
ftrong and fuflficient lluice of ftone 
and brick fhould be fet up at the 
Horfe-lhoe, beneath Wifbeach. 

But the commiflioners meeting with 
difficulties, and dilpiites arifing among 
themfelves; upon the 19th of June, 
1618, (i6 J. I.) prefented a petition 
to the lords of the privy councU. 

Shewing 
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Shewing that fundry feflidns had 
been held by them fince his Majefty's 
commiilion for draining was begun, 
and that through the variety of opi- 
nions among the laid commiflioners, 
nothing had been efFetled ; but inftead 
thereof much charges loft, and that 
many parts did thereby fuffer, and 
undergo great danger; therefore de- 
fircd that One of the clerks of the 
council might be fent down, to be 
prefent at a feffion of fewers to be 
held at Peterborough on the laft day 
of that, month, June. 

Upon which petition it was order- 
ed by the faid lords of the privy 
councd, that Sir Clement Edmonds 
fhould meet the f^id commiflloners at 
Huntingdon; which he accordingly 
did, upon the 12th of Auguft next 
enfuing. 

And a view of the rivers &c. was 

ordered to be taken by him, and his 

:Keport to be made dieFcupon; and 

■ three 
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three commiffioners of every county 
adjacent were appointed to attend him 
therein; and after the faid view was 
taken, the faid Sir Clement Edmonds 
made a Report to the lords of the 
privy council. 

The river Ouze, coming by 
the towns of Bedford, Huntingdon, 
and St. Ives, and fo paffiing down 
to its outfall at Lynn, is a goodly, 
fair river throughout, and from be- 
low Ely, runs with fuch a current, 
that it is abfolutely the beft fewer 
of all that country, 

Apd along by the river Cde it is a ve- 
ry rich foil, both in Cambridgeflure and 
the ifle; well inhabited ; and not other- 
wife troubled with water but in winter, 
and in time of floods, which would not 
liave happened probably, but for weeds, 
wears, and hards, in the river, which 
obftruft the paffage of the waters. " 

For the outfall of the river Ouze is 
ample and great, and gives Urgp paflagc 
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for the frefli waters defcending frdm the 
inland counties. 

But then alfo for the Tea, which 
Cometh in with fuchatide, efpecially 
if a northerly wind blow, and meets 
• with a land-flood, that divers towns in 
Marfhland are in danger of being over- 
flowed and furroundedj and therefore 
by their petition defired that the haven 
might be ft^raitencd in fome places near 
Lynn, to keep out the fea; alleging 
that the faid haven had in the memory of 
man, been narrower and fliallower tfian 
now it is, being of late grown to that 
breadth and depth, by the great fall of 
0ie freth waters, that had left their an- 
tient channels to follow that ftream. 
(fee Badeflade's hiftory, page ii) 

By the faid Sir Clement Edmonds, 
was alfo given in to the board of com- 
tniflioners aforefaid, a certificate, con- 
taining a particulair account of the ftate 
of the feveral rivers, as they appeared at 
that view ; in which the following ob- 
icrvations were made, viz. 

That 



,. Google 



1/4 TH£ history rOF 

That the river of Ouze in time of 
floods, had in former times feveral fla- 
kcrs or by-fcwers, to receive part of the 
water with which it was over-charged ; 
whereof the Weft-water at Erith-bridge 
was one, which now, for want of cleanf- 
ing, falls into the Ouze ; whereas it, 
{hould pals from it. 

That the faid river was, from Hun- 
tingdon to the high-bridge at Ely, much 
choked with weeds, and flopped with 
wears, and made (hallow by gravel 
and fords, called hards. 

That the haven of Lynn was, through 

the violence of the tide, and the gr^t 

fall of frelh waters, grown much wider 

■ than it had been, to the endangering of 

Marlhland, 

That the river of Nene, is alfo much 
flopped and dhoked up, fo that it palTes 
not out t(M:ally at Wifbeach, which is its 
proper outfall: and that below Wif- 
beagh, it was found near the out-fall 
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fix feet or more higher in the bottom, 
than it had been formerly; fo that 
whereas the inland waters at Guyhirn, 
which ufed to have five feet fall were 
not only flopped, but the river fell 
back upon them. Upon which a law of 
fewers was made by the commiOionert 
for the amendment of the fame. 

That a fluice made upon that ri- 
ver formerly to the great charge of 
the country, flood not feven days, 
but was blown up by the tides. 

Neverthelefs it was agreed, that af- 
ter the river was cleanfed to a pro- 
sper depth, there fbould be a new iluicc 
there ereSed, if need required. 

That the faid water of Nene not 
having a freepaflage by Wifbeach, did 
great damage by dividing itfelf into ma- 
ny parts, fo as to over-flow the country 
about Thorney and Croyland, and it 
was agreed in the 38 Eliz. that a drain 
Ihould be made for palling away thereof 

at 
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atClows-crofs; which fewer lying ten 
or twelve feet feet lower than the Level 
above, was conceived to the bed drain 
to regain the furrounded grounds on the 
North of Wilbeach. 

That forafmuch as the inhabitants of 
Marlhland complained much of their 
danger, by the running of Wifbeach 
river from the Four gotes by the fltirt of 
Marlhland; and that, if the out-fall 
before mentioned Ihould be opened, a 
great proportion of water would pafs 
that way, and be much worfe for them : 
It was therefore agreed, that if the faid 
river, together with the drain of Clows- 
crofs, were carried from the faid Four 
Gates by a new cut to be made through 
the fait marihes, to an out-fall called 
King's-creek, belide the benefit which 
would arife by draining of their fens, it 
would fecure Marlhland from danger, 
and no way prejudice Holland. 

That the river Welland alfo from 
Croyland to Spalding was very defec- 
tive, for want of cleanfing; and from 
Spalding 



nGoogle 



feteiirdRii LE^EL, ijy 

Spalding complained that, by reafon df 
Tome Ihallows, which were left than . 
half a foot deep, two miles below the 
lown, they could get no wholefome 
Water for their ordinary ufes. 

Confidering therefore thefe defeSs, he 
^jropofed to the faid Ibi'ds of the Privy 
Council, that feme care might be takeii 
to dpen thofe out-falls. 

Arid gave his opinion that, though 
there were feveral gentlemen of good 
worth in thofe parts, who wanted nei- 
ther zeal nor judgment to do great fer- 
Vice ; yet the work might be beft effed- 
ed by fuch as were indifferent to all 
parties, and had no intereft at all in the 
country. 

Upon this reprefentation, it Was of- 
dered by their lordlhips, that the earl 
of Arundel, the bilhop of Winchefter, 
the lord Carew, mafter of the Treasury 
andcontroUerof his majelly's houfehold, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
N mafter 
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mafter of the Rolls, and Sir Edward 
Coke, or any four of them, Ihoutd take' 
confideration of the ftateof the bufinefs, 
and prepare fonie opinion to dehver td 
the Board; of what prefent courfc 
might be fit ta be taken in this work. 

In confequenee of which order, the 
faid earl of Arundel made a journey in-- 
to thefe parts, and having treated with 
Sir William AylofF, knight and baronet, 
Anthony Thomas, Efq ; and others, 
they propofed becoming adventurers. 

On condition to have all the king's 
lands which were drowned, cither by 
f relh or fait xvater, and fhould be reco- 
vered, at the free rent of fix-pence pet 
acre, over and above all rents or reve- 
nues,, then in being, or coming to his 
hiajefly. 

To have all the prince's lands on the 
like conditions. 

To have for the fubjed's lands, drown- 
ed the whole year, two thirds, and for 
thofe 
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drowned half the year, one 



, Which conditions were approved of 
by the king ; who recommended to the 
commiffioners of fewers to be aiding 
in this bufinefs. 

After which, Sn account of their ge- 
neral purpofes were laid before a feffi» 
0ns of Sewers, held at Ely, the 20th, 
and 23d of September; and feveral 
meetings and conferences were had at 
feveral other following feffions ; and 
their propofals and conditions were pub- 
liihed to the proprietors and perfons in- 
terefted, in order for the county to form 
a proper judgment thereof; after which, 
feveral difputes and mifunderftandings 
arifing, and no works entered upon, 
much fen was loft. The king was heard 
to fay, that for the honour of his king. 
dom, he would not any longer fuffer 
thofe countries to be abandoned to the 
will of the waters, nor let them lie wade 
and unprofitable : and pleafed to de- 
N 2 clare 
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dare himfelf perfonal undertaker, and 
was to have j 20,000 acres, as were in- 
tended to be fet out few the aforefaid 
undertakers. 

But fomething prevented himj fo 
diat nothing farther was done in this 
work ; till the time of king Charles the 
Firft, when a feffions of Sewers, holden 
at Huntingdon, {the 6th Jan. 5 C. L) 
in the year 1629, a tax of fix (hillings 
an acre was laicT on all the marlh and 
fenny wafte, and furrounded grounds ; 
in order to the general draining ; but no 
part of the faid tax was ever paid^ 

But at a feffion of Sewers held at 
King's Lynn, on the firft of September, 
in the year enfuing ; at which were pre- 
fent forty-feven commiflioners, there 
with Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, knight, 
a perfon well experienced in works of 
this kind, for the draining of this 
Level. 

But the country not approving of 
him, as being a foreigner, and not like- 
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ing to contrafl: with aliens, they inti- 
mated their diflike to the commiffioners, 
and became fuitors to Francis then earl 
of Bedford, who was owner of twenty 
thoufand acres, round Thorney and 
Whittlefea, of this fenny Level, to un- 
dertake the work ; at whofe requeft, as 
alfo of the commiffioners, he conde- 
fcended thereto. 

And at a feffions of Sewers held at 
King's Lynn before fpecified, the 13th 
of January following, there being forty- 
one commiffioners then prefent, the 
faid agreement was ratified, and the fol- 
lowing articles agreed upon, viz. 

That he fhould prefently begin the 
work and finifh it, fo as to make the 
grounds fit for meadow, paftiire, or ara- 
ble; within thecompafs of fix year?, 
from the ifl of Oftober following, un- 
lefs the commiffioners fhould approve 
the caufe for deferring it any longer. 

N 3 That 
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That fudden overflowings, in places 
femote from the out-fall, fhould not be ■ 
adjudged a not draining, nor meeres, 
lakes, pools and fore-lands left by art 
and approbation, for receptacles, nor 
any part of the ground out of which he 
was to have his proportion. 

That there fhould be 95,000 acres fet 
put by comminioners, (refpeft being 
had to commoners', accommodations) 
before Michaelmas then nexffollowing. 

V 

That the earl an4 his affbci^tes might 
be incorporated for ever, tq iriake laws, 
ordinances, and orders, and to have 
power over the land afligned (but no 
Other) towards the maintaining of the 
works. 

That the whole 95,000 acres fhoald, 
be liable to the firfl: finifliing the work, 
^nd 40,000 towards the maintaining itj 
to be fubje6t, and in cafe of negleft, tq' 
the commiflipners pf Sewers. 

That 
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That when 33,000 acres fhouid be 
(iniOied, the earl to have his proportion 
gut of them. 

That the private in-dikes for partition, 
be made by the advice of the earl, and 
by the direftion of the commiffioners. 

That the commlffioners fhall fet out 
convenient high-ways, and paffages by 
land through the Level, 

Provided, that the port and haven of 
King's Lynn be preferved, and the na- 
vigation, paflage, and high-ways in, up- 
on, or about, all the navigable rivers, 
namely Ouze, Grant, Nene, Welland, 
and Glen, to be preferved, and no pre- 
judice, annoyance, hurt, or hinderance 
to be done to theni. 

And if any fuch prejudice, annoy, 
ance, hurt, or hinderance upon com- 
plaint thereof, and the commiffioners, of 
whom the Vice Chancellor of the uni* 

verlity of Cambridge, and --. 

N4 ihall 
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fliall be there, if they will be prefent, 
to return, abate, and remove all fuch 
prejudices, annoyances, &c. fo that 
the antient navigation, paffages,. and 
high-ways may be preferi'eti- 

For the fafety of Holland, and the 
hundred of Wilbeach, Clows-crofs 
drain to be kept within foil or banks ; 
and in cafe of any prejudice, . then fix 
commiffioners to reform the exceffes, 
and the earl to make recompence. 

That the new rivers, cuts, and drains, 
the banks, fore-lands, and infide of the 
banks, not exceeding fifty or fixty feet, 
to be the earl's, paying fuch recompence, 
as the commifTioners Ihould think fit ; 
the old ones to remain as they were. 

No pallage upon the banks, but for 
the towing of boats. 

Such as receive benefit by the work, 
and yet no parties to it, if their land be 
taken within the allotment of the 95,060 
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acres, to pay to the earl, as the commif- 
iioners fhall aflefs, upon forfeiture of 
double. 

That the earl might hold the 95,000 
acres in free foccage, at ten pounds per 
ann. fee farm, and if any other rents be 
iffuing, that they be charged upon other 
Jands." 

That 12,000 of 95,000 acres be affur- 
ed to the king, for his royal affent, and 
to be laid out upon the lands belonging 
to the manor of Whittlefea, and the 
marflies there adjoining. 

And that for allotments out of fmall 
parcels lefs than thirty acres there, the 
earl to divide, and accept what fix com- 
miflioners Ihould aflefs. 

Thefe things being thus fettled, tlie 
carl took in Oliver, earl of Bolingbroke, 
Edward, lord Gorges, Sir Robert Heath, 
iSir Miles Sandys, Sir William Ruffel, 
Sir -Robert BeviU, Sir Thomas Tering- 
bain. 
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ham. Sir Philip Vernat, William Sams, 
doftor of law, Anthony Hamond efq ; 
Andrew Burrel, gent. Samuel Spalding, 
gent, and Sir Robert Lovel, knight, to 
be adventurers and participants with 
him in this undertaking. 

And having by an inflrument of four^ 
ten parts, fettled the proportion of their 
{hares, and other neceflary conditions, 
they entered upon the undertaking, and 
executed the following works, viz, 

A cut to drain the river of MiI-_ 
denhall in Burnt-fen, next Littleport, 
two miles long, and forty feet wide. 

Bevill's leam, being a cut from, 
Whittlefea, near to Guyhirn, about 
ten miles in length, and forty foot iq 
breadth. 

Morton's leam, before- mentioned^ 
Dew made^ 

Penkirk's drain, ten miles in lengthy 
and fevcntcen foot in breadth. 
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New South Eau, from Croyland 
to Clow's crofs- 

Hill's qut, near Peterborough, a- 
bout two miles in length, and forty 
foot in breadth. 

Shire drain, from Qow's crofs to 
Tid, and fo to fea. 

And likewife, befides thefe cuts 
and drains, he caufed two fluices to 
be made at Tid, upon Shire-drain, to 
keep out the tides, as alfo a Clow 
at Clow's crofs for the frefli waters. 

And alfo a great Saffe in Well 
Creek, with a ftone fiuice at Salter's 
lode upon Bedford river, to keep out 
the tides; and fluices at Erith for 
the frelh, but above all, that great 
llone fluice below Wilbeach, at the 
Horfeflioe, to hold the tides out of 
Morton's learn ; which coft about eight 
thoufand pounds. 

And 
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And that they might the better 
accompHJh and maintain their worlds, 
after they fliould be compleated, (in 
the lo C. I.) they obtained letters 
patent, bearing date the 13th of March, 
by which they were conftituted a 
Corporation, by the name of a Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, twobaihffs, 
and Commonalty of Guardians, and 
Confervators of the fen-lands, in the 
counties of Cambridge', Huntingdon, 
Northampton, Lincoln, Norfc^k, Sufi 
folk, and Ifle of Ely, 

And about three years after the a- 
bove fpecified works were accomplifli- 
ed, at a feflions of fewers held at Pe- 
terborough 12th of 06i:ober 1636(12 
C, I.) the whole Level was adjudged 
to be drained, and the ninety five 
thoufand acres were fet out, by fix, 
or more of the faid Commiflioners, by 
metes and bounds to the faid Francis, 
late earl of Bedford, and his heirs and af- 
figns. The charge of thefe works to the 
faid earl, and his participants, having 
been no lefs than 100,000 pounds. 

But 
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But notwithftanding this great ex- 
pence, it was at length evidently difern-' 
cd; that, though the lands were very 
much improved by thefc works, yet 
■were they fubjeft to inundation ; efpe- 
cially in the winter feafon ; and there^ 
fore in a feffions of fewers held at Hun* 
tingdon, the 12th of April, 1638, being 
the year enfuing, the faid earl of Bed^ 
ford's undertaking was adjudged dc^ 
feftive. 

And in a feffions of fewers held aC 
Wifbeach, the 23d of May following, 
the particular defetls therein being con^ 
fidered, they laid fuch a tax upon the 
feveral parts of the Level, as they judg- 
ed equitable to enable them to complete 
the work ; fo that the faid fens might, 
hy fufficient draining, be made as well 
winter grounds, as fummer grounds, 
in all parts thereof, faving convenient 
fore-lands and receptacles for winter- 
floods. 

Hereupon the king, taking the bufmefc 

into . confideration, and forefeeing that 

thefe 
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thefe lands being a continent of aboiit 
four hundred thoufand acres, in cafe 
they were made winter grounds, would. 
he a benefit to the common wealth of 
fix hundred thoufand pounds per ann.' 
became himfelf the undertaker for mak- 
ing them fuch ; and though fcouncil was 
heard before the commifficmers of few- 
ers in the behalf of the faid earl of Bed- 
ford and his participants, yet they ad- 
judging, that the complaints, made by 
the country of the defefls before menti- 
oned, were juft, the king was declared 
undertaker, and was not only to have 
the ninety-five thoufand acres, whichf 
had been fet out for the faid earl, but 
^fo fifty-feven thoufand acres more 
from the country. 

And entering accordingly upon the 
undertaking, he performed the folJ 
Ibwing works. 

I. A bank was made on the So^thj 
fide of Morton's-leam, extending from 
Peterborough to Wifbeach, and a navi- 
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g^ble fafle at Stand-ground, and began 
the like bank on the North-fide of that 
learn. 

II. He caufed ai new river to be cut; 
between the ftone fluice at the Horfe- 
(hoe^ and the fea below Wifbeach, of 
fixty feet in breadth, and about two 
miles and a half in length, with banks 
on both fides. 

III. And laftly be placed a fluice iii 
the marfhes below Tid, upon the out- 
fall of Shire-drain, which afterwards 
was fwallowcd up in the quick-fands; 
(fee Dugdale page 415.) 

And being prevented by troubles 
arifing in the kingdom, it feems nothing' 
more was done by the king in the works' 
of draining. 

And as by the conditions made by 

the commiffioners for the country, the 

carl of Bedford, and his participants 

%vere in recompence for their great 

charge 
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charge in thofe rivers, cuts, and drairi^ 
by them made, allowed only forty 
thoufand acres out of the one huii- 
dred thoufand acres afligned to the 
king, and the work fo obftrufted ; 4nd 
the country thereupon entering upoii 
the faid ninety-five thoufand acres, 
the faid earl and his participants did 
in the year 1641, make their applica- 
tion to the parliament and had their 
cafe committed : but the flames of war 
foon after breaking out, not only hin- 
dered any farther profecution of theJr 
purpofes, but occafioncd the works 
made both by him, the faid earl, and 
his Majefty, to decay and become 
ufelefs. 

"Whereupon William, earl of Bedford, 
fon and heir to Francis then deceafed, 
being willing to profecute the work, 
wherein his father had been fo great an 
adventurer, made his addrefs in behalf 
of himfelf and fome other of his parti- 
cipants, to the parliament, and in the 
year 1649, was declared to be under- 
taker 
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taker, and to have ninety-five thoufand 
acresTor perfe6Hng thereof, as they were 
fet out in 06lober, the 13th CaroH, or 
thenceforth Ihould be fet out by virtue 
of that a6t. 

The faid earl, and his participants 
therefore entered upon the work ; for 
the better underflanding of which it will 
be proper to take notice, that this main 
body of the fens, fo undertaken by them, 
(fays Dugdale, page 415J is divided into 
three diftinft Levels, viz. the North 
Level, the Middle Level, and the South 
Level ; every one of which has its par- 
ticular banks and out-falls. 

The North Level, lying between the 
river of Welland and Morton's-leam, 
they defended by a bank, beginning at 
Peakirk, running to Croyland, and fo 
to Brother-houfe, where it unites with 
Holland-bank ; which bank (as the reft 
of the great banks are generally) is fe- 
venty feet broad at the bottom, and 
eight feet in .height; Peterborough-wa- 
O ter. 
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ter, viz. the river Nene being alfo kept 
off by the bank, extending from PcterboT 
roijgh tQ Guyhirn. 

But the grains, are the fame as be-. 
fore, which were only new fcoured 
and opened- And the opt-fall is alfo the 
fame; viz. by Shire-drain, and the 
fluice at Tid, for the fluices fet in the 
marfhes are loft, which cqli near fwenty- 
five thoiifand pounds. 

Moreover they caufed Wifbeach river 
to be qpened, for the length of twq 
miJes, which was a very great work. 

The middle Level alfo they defended 
by a large bank from Peterborough to 
Wilbeach, raiftd uppn the foundation 
pf that, which the king began, except- 
inga little turnat Waldirfey-bank. 

The faid Middle Level, they likewife 

defended from the river Ouze, by a 

great, bank from Erith to Saltcrs-lode, 

on the North- vye Hi jde of Bedford rivpr, 

and 
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and made another new river parallel to 
it from Erith to Salters-lode afore- faid, 
one hundred feet in breadth, and im- 
banked it on both fides fixty feet wide 
at the bottom, ten at the top, and eight 
in height. 

The other drains, which the faid earl 
made or repaired in this Level, were 
Vermuyden's-eau, Stoney-drain, Nene 
old-channel, Popham's-eau, Marfhland- 
cut, Moor's-drain, Whittle fea-dikes, 
and fome other fmall ones ; And the 
fluices, thofe at Salier's-lode, Popham's- 
eau, and Marfliland-cuts. 

For fcouring the South Level, from 
the overflowing of the Ouze, they raifed 
a great bank from Over to Salters-lode : 
The lefler rivers, viz. Grant, Milden- 
hall, Brandon, and Stoke, being de- 
fended by fmaller banks, from Salters- 
lode, to Stow-bridge, they caufed a 
large river of one hundred and twenty 
feet wide to be cut, and ten feet deep, 
for the more Tpeedy conveying away of 
O 2 the 
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the waters ; which river is now called 
Downham-eau, as alfo two great fafles 
at Salters-Iode, for the paflage of boats 
and other veflels, with three fluices at 
the end of Downham-eau, and divers 
fmall drains, viz. Granty-fen-drain, 
the in-drain to the bank of the Hundred 
foot river. Reach-lode, and many 
others. 

So that having accomplifhed the 
whole work within the compafs of five 
years, the faid Level was by a decree of 
fewers, made at Ely on the 25th of 
March 1653, adjudged to be fully drain- 
ed. Whereupon the faid earl and his 
participants had poireffion of thofe 
ninety-five thoufand acres awarded to 
him and them. 

It appears from the furveys or views 
of the Levels, made previous to the un- 
dertakings for the general drainage, that 
by diverting the great Ouze at Little- 
port, and turning it from its antient 
out-fall, at Wilbeach, and joining it to 
the 
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the little Ouze at Rebech, that, as tha 
channel and out-fall at Wilbeach decay- 
ed, thofe at Lynn improved and aug- 
mented, in fuch a manner , that from a 
poor inconfiderable fewer of fix poles 
wide, fo early as the time of Edward 
the Firft, it was become a confiderable 
port, and a capacious haven, and fj 
great was the force of the tides received 
into it, and the frelhcs defcendin^ 
through it, that the country could 
fcarcely make any banks fufficient to 
refill their force, but were under a ne- 
ceflity of giving way to their powers, 
by letting the banks at greater dillances ; 
infomuch that in the year 1336, 1 1 E. Ill, 
it was in fome places become a m,ile 
wide J fuch had been the force and pow- 
er of the tides and frefhes, a6ling in con- 
junction with, and being united to, each 
other, and by the like combined and 
united powers and forces it is, that the 
channels and outfalls of all the principal 
rivers in this ifland, Jis well as in other 
parts, are maintained and kept open, 
from age to age, fit for the important fer- 
vices of navigation and drainao-e. 

O3 And 
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And by the furveys before menti- 
oned, it appears, that from the time of 
Edward the Firft, down to the time of 
tlie general undertaking, the channel and 
out-fall at Lynn had fo continued to im- 
prove both in depth and capacity, as to 
become abfolutely the befl, fewer in the 
whole Level, and a goodly, fair river 
throughout, and below Ely, runningwith 
fuch force and rapidity, and had fcour- 
ed out the channel fo deep, that the low 
water mark at Salters-lode, was ten feet 
under the foil of the fens at that place ; 
befides the natural declivity of the coun- 
try from the up-lands thereto. 

And as in thofe furveys, there were no 
remarks nor obfervations made of any 
overflowings or drownings of that coun- 
try, except above Ely, and about Her- 
remere, occafioned either by gravels, 
wears^ and weeds, or by the narrow- 
nefs of the channel thereabouts, not be- 
ing capacious enough to pafs down the 
waters brought by the Ouze that way, 
after their paffage through the Well-wa- 
ter 
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fer was flopped, by the decay of the 
channels and drains which Ihould have 
Conveyed it with the Nene, either tO 
either to Wilbeach or Salters-lode. 

It is therefore reafonable to cbnclude, 
that the fens in that part of the country 
were then, and had been, ever fince 
the out-fall at Lynn was become fo ca- 
pacious, and the channel fcoured fo 
deep, in a fruitful and a flourilhing con- 
dition; 

In the nature of up-land meadows 
fubjett to fome Oiort overflowing in the 
time of great land-floods, or by the rage 
of fome extraordinary fpring tides, by 
which the lower parts might at fome 
times be annoyed : but as there was fo 
great a fall from the furface of the land 
to the low water mark, the tide water 
would not refl; long thereon, and the 
land-floods, if they remained on fome 
of the lower parts, for fome time in the 
winter, upon the return of the fummer 
tiiey would be fooii carried off: . fo that 
O4 it 
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it is reafonable to conclude^ that thofe 
fens were In a fruitful and flourilhing 
condition, as before mentioned. 

And this is confirmed by feveral peti- 
tions, prefented to parliament by the. 
inhabitants; one of which from Laken- 
■ heath fets forth, 

That they .had in ufe about five 
thoufand, feven hundred acres of 
common fens, which was not hurtful- 
ly furiounded grounds, but were made 
beneficial by overflowing. 

And above one thoufand, four hun- 
dred acres of the faid fens were paf- 
tuie for flieep in the hardeft time of 
winter; being never overflowed but 
by extraordinary wind-catches, and 
tiien they received moft profit from 
them in the fummer. 

And a hke petition from the in- 

: habitants of Methwold and other 

towns bordering upon that part of the 

Level, 
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Level, defcribed the condition of it 
in much the fame manner: that from 
Methwold obferving that they had 
flieep walks for one thoufand, feven 
hundred (heep, which fed winter and 
fummer, upon their common fens; and 
that when any floods happened they 
came by wind-catches, and run over 
but fome part of their grounds, and 
continued not long, fo that they were 
not damaged, but made better by fuch 
overflowings: and on thofe grounds 
they kept three or four hundred 
milch cows for dairies, and fed their 
working horfes, and bred fl:ore of 
young cattle, which were kept on the 
common in winter, time out of mind; 
(fee Badeflade's hiftory, page 8i.) To 
which may be added what Sir Cle- 
ment Edmonds reported to the lords 
of the Privy Council; (fee page 217) 
The river of Ouze, fays he, coming 
by Bedford, Huntingdon, and St. Ives, 
and pafling down to Lynn, below 
Ely, runs with fuch a current. Sec. 

And along by the fide of the ri- 
ver it is a very rich foil, both i» 
Cambridgefliire 
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CambridgeQiire and the Ifie, well in- 
habited, and not otherwife troubled 
with water, but in winter, and in time 
of floods, which probably would not 
happen, but for Weeds, Wears, and 
Hards in the river, which obllrud 
the paflage of the water: Fof, fays he, 
the outfall of the river Ouze is am- 
ple and' great, and gives large palfage 
for the frelh waters, defcending from 
the inland countries, and alfo to the 
tides. 

From thefe accounts it is manifeft, 
that at the time immediately preced- 
ing the general undertakings the South 
Level was in a flourilhing condition^ 
and the river Ouze a quick and deep 
river, having a fufhcient and cagacious 
outfall. 

There feems to have been nothing 
"more wanting, to have prevented the 
land floods from annoying it, even in 
the winter feafon; and the making 
it completely profitable and cer- 
taiiii 
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tain, but the enlarging the wears, 
and fuch parts of the channel as might 
be too much contra6led, the taking 
up the gravels and the due cut- 
ting of the weeds, no not even fo 
much as Imbankation. 

It feems therefore fomething fur- 
prifing, that the adventurers fhould 
be induced- to undertake fo expenfive 
and laborious a work, as to cut a 
new river one hundred feet in breadth, 
and twenty miles in length, on pur- 
pofe to turn the water of the Ouze 
out of that Level, which might at fo 
fmall an expence have been fafely 
made to pafs through it; efpecially 
as the Bedford river had before been 
cut, at fo fmall a diflance from it, 
by way of fubflitute for that branch 
of the Ouze, called the Weft water, 
then flopped by the decay of its 
proper channel, which floppage it 
feems had alfo turned a part of the 
Nene, down that way, and alfo by 
way of flaker to the other branch. 
Whether 
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Whether it was the pafling the 
upland waters quicker down to their 
ouC-faIl« and fponer to relieve the 
meadows aloft, was the ftriking con- 
fideration, which influenced the great 
Vermuyden to advife them to this 
undertaking, I cannot fay ; but it evi- 
dently appears, that its efFefts had 
not been clearly forefeen, or thorough- 
ly conlidered; for fo great a body 
of water- being carried down this new 
channel, lying with fo much quicker 
defcent, and being hurried into the 
Old river much fooner than in the 
antient round-about courfe, and fil- 
ling it much fooner in the place of 
concourfc, than it could be filled by 
the fmaller rivers, left to fupply it in 
the former courfe, the water at that 
place being raifed above the water in 
the old low channel, fome part would 
naturally flow up into it, for the fame 
reafon that the tide rifing at the mouth 
of a river higher than the contiguous 
waters running down it makes a cur- 
rent into it: and that this was a6lually 
the cafe, appears from Hiftory. 

For 
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For the new Bedford or Hundred 
foot river, being cut in 1650, it was 
found neceflary to ereft a fluice at 
Denver, a little above the faid place 
of concourfe, to prevent the water 
coming down the faid river in the 
time of land floods, more efpecially 
from reverting up into the Old low 
river, in the manner before defcribed, 
which the year after, viz. 1651, being 
agreed on, and accordingly ere6ted at the 
expence of feven thoufand pounds, 
when the land-floods defcended down 
the faid new Bedford, or Hundred 
foot river, and filled the Old channel 
in the manner before defcribed, the 
doors of the faid fluice were kept fliut 
for a long time together, by that preflure 
of the water againft them, which would 
have carried it up into the Old river, 
had not the ftoppage at the fluice pre- 
vented it: and which though it kept 
the water from fo revering, yet it 
dammed up, and fl;opped the water 
brought down by the Little Ouze, 
and all the other fmall rivers, which 
came into it, above the faid fluice, 
tiU 
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till they rofe to a level with the wa- 
ters brought down by the Hundred 
foot river below the fame : by which 
means the lands in the South Level 
were much annoyed, their drainage ob- 
ftrufted, and the bottom of the river 
became liable to grow up by the ful- 
lage and mud fubfiding in fuch time 
of ilagnation. 

And the tides being thereby hin- 
dred from flowing up into their re- 
ceptacles, in the antient courfe of the 
Ouze, and the quantity of the ebbs 
greatly diminilhed, the river and out- 
lets below the faid fluice, even down 
to the fea, became greatly choked 
with fand and lilt, depofited and drop- 
ed by the tides; infomuch that the out- 
falls of the fewers and drains for marfh- 
land, leading into the lower part of the 
Ouze towards Lynn, were moft of 
them flopped, and the country there- 
abouts, as well as that part of the South 
Level lying above the faid fluice, be- 
came overflowed and drowned; (fee 
Badeflade's 
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Badfleade's hiftory, page 84,) where he 
fays, the channel below the dam at 
Denver immediately after the fiuice was 
prefted, lilted, and grew up, in a very 
little time, eight or ten feet. 

And fo apprehenlive were the na- 
vigators, merchants, and inhabitants of 
Lynn, that fuch an effeft would be 
the confequence of erecting that fluice, 
that before it was ereded, they in cpn- 
junflion with the univerfity and town 
of Cambridge, and other places, ufed 
all lawful means poifible by petitions 
&c. to prevent it. (fee Badeflade's hif- 
tory, page 52.) 

And after they had experienced the 
bad effefts thereof, in the year 1696, 
the fixth of January, (9 W. III.) they 
prefented a petition to., parliament, in 
conjundion with the univerfity and 
town of Cambridge, the dean and 
prebends of Ely, towns of Hunting- 
don and Thetford, and the land-hold- 
ers of the South Level, praying for 
the 
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the removal of the faid fluice and dam, 
the prejudices of which to the chan- 
nel and outfall at Lynn. 

By many evidences was proved, 
that in the year 1645, shout fix years 
before the faid fluice was erefted, 
and for the time preceeding, down to 
that date, the channel and outfall to 
the fca, had been and was deep and 
good; that the iloods and ebbs were 
fl;rong and forciWe, and the tides 
Fan up full five hours and an half, 
that Encethe building of the faid fluice 
the channel, the outfall, and the roads 
where the fliips ufed to ride at an- 
chor at fea, called Jietne and Ferrier 
were in the year 1660 fo grown up, 
fihat at the South End of ihe town, 
and on the Weft: fide of the river 
where there had been two fathom or 
twelve foot water at low water, the 
Weil fide of -the river was grown fo 
fhailow that no fliips could ride, and 
the channel between Common ftaith 
and St. Anne, was dried up, and 
at the Crutch which had been 
twelve 



,.Googlc 



BEDFORD I,£VE1. SO9 

twelve feet water tbeic was tbcn Imfe 

nine feet. 

And in the years ^67^ and iGy$, 
the Weft diannel below the town was 
grown up, and Felncy rgad krfl. 

And from the year 1575, *** *^6^ 
from che South end t^the town Co Far- 
rier-road, the river and channel gradii* 
ally from year to year grew worfe and 
worie, fo that there was but then three 
feet water at the Crutch at low water, 
where there had been twelve. 

And the channel below iht town to 
Farrier road was become fo bad, that a 
{hip of nine feet draught, could not fail 
from town to the road in one tide with- 
out a fair wind. And a fhip of twelve 
feet draught, could not come from the 
road to the town, without lying by the 
way for want of water, and the fands 
in the channelwere fo bad that no (hip 
could bear its burthen, but break in 
pieces, by which means many ihipshad 
P iiiftained 
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fullained from one hundred to four hun- 
dred pounds damage per Ihip, and fome 
quite fpoiled. 

That fince the building of the fluices, 
the tide being ftopped out of its antient 
receptacles, its force was greatly weak- 
ened, and the time of its iiowing aba- 
ted; running up now only three hours 
and an half; whereas before, itufedto 
run up five hours and an h^f. 

That before the faid flulces were erefl:- 
ed the tides flowed twenty -four miles 
farther into the deep rivers of Ouze, 
Stoke, Grant, and Mildenhall. 

That the fole foundation of the fiuice 
is raifed, and flands above eight feet 
higher than the bottom of the Old river, 
whereby fo much weight of water is. 
loft. 

That by means of the faid fluices the 

water-way in the river was contra6led 

from being one hundred and fifty feet 

wide 
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Wide to thefe pafTages of eighteen feet 
each ; by which means the in-draught 
of ^he tides was dirainilhed. 

That the .Old river above the fluice, 
was choked up with weeds and mud, 
and became alnioll impaflable. 

That where large keels and barges 
were formerly ufed, now none but flat 
boats or lighters could pafs. 

That before the fluices were ere£led, 
when the tides had their antient natural 
courfe up thofedeep rivers, which were 
thereby filled with vafl: quantities of wa- 
ter ; the ebb at Lynn was run offin two 
hours at leaft before it fell back in the 
place where the fluices ftand, that being 
followed by the freflies every twelve 
hours they fell with fuch weight and 
force in a llrong and rapid flream, that 
they cleared the river and harbour from 
the fands brought in by the tides before 
they could fall and fettle. 

P2 That 
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That the Hundred foot river bears no 

-■ manner of proportion for the depth or 

breadth with the old rivers, being cut 

on rifing ground but five or fix feet 

deep. 

And that the channel of Lynn after 
it had continued in a ftate of improve- 
ment, and had been continually inlarg- 
ed, and deepened, from the time of the 
firit turning of the water of the Great 
Ouze into Ouze parva, to the time of 
the undertaking of the general drainage, 
the cutting of the Bedford rivers, sind 
the fetting downofthefluicesat Salter's- 
lode, and at Denver, and that after that 
time came into decay, is evident, for 
in the year 1611, 9 J. I. at a feffions of 
fewers held at King's Lynn, Sep. 26, it 
was ordert d that the fluice at the end of 
Right ford-lode, next the Ouze, (hould 
be taken up, and a larger fet down, the 
better to drain thirteen hundred acres 
of low-lands, in Upwell andOutwcll; 
And that the fole of the faid fl uice fhould 
be laid one foot under the low water 
mark. 
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Vnark, of the faid river of Ouze, as it 
ufually flows about the end of Auguft; /^ 
and that there (houM be two f mnels, . 
ieach four feet wide, and fix feet deep, 
with fufficient fea doors and land doors 
for the fame, (fee BadeHade's hiAory 
page 1 6) 

^he latter end of Auguft 1^23, Mr. 
I^eter Batefon, William Stafford, efq; 
captain John Edwards and myfelf, (fays 
the author above, quoted) funk and bor- 
ed to find the apron or fole of the fore- 
faid fluice, and we found it to lie fix - 
feet, one inch and a half under low wa- 
ter mark : We next meafured the two 
funnels, and found each to be four feet 
wide, as they were ordered to be made, 
butthey were but three feet, four inches 
deep ; therefore it is plain, that the foles 
of the faid fluices had been raifed two 
feet, eight inches ; fo that the original 
apron, had it been lying, would have 
been eight feet nine inches and a half 
lower than the low watermark is at this 
time. And now there is not above fix 
P 3 inchea 
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inches depth of water in the river at 
low water mark, whereas formerly there 
never was lefs than a depth of four feet 
at low water mark here. 

We alfo dug and bored to find the 
fole of Hunts fluice, on the North fide 
of Stow-bridge, and found it to be 
eight feet, eleven inches, lower than. 
low watermark. 

Thefe experiments prove, that when 
thefe fluices were fet down at low water 
mark in the Ouze, was at leafl eight 
feet lower than it is now. 

And it may be added, that they alfo 
proved that the bottom of the river, at 
the time of fetting them down, was 
eleven feet lower than at the time of 
making the experiment: which plainly 
fhews, the bad effe6l which thofe cuts 
and fluices had upon the channel below 
them. 

To what has been before faid, may 

be added what the fame author fays 

ihereof. 
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thereof in page 84 viz ; The channel be- 
low the dam at Denver did iiumediately . 
after lilt up, till its bottom came to be on 
a hanging level with the bottom of the 
Bedford river, i. e. it fihed and grew up 
in a very little time eight^or ten feet. 

And in refpeft to the ill effeft of the 
fluice at Denver upon the South Level, 
it is to be obferved, what the lord 
Gorges, (who was one of tha under- 
takers and- the mofl; Ikilful in draining) 
fays in page 82. 

The adventurers finding thefe fluices 
had fuch ill efFed upon the South Level, 
for whofe benefit alone they were dc- 
figned, and obfefving that the river on 
the Lynn fide of the fluices was filled 
up ten feet, which growing up of the 
river was a great obllacle to draining. 

They, anno 1653, cut Downhameau, 
alias St. John's eau, beginning above 
Denver fluice, and carried near line- 
right, about five miles along by the Eaft 
P4 fide 
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fide of die Ouze towards Lynn, to z 
little below Stovr bridge. This river 
Sir William Du{;dale lays, was made 
one bundred and twenty feet wide, and 
ten feet deep, for the more fpeedy con- 
veyance of the waters out of the South 
Levd, wilbthieefluicesattheend. 

And becauTe of thii ten feet choke, the 
adveoliirers found tbemielves under a 
necEifi^ alfo to cut a new drain on the 
Weft fide of the Oiue ou£ of Well 
dcek. to &U alio into Ouze a little be- 
loir Stow biidge. called Tong's drain 
or Maifliland cut. to coiirey the waters 
out of Che Middle Level, which before 
die ten lixtcboVe fell into Ouze at Sal- 
ter's-lode^ wfaeie, as we bave already 
flUcTved Ibeie wai before the. Uuices 
weie eieficd, a fall of ten feet from 
die fiifl of tbe faa to low water mark 
in the river Ouze. 



^ly afier tbefe two drains, 

viz; Downbam eau, and Tong's drain 

were made, die river Ouze gtew up and 

die 
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the finds increafed more between Sal- 
texs-kxfe and Stow-bridge, than in any- 
other partof the river, occafioned chief- 
ly by Downham-eau, through which 
part of the wafers that fliould have help- 
ed to fcour away the fand, were turn- 
ed out of the duie for that leoglii of 
way; partly by turning many of the 
waters of the Nene through Tong's- 
drain, and partly by keeping the fluice 
doors Ihut moil part of the fummer, h 
that no frelh water at all was fufiered to 
come that way to help to fcour out the 
river beneath the fluice. 

Hut principally by another cffe£l; of 
that dam whereby the receptacles of the 
tides, and the large in-draughts of the 
Waters, which ufed to put up with them 
from fea, and were received into the 
laid rivers, were intercepted, and cut 
Qiort near thirty miles of their wonted 
flow ; by reafoD of which there wanted 
that plenty, force and weight of a back 
water, which is nece0ary to fcour out 
the Hit and faad, brought by the tide. 
Sa 
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So that the river continued to fiU 
up fo very faft, that in about three years 
time, after the making of Downham 
Eau, its outfall was choked up and loft; 
and the Eau dammed up. 

And the bridge at Stow which had 
been built Over it was taken down, 
to the charge of maintaining it, and 
inftead thereof a road made crofs it. 

And Downham Eau was of no ufe, 
till 1666, when the twenty -four-fo<^ 
drain was let into it, which was cut 
from Soam Meere for draining it by 
tunnels under the three rivers afore- 
faid. 

But now thofe tunnels are ftc^ped 
up, and the Eau is rendered again 
of little, or no ufe, the bottom of the 
Ouze being higher than the fole of the 
fluice next the Ouze, and alfo as high 
as the foil of the fens. 

Thus in the courfe of a very few 
years, thofe works which were defign- 
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pd to drain the fens (particularly the 
South Level) and to have made them 
good winter lands, did the reverfe, 
(that is,) abfolutely drowned the Le- 
vel, now no longer fummer lands. 

Thus it appears, that in the; cutting 
of thofe rivers and erefling thofe lluices 
one error was fucceeded by another and 
nothing done that was productive of 
the benefit intended. 

In the year 1650 or 1651, the new 
Bedford or the Hundred-foot river 
was cut, and a fluice placed at Erith, 
to keep the waters of the Ouze, out 
of the South Level to fecure the up- 
per parts thereof from being annoyed 
in winter time by its waters, and for 
conveying them in a fliorter paflage, 
arid lefs time to their outfall. 

But an unlooked for eflfeft, arifing 
from the projed, or mode of execu- 
ting it, the Old river laying much low- 
er than the faid new channel, was 
more filled at the place of concourfe 
by 
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by the waters brought down by iif 
than by the remainder of the rivers 
coining into it through the old natu- 
ral channel, for which reafon a great 
part of the waters brought down by 
the new river reverted into it; by 
which means the lower part of the 
South Level became annoyed and 
furrounded by the very means intend- 
ed for the relief of the upper part 
thereof. 

To remedy which, the projeflors 
brought themfelves as they imagined 
into a neceflity of erefting the fluice 
at Denver, to prevent that pernicious 
cfiea 

But this expedient became fraught 
with much greater evils and far worfe 
cfie6ls, than were intended to have 
been prevented by it. 

For not only its gates were forcibly 
kept fliut in the time of land-floods, 
by the waters coming down the New 
river, till the waters in the Old ri- 
ver 
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yer above it came to a level with 
thofe below it, by which means the 
the lands were overflowed and fur- 
rounded, but the tide-waters being fljut 
out of their antient receptacles, and a 
great part of them being intirely ftopped, 
they for want of their proper motion, 
depofited fo much of the filt with which 
Xhey came loaded, as to choke up the 
river, in the manner which has been be- 
fore defcribed. 

The river below the fluice being in a 
very little time thus dammed up, and the 
■lands thus furrounded, and overflowed, 
they were obliged to fly to another re- 
Iburce, and try another expedient, for 
the relief of thofe lands which their ill- 
concerted fchemes had fo much amioy- 
cd and prejudiced. 

And accordingly in the year 1653, 
but about two years after the fluice at 
Denver was erefled, St. John's eau was 
cut at a very confiderable expence, in 
hopes of obtaining the relief which was 
wanted 
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wanted for the South Level, which Wa^ 
fo far from anfwering the end expefted; 
that in fo Ihort a time as three years it be- 
came filted up, and rendered intircly 
ufelefs, in refpe6l to the purpofes in- 
tended by it. Such were the unhappy 
and for ought that appears to the contra- 
ry, the unforefeeneBfefls of placing that 
fluice in the courfe of the tides flowing 
into their antient receptacles. 

As all human perfons are fubje6l to 
errors, and the millakes of others may 
teach wifdom to ourfelves, I muft hum- 
bly conceive, that a ufeful leffon or cwo 
may be learnt from thofe proceedings. 

The firft is, that in fuch expenlive-, 
great, and important works, every 
fcheme, and every project Ihould be 
well weighed, and maturely, and tho- 
roughly confidered in all lights, rela- 
tions, and circumftances, before it is 
perfeflly adopted, and carried into exe- 
cution, and as nature a6is upon the prin- 
ciples of wifdom and reafon, and as all 
people 
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Jjcople do not view the fame fubjefts in 
the fame light, and fcarce any perfon 
can view fuch fubjefts as are of import- 
ance in all various relations which they 
may ftand in to others, it mufl therefore 
be the mofl: fafe, and the moft prudent 
method, not to be ftrongly attached to 
the fentiments, or opinions of any one 
perfon, however judicious; but to col- 
ieS, weigh, and compare the fentiments 
of fuch others, as may have thought up- 
on, or confidered the fubje£i: with the 
greateil deliberation. 

The fecond is, that as it appears by 
the above recited relations, how prodi- 
gioufiy pernicious and prejudicial the 
fetting down of that lluice in a tide- way 
(foas to flop the waters in their influx 
from the extenfive receptacles which 
they ufed to fill, fo many certain 
times in the fpace of a year, and thereby 
robbing the out-fall of the great and re- 
peated force and weight of the ebbs pro^ 
duced by thofe in-draughts) was, both' 
to the drainage and navigation of this- 
large river and out-fall, 

Therefore 
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Therefore no fuch fluices, dams er 

ftoppages ought to be put. or iet up 

in the tidc-wayj, efpecially of any ri- 

■ vers under the Hke circumftances, and 

immediately communicating with the 



For however ufcfu! flniccs may be 
for the receiving the fea water for 
the filling and dilidiarging of fuch re- 
(ervoirs.^ as are made and contrived 
for the fcouring of fome fhort chan- 
nels, for the inlets and outlets of ihips 
or veffets, into and out of fome par- 
ticuhr bafons, piers «r docks not far 
diftant from the iea, and where there 
is not naturally a fuiScient quantity 
of land-waters or receptacles to make 
fuch an indraught for the tides a& to 
keep the waters m motion, and to 
produce a large and fufficient quantity, 
weight, and force of ebb, yet in all 
rivers communic^ing with the fea* 
where they prevent the union of the 
tides and frefhes, Hop their motions* 
and feparate d^r operatiwis and 
forces^ 
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forces, th^y muft reafonably be fup- 
pofed to be, as experience deraon- 
ftrates them to be, very pernicious and 
hurtful to t!ie channels and outfalls of 
fuch rivers; as all dams and obftruc- 
tions and every thin^, which impedes 
the current and motion of the water 
mufl be. 

And where fluices are made ufe of, 
in the manner and for the purpofe be- 
fore fpecified, or by the way of Locks 
for railing of fhips and velfels from 
one Level to another, in Bafons and 
Canals where the water lies at reft 
and ftagnant, thofe refervoirs, recepta^ 
ties and canals are by the fubfidence 
of the mud and fullage of the waters 
efpecially if it be fea water with which 
they are fuppUed, continually growing 
up, fo that in certain period? of time, 
and often in a very fhort time too, 
they are rendered incapable, and be- 
come unfit for the ufes and fervices 
intended, without the affiftance and La- 
bour of men's hands; and frequently 
Q become 
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become too expehfive to be fuppbrted 
and maintained unlefs in feme particu- 
lar inftances; befides, the operations of 
refervoirs are fo irregular and unequal, 
fo reftrained and contra6ied, that fome- 
times they eiFe£l very little or nothing, 
and often times do much more hurt 
than good; by forcibly railing and 
driving away the mud, fand, or ful- 
lage from and fcouring a hole much 
deeper than wanted, or than is ufeful, 
in one place, and carrying it to fome 
other diilant place, where its force be- 
ing grown much weaker, fuffers it 
to fall down, fubfide, and fill up the 
channel: and inftead of mending and 
deepening, makes it fliallower, than it 
naturally was. 

And this being the mode and man- 
ner in which all artificial refervoirs 
do aft, it is ^'ery manifeft that they 
can only be ufeful in fmall diftances; 
and even then are attended with very 
irregular, and very often pernicious 
effects ; and therefore ought not to be 
made 
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made ufe of but in fuch cafes where 
no other means can be obtained, and 
they are at bed but temporary expedi- 
ents. 

But the united, conftant, and pow- 
erful opperations of the upland waters* 
tides and ebbs acting conjunctly, and 
as it were in aid and concert with 
each other, are the great and effeftive 
powers and forces, by which the Firth, 
the Tweed, the Tyne, the Tees, the 
Humberj the Thames, the Med way, 
the Severn, the Nene, the Welbam and 
the Welland, before the imbankations, 
and all the other principal rivers in this 
Ifland, and elfewhere, where Nature 
has not been too much obflrucled by 
the works of Art, and the wrong de- 
vices of men, or by fome violent com- 
motions in itfelf, fuch as earthquakes, 
&c. have been maintained and pre- 
ferved from their firil formation at 
the time of the Deluge down to this 
time; fome few exceptions admitted. 

Q a Whatever ; 
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Whatever therefore diminifhes the 
quantity, or divides and feparates the 
force and power of one, or both of 
thefetwo great and natural a.<;ents, if I 
may fo call them, mufl neccflarily lef- 
fen, abate, and diminifb, either one or 
other, or both of iheir efficacie and 
efFe6is in fcouring, preRrvin;^, and 
maintaining the channels, through which 
they pafs, or in which they aft ; and 
confequently mull be pernicious and 
hurtful thereto; in the like manner as . 
was the aforefaid fiuice at Denver: 
which as it was badly contrived, fo 
the fabric was very ill confl.ru6ted ; 
for being raifed upon a bed of loofe, 
uncemented clunch, or hard chalk-' 
flones, confined only by ranges offe- 
parated piles, in the year 1713, it was 
fuddenly blown up by the tides, or 
rather by the walhing away of the 
clunch, upon which it Hood ; and the 
foundation giving way, the fuperftruc- 
ture inftantly fell; and the whole fa- 
bric, which coft about feven thoufand 
pounds in erefling, was in the fpace 

of 
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of about fixty-two years intirely de-t 
moli'hed, after having produced all the 
mifchicf before defcribed. 

And yet fo Ihort were the views 
of many people, and fo ftrong their 
-prejudices, that no experience could 
deter them, nor no agrceraents iflli- 
ed them from rebuilding fuch an- 
other like iluice in [lie year in 

the very fiine place, at a like great 
expence. 

And I am thoroughly of opinion, 
that had it not been for the inlarge- 
ment of the river's mouth, about two 
miles below Lynn, by which means 
there has within thefe few years been 
a greater influx of the tide water, and 
which alfo has rofe higher, than fome 
years heretofore, which has increafed 
the quantity, force and • weight of the 
ebb water, which has in a great mea- 
fure countcr-ballanced the effedl of 
the faid new fluice, the bad confe- 
quences thereof could have been more 
manifeft, before this time: though I 
Q, 3 , have 
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have been lately informed, they begin 
now to become very apparent, the 
harbour being of late come into con- 
Jiderable decay. 

As I have not met any particular 
accounts either of the continuance, or 
cfiefis of the fluice in Wilbeach river 
at the Horfe-Ihoe, which Dugdale fays 
eoft eight thoufand pounds building, 
I can fay nothing from fails, relating to 
it; but as it is now down, I am inclined 
to think, that both its fate, and effe6i;s 
have been limilar to thofe of the fluice 
at Denver. 

And as to that great fluice lately ere£l- 
ed at Bofton, at the mouth of a fine, 
and what might otherwife be a very be- 
neficial new river, a little above the 
town, for keeping out the tides ; I an} 
fo far from expecling any advantage 
from the faid fluice, that I am fully of 
opinion, if it is kept conllantly in ufe, 
and under the fame regulations for dam- 
ming up the water above; as at the firft, 
that 
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tliat in the courfe of a few years the 
channel, inftead of teing improved, will 
be greatly injured, and the out-fall pre- 
judiced thereby. 

And had that expence been faved, and 
the tides had free admiffion into the faid 
New river, there is great reafon to be- 
lieve, that the channel and out-fall would 
have in a Ihort time been improved by the 
weight and force of the returning ebbs, 
and the frefliesdefcending with the rapi- 
dity, which the continuation of the in- 
draught up the faid river, after the turn 
of the tide at the out-fall would occafion, 
being fcoured out fo deep, that veflels of 
twelve or thirteen feet water, or more 
might upon any ordinary tide come up 
to the quays and wharfs at the town^ 
much better than they ufed to do, before 
the late decay of that river. 

As there has been already fifteen 
thoufand pounds funk with the fluices 
in the marfhes about Wifbeach out-fall, 
and eight thoufand pounds laid out up- 
on the fluice Horfefhoe, which is now de- 
Q4 molifhed 
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molifhcd and gone, I fhould fuppofe 
that there can be no great encourage- 
ment to enter upon any new works of 
that kind, where they have been attend- 
ed with fuch bad fuccefs, and fuch fatal 
confequences. 

And it fhould be remerfibered, that 
it is not the fand, mud, or fullage, 
which is brought into a river, and car- 
ried through it, which choked up its 
channel, but that which is dropped and 
,depoIited in it by the obflrudion of the 
current, the abatement of its velocity, 
and diminution of its force; and the great- 
er any of thefe are in degree, the great- 
er and the worfc willbethe effeft, in the 
choking up the channel; therefore 
every thing which cccafions obflryfl;- 
ons, floppages, or long liagnations in 
the currents, and courfes of the rivers, 
Ii.ouldbe carefully avoided. 

It is true, there always will'be, be- 
tween the influx of the tide, and the de- 
fcent of the frelhes, a pointof itagna-. 
tion 
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tton in fome part of the channel, or other, 
as iikewife a time of ftoppage between 
the influx and leflux of the tide-water, 
in which time the fand and foil, with 
which it is loaded, will be dropped, and 
fufFercd to fublide. Yet as this is but 
Ihort, and the Unices, which obftrud 
the motion of the water, during the 
whole time of its influx, are of long dura- 
tion ; the prejudices and hurt done by 
the former, will be very inconfiderable, 
and fcarcely any thing, to be compared 
with what mull of neceffity be done by 
the latter ; as is evident by long experi- 
ment and obfervation. 

For as all the confiderable rivers in this 
ijland, and elfewhere, have their chan- 
nels and outfalls preferved by the united 
operations of the tides, and upland wa- 
terSjfiowing alternately into, and through 
them, as has been before obferved : In 
confequence it follows, that whatever, 
unites the operations of the tides, freflies, 
and ebbs, byinlarging their quantities, 
increafes their ibrces, amd augments their 
powers. 
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powers, muft advance and promote the 
fcouring and deepening the channels, 
and improve the out-fall of all rivers, 
immediately communicating with the 
fea. 

Having now gone through an hiftori- 
cal account of the Great Level, the 
changes it has undergone, the ftate 
of the rivers, and the principal works 
done therein, with fuch obfervations as 
occurred in the way, efpecially fuch as 
more immediately relate to the channel 
and out-fali at Wifbeach, I Ihall by way 
of recapitulation, colled the fubilance of 
what has been faid, into a few general 
heads, or proportions. 

Firft, The upper and principal part of 
the Great Level of the fens was antient- 
ly and originally good, and found 
ground, plentifully flocked with wood 
and large timber trees. 

That it was plentifully furnifiied 

with wood and timber trees, appears 

from 
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from the great numbers of the bodies of' 
thofe trees, which have been found bu- 
ried under the moor and fuUage, which 
compofes the prefent furface of the fens, 
and the great number of roots of thofe 
fort of trees, which are found in like 
manner buried under the prefent fur- 
face, and .{landing in the foil, and in the . 
manner in which they originally grew, 
( fee Dugdale, page 354) 

That the foil was found and good is 
evident by. the timber trees and wood 
growing upon it : a rotten moorifii foil, 
not being capable of producing, or fup- 
porting, and nourifhing fuch fort of trees ; • 
and likewife the fwarthsofgrafs, found 
near Whittlefea by Mr. Underwood, 
lying eight feet under the then prefent 
foil, doth alfo evince. 

This feems to have been originally 
the general ftate of moft other parts of 
the fen lands in this ifiand,. lying at a 
diftance from the fea ; as is evident from 
Ifhe great quantities of fuch-like trees, 
being 



,. Google 



23^ TrrE HISTORY or 

being found in the ifle of Axholm in Lin- 
colnlhire, the marlhes of Kent, Suffex, 
Somerfetfhire, Yorkfhire, and moft of 
the other fens in this ifland. 

Secondly, The vail number of timber 
trees which have been found in the man- 
mer before mentioned, buried and fe- 
vered from their roots, were taken 
down by the Romans, in order to bring 
the inhabitants of thofe parts into fub- 
jeSion, and to facilitate and complete 
the conqueft of the ifland. 

That they were taken down by the 
hands of men is very plain, by the 
manner in which they were fevered, 
vaft numbers in the ifle of Axhohn hav- 
ing been fevered by firej as appears by 
their ends being coaled, and multitudes 
of others, appear evidently to have been 
fawn down. 

And that this was a work that was ■ 
done by the Romans is highly probable, 
for the antient inhabitants, the Britons, 
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as they were a very barbarous, hardy 
people, and had veryfew regular towns, 
it appears by the accounts given in Le- 
land, and others, that they made the 
woods both their habitations, and places 
o( fecurity and Ihelter from their enemies, 
and that they might do fo in the fens, as 
well as other places, is highly probable ; 
and if fo, the Romans would be under 
a neceflity of taking down thofe woods, 
and clearing the ground in order to 
come at them. 

That the Romans were employed and 
met with difficulties, in reducing thofe 
parts of the ifland. is evident, by the 
caufewayfound buried under the moor, 
fuppofed to be made by Severus one 
of the Roman emperors, who was 
employed in fubduing the Britons in 
that part of the fens, extending from 
Denver in Norfolk, through the fens to 
Peterborough; as mentioned (in page 
11) and by that quotation from Tacitus 
in Vita Agrieolae in the fame page, in 
which it is faid, that the Britons com- 
plained 
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plained that the Romans wore out an<l 
confumed their bodies and hands in 
clearing the woods, and banking the 
fens. 

And as they were driven to a neceffi- 
ty of cutting down the woods, and clear- 
ing the grounds, to force the inhabitants 
of the like countries in France and Flan- 
ders out of the holds and (helters, in 
which they fecured themfelves, it is 
highly probable, that they were obliged 
to do the like in Britain, (Tee page 101) 
where fpeaking oi" the laft mentioned 
countries it is faid. 

This country was part of Gallia, but 
fo full of woods, and fens, that the vic- 
torious Casfar could not conquer it, 
though he fubdued all France, except 
the fenny parts, which were not paflible, 
and which were the province of the Me- 
napii, which Czefar could never poffefs. 
For, not dwelling in towns, but, in cot- 
tages within fenny places compafled 
with woods, they did more annoyance 

to 
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to the warlike Romans, than they re- 
ceived from them. 

It is true that Caefar, cutting down the 
woods, did attempt to pafs the faid fens, 
but by reafon of their greatnefs, and 
that the winter feafon approached, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, he forebore the en- 
terprize. 

As this was the cafe abroad, under 
like circumftances, I fee not the leaft 
reafon to doubt, but it was the fame in 
the fenny parts of our ifland in general: 
For the trees found in the fenny parts 
thereof, appear to have been taken 
down by the hands of men ; in the like 
manner with thofe, in the places parti- 
cularly fpoken of. 

Thirdly, The furface of the lands 
in thefe parts of the Great Level 
was originally lower than the prefent 
furface, from three to eight feet, or 
upon a medium about five feet. 

And 
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And the lands antf marfhes near 
the outfalls of the rivers, near to, or 
bordering upon the fea, were at the 
fame time from ten to fixteen, or eight- 
teen feet lower than they are at this 
prefent. 

The former part of this propofition 
proved by the depth of which the roots 
of thofe trees before mentioned are 
found Handing, and the fwoths of 
gr^fs, which were found lying at 
Whittlefea, as likewife by the {keleton 
of the fifh found by Sir Robert Cot- 
ton, near Cottington, &c. {fee pages 
twenty-four and twenty-five.) 

The latter part is proved by the 
tan-vats found near Spalding, the Smith's 
fhop, and roots of the trees found near 
Bofton ; the fur bufiies and nut-trees 
the large ftone, and the cart wheel &c. 
found near Magdalen; The ftrata at 
■ the fetting down of the Safle at Sal- 
ter*s-lode &;c. 

That 
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That the water in the upper parts 
oF the natural rivers, in its ordinary ibite 
at that time, run contiderably perliaps 
not lefs thin four or five feet under ' 
the foil of thofe lands which are novf' 
fens. 

This propofition is evident, in 03 
much as if the waters of the ri- 
vers had in their ordinary flate, con- 
ftantiy and continually overfpread 
thofe parts of the levels, and kept 
them condaatly inundated, the foil 
muft have been fo weak, rotten and 
unfound- that it could not poHibly 
have produced or fupported the wood 
and timber trees before mentioned. 

Corrollary ; form this propofition it 
follows; that the lands lying along 
the margin of thofe rivers, at a di- 
■ftance from the fea, and which were not 
woodded, were in the nature of up-land 
meadows. 

Fifthly, The lower parts of thofe 

channels and their out-falls at fea were 

R at 
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at that time deep and good, . not choked 
withfilt, fafid, or other fuUage. 

And the declivity of thofe channels, 
or the fall from the upper part of the 
Level to the low water at the mouths of 
thofe rivers, was confiderably and pro- 
portionally at the fame diftances greater 
than it is at prefent. 

The firll part of this propofition is 
alfo evident, for if the outfalls and the 
lower parts of the channels had been 
at that time filted and choked, as they 
fince have been, the rivers above could 
not have been kept under foil, but the 
upper parts of the Level mufl have been 
continually inundated, the foil weak- 
ened and rendered fo unfound as not to 
have borne fuch timber trees, &c. as 
before mentioned. 

The latter part of the propofition is 

but as it were a corroUary to the firfl: 

part; for if there had not been a more 

quick fall for the up -land waters than 

there 
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there is at prefent the water in the upper 
part of the Level could not, have beeij 
kept fo much under foil, nor the land 
kept fo found, and dry, as it appears to 
have been. 

Sixthly, Though the lands in the up- 
per parts of the Level were lower than 
they are at prefent, fuppofe as before^ 
five feet, yet they were never hurtfully 
annoyed by the tides flowing up the 



This propofition is alfo proved, by 
the flourifhing condition of that part of 
the Level at that time. 

For though the bottom of the rivers 
were confiderably lower, than they are, 
at prefent, yet the achvity at equal di- 
ftances being proportionally greater, and 
the natural courfe of the rivers much 
curved, crooked, and winding, it took 
up fo much time for the tides to reach 
the diftant parts thereof, that by the 
time of its arrival, the tide was greatly 
R 2 fallen 
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fallen at the entrance, and the motion 
of the water upward fo abated and re- 
tarded, the fwell of it fo moderated, that 
it very feldom would rife on the mea- 
dows in the upper parts of the Level. 

Seventhly, The lands lying in the 
lower part of the Level, and bordering 
on the lower parrs of the rivers, their 
out-falls and the fea, being intirely de- 
fencelefs and unimbanked, by the con- 
ftant riling and falling of the tide waters, 
mud have been conflantly covered and 
uncovered therewith, and therefore 
mull have been in the nature of fait 
marfhes. 

Asit is evident by thofe feveral arti- 
cles found at various depths, and as 
they bordered upon the lower parts of 
the rivers, near the out-falls into the 
fea, and the tides which put up into 
thofe rivers rofe, than u ;>on the coait ; 
much in the manner which they' now 
do, and as all thofe flat countries bor- 
dering upon the great bay have their 
outfalls. 
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outfallsj and the lower parts of the ri- 
vers leading into it, if the banks bv 
which they are now defended were 
taken away, the lands would now by 
the fpring tides at leaft be overflowed 
and inundated, it is very evident, that 
when thefe lands were fourteen feet up- 
on an average lower than they now are, 
and intirely defencelefs and unimbank- 
ed, every common and ordinary tide 
muft rife above them, and flow over 
them ; fo that they muft have been con- 
ftantly and alternately covered and un- 
covered with the tides, and muft have 
been abfolutely in the nature of fait 
marfhes, and intirely unfit either for ha- 
bitation or production, or the nourifli- 
ment of any kind of wood or timber 
trees. 

Of this kind was Marfli-land, the 
lands about WiJbeach, Spalding, Bofton,- 
Holland, and the low and fiat parts of 
Lincolnfliire communicating with the 
great bay, or bordering upon the fea 
coaft:. 

R 3 Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, That the above mentioned 
marlhes and parts of the aforefaid Leve^ 
country bordering upon the bay, the 
outfalls, and the lower parts of the ri- 
vers aforefaid, were imbanked, inhabi- 
ted, and cultivated, when and whilft 
the furface of the faid country was from 
ten to eighteen feet lower than it now 
is. 

That thefe countries could not be in- 
habited, or were any way fit or proper 
for the producing, nourifhing, or fup- 
porting wood and timber trees before 
their imbankations is evident, from the 
foregoing propofition. 

That they were inhabited, cultivated, 
and improved, whilft the foil and fur- 
face remained fo much lower than it is 
now, as plainly appears, by the afore- 
faid articles difcovered about Bofton 
and Spalding in Lincolnlhire, and near 
Magdalen in Marlh-land in Norfolk. It 
necelFarily follows therefore, that thofe 
<;puntries were originally imbanked, in- 
habited. 
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habited, and cultivated when and whilft 
the furface thereof was from ten to fe- 
venteen or eighteen feet lower than it 



Ninthly, That the original imbanka- 
tion of thofe marlhes and flats before 
mentioned, bordering upon the coaft 
and bay, the out-falls and lower parts 
of the rivers, was a workof die Romans. 

That the original inhabitants where 
an hardy, ignorant fort of people, moft- 
ly content with fuch uncomfortable ac- 
commodations as nature afforded them, 
and no way inclined to enter into any 
great and confiderable attempts for im- 
provements, is very evident, by the ac- 
count given of them in Baker's Chroni- 
cle ; for which (fee pages 5 and 6.) 

And in a letter to Sir Chriftopher 
Wren, by Mr. Woodward, concerning 
fome antiquities difcovered near Bifliop's 
Gate, London, publifhed in the eighth 
volume of Leland's Itinerary, fpeaking 
^4 of 



,. Google 



248 THE HISTORY OF 

of the Britons, he fays, The Britons in 
thofe days were barbarous, and wholly 
uncivihzed ; except fome, who had ikuis 
and hides call over, them, they went 
naked, and painted their bodies with 
figures of various animals, after the man- 
ner of the favage nations ; their diet and 
method -of life was yery mean. There 
was Uttle or nothing that could claim 
the name of fcience among them : what 
they had was lodged with the Druids, 
who were the priells and philofophers 
of thofe times. 

As to the habitations and ftate of 
building amongft, the antient Britons, we 
have had of late (fays theforementioned 
autlior) fome who upon the authority 
Geoflry of Monmouth, and the heat of 
their own fancy, have talked of remains 
of Temples, and other noble ftrudures 
of the Druids. 

Vhercas in reality the Romans at their 

defcent here found nothing that carried 

the appearar.ce of a building, no not one 

ilone 
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flone upon another nor fo much as a 
brick in the whole ifland. 

From what has been faid of the anti- 
ent Britons, there does not appear to be 
the lead reafon to fuppofe, that they ever 
attempted the undertaking any fuch kind 
of work as the original imbankationr of 
thofe marfhes; but had contented thera- 
felves to take nature as they found it, 
without fatiguing themfelves, with the 
labour of making improyements : That 
the Romans were in many parts of the 
Great Level, and were employed in 
fubduing the inhabitants of that coun- 
try, and executing fome confiderable 
works therein, their coins found in fe- 
veral parts of the Great Level, and the 
caufeway fuppofed to be made by the 
emperor Severus therein, as before re- 
cited, do plainly manifeft. 

And as they were an induftrious, di- 

fciplined people, ambitious of grand and 

magnificent works, and brought over 

large armies, which they employed in 

making 
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making roads and caufcways in other 
parts of the ifiand, it is very reafonabie 
to fuppofe, that when they cafl their 
eyes upon fo large a traft of land as the 
marlhes muft appear to be, lying open 
and defencelefs againfl the tides and 
fea, which their wifdom and fagacity 
would inftigate them to improve, that 
they would foon be induced to fet about 
fopromifmg a work, as theimbankation 
of thofe marfhes mull appf ar to them to 
be, which lying at fo great a diftance 
from the upper part of the Level, which 
was then in fo flourilhing a condition, it 
m all probability was not confidered, or 
indeed it might not be at all apprehend, 
ed, how it would be affefted thereby. 
It is therefore moll reafonabie to believe, 
that the original imbankation of the 
marlhes was a work of the Romans. 

Tenthly, That thofe works done by 
the Romans of imbanking the marlhes, 
and the lower parts of the rivers leading 
through the Great Level, and the con- 
tiguous countries, were the primary 
and 
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^nd original caufe of the continued in- 
undating, overflowing, and furround- 
ing the laid Level. 

The rivers being thus naturally deep 
and quick, when any land floods hap- 
pened, the waters would not often, 
(only when they were very confider- 
able) rife out of the channel in the u|>- 
per parts of the Level, but would be 
paffed off with celerity through them to 
the more low parts, where meetingwith 
the influx of the tides, they would be 
raifed out of the channel on to the 
raarflies and the lands contiguous or 
immediately above them : from whence 
in the time of ebbs it would defcend 
with great force and rapidity, both 
through the rivers and over the whole 
furface of the marfiies, or through large 
creeks and gullies njade therein, into 
the fea. 

And in extraordinary land-floods, 

when the waters were raifed out of the 

phannel in the upper parts of the Level, 

aqd fpread over the lands lying upon 

the 
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the margin of the rivers, in the manner 
of the up-land meadows, it would not 
long continue there, but by the natural 
declivity of the country, would! loon 
fall down to the lower parts thereof, in 
the fame manner as they do from the 
upper land meadows, without (laying 
to do them any prejudice or hurt. 

And as this was the natural courfe 
and mode of the waters and land-floods, 
pafling through and over the upper parts 
of the Great Level, as well as all fuch- 
like lands, before the imbankation of 
the marlhes adjoining thereto, it is evi- 
dent from 'reafon, as well as from fa£l, 
thatthofe lands could not then be hurt- 
fully annoyed, or long overflowed, or 
furroundcd thereby. 

But when thofe marflies, to recover 
them from the fea, and todefend them from 
the upland waters, without which they 
could not be made habitable or profita- 
ble, were inclofed with banks, then the 
land floods would be interrupted andilop- 
ped 
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ped in their progrefs and delcent to- 
wards the fea, and being dammed up by 
thofe banksupon the furface of the lands 
lying immediately above them, and be- 
ing left to find their way into the ocean, 
as the force of gravity directed them, by 
the confined channels of fuch rivers as 
they could get into, or fuch other paf. 
fages as they naturally found out, or 
made for themfelves; and being con- 
llantly augmented and increafed by the 
waters brought down to them by the up- 
per part of the channels, they would lie 
long upon the lands, foften and difolve 
its natural foil, and mixing it with the 
fullage and mud brought with them in- 
tirely alter its nature and compofition, 
and from fruitful paflurage turn Che faid 
lands into a wildernefs of reeds and 
rufhes. 

And as thefe grew up, the waters 
would be more and more obllru61ed, 
and the lands be more and more inun- 
dated, annoyed, and furrowided ; and 
the rivers wanting their proper fupply 
of thofe waters, would be continually 
decaying ; 
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decaying ; till at laft the country woiild 
be turned into an horrible deep fen, fucH 
as St. Guthlac defcribes the Great Level 
in his time to have been. 

Though it is difficult to trace the prai 
grefs and gradations by which this great 
change was brought about, yet as Marfh- 
land in particular, could not be fecured 
from the up-land floods, fo as to be made 
profitable and habitable, without being 
defended by banks therefrom, as well 
as from the ocean, it is highly probable 
that thofe floods were kept off at firft by 
an imbankment of the old courfe of the 
river from Wiflieach to Littleport, or at 
leaft the rnoft confiderable part thereof; 
the effeft of which I apprehend would 
be the overflowing and furrounding of 
that part of the Level lying along and 
immediately above the faid antient courfe 
of the river, from Well to Littleport: 
and this annoyance would at firft, be id 
degree and continuance greater, or lefs 
according to the longer, or fliorter, con- 
tinuance of the wet or the dry fcafons 
fucceeding the inundations. 

Bu£ 
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But that fuch imbankation made 
for the fecurity of Marfliland from 
the land-floods, muft have had the 
effe£l before defcribed, I think is ve-i 
ry eafy to be apprehended and allowed* 
and therefore it may fairly be faid, 
that the imbankation of the marlhes 
and the lower parts of the rivers 
were the primary and original caufe 
of the inundating the Great Level. 

As the waters which fo inundated 
thofe parts of the level, had then per- 
haps no other way to pafs to the fea* 
but through the channel of the old 
river, and they were continually fup- 
plied, and as it were fed by the ri- 
vers above them, they muft, as has 
been before obferved, lie long upon 
the lands ; but the channel of the ri- 
ver fo long they could get free accefs to 
it, being coniliantly fupplied thereby, 
would yet be preferved deep and 
good: but as the foil fo altered would 
be naturally addifted to reeds and 
rufhes, and to the fupport of alders 
and other aquatic plants or trees, ma- 
ny 
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ny of which might pollibly be left 
fianding by the Romans, which increa- 
ing with the reeds, rufhes, would in 
time obftruft the land-floods from get- 
ting to the rivers, by which means the 
Level would become more and more 
annoyed, and the waters being thus flop- 
ped and interrupted in their paffage to 
the rivers, they would for want of a pro- 
per fupply of back water begin to de- 
cay, fo that in time every thing would 
contribute and concur as it were in the 
bringing on a general inundation and 
furrounding. 

That feveral parts of the Level were 
encumbered with reeds and alders, 
which in fome places ferved for the har- 
bour and flielter of deer, and were a 
part of the king's forell, appears from a 
prefentment made the 24 E. I. in the 
year 1305, in which it is fet forth : 

That the tenants of the abbots of. 
Ramfey in th;; town of Ramfey ; and 
the tenants of the abbot of Thorney in 
Whittlefea, 
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Whittlefca had wafted all the fen o^ 
Kingfdelf of the aldere, haflJjcks, and • 
rufhes, eftimated at a thoufand acres 
fo that the king's deer could not have 
harbour there, as they had before 
that perambulation, (fee Dugdale, page 

367O 

As, after the Level became inundat- 
ed, and the waters were hindered in ~ 
' their free defcent towards the fea, it 
became necelTary to contrive drains and 
fewers for the relief and exficcation 
thereof, in tlie Saxon times, when the 
Ifiand became divided into fevefal 
kingdoms, of which this Level was 
a part of one, and a great part of it 
became inverted in the hands of b;lh- 
ops, abbots, priors, and religious houfes, 
many fchemes and methods wert- con- 
trived by each of them for the im- 
provement of their feveral eltates. 

And many drains and fewers were "^ 

made for their relief; and as Wifbtach 

was then looked upon as the great, 

and perhaps the only, outfall for the 

S waters 
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wa^ra of the ■ Great Level, all the 
fewers and drains were contrived and 
made to lead and convey the . waters 
thereto: which in all probability was 
then for want of a proper fupply of 
back water, come into decay, and 
not pafling the waters off fo readily 
as they deGred, for the more fpeedy 
and efifediual relief of that part of the 
Level about Littleport, Well, Mancy, 
Mepal, Sutton &c. they found means 
of turning the waters of the Great 
Ouze from Littleport by Rebeck into 
the Ouze parva, to lead them to an- 
other outfall at Lynn: Thereby great- 
ly accelerating and in time complcat- 
the ruin of the original outfall at 
Wifbeach; for that growing by the 
means a"bove mentioned, into more 
hafty decay, (in the ii of E. III.) in 
the year 1336, it was prefented, that 
the ftream of the water called Wcl- 
lenhee, which had been ufed to run 
towards the fea, under the fea bank 
of Walfoken, where it had made So 
great a depth and HoUownefs that 
'the 
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the lands in that town had a fufSci- 
ent evacuation of their waters to the 
Tea thereby, being at the fuit of the In- 
habitants of the counties of North- 
ampton, Cambridge, Huntingdon and 
Lincoln, made to the king, and judge- 
ment of his court, diverted to- 
wards Wiggenhall, by Well dam, the 
farids were gi-own 'to that height in 
thofe channels, wherein it had former- 
ly paiTed, that the waters of the faid 
• town of Walfoken, could not drain 
any longer that way -, by reafon of 
which no lefs than three hundred a- 
cres of ground fowed with winter 
corn were in the feventh year of the 
reign of the faid king Edward III. 
overflowed and drowned, fee Dugdale 
page 256. 

As by the prefentment it appears, 
that it Was at the fuit of the inhabi- 
tants of the feveral counties before 
ftientioned, that the waters of Wel- 
lenhee, aS they were then called, 
S 2 were 
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were diverted from their antient out- 
fall at Wifbcach, and turned to another 
at Lynn, it muft be fuppofed that the 
latter at that time muft have been the 
deeper and better of the two : and 
coijfequently . that the former had fuf- 
fercd decay, as it had aiitiently been 
the only confiderable one ; and the 
latter muft have been greatly improved, 
as it formerly had been a vftry fmall 
and incpnOderable one. Which divcr- 
fion of the viraters by Well dam to- 
wards Lynn, being then in the ii 
of E, 111. fpoken of as a thing formerly 
done, and as the channel at Lynn muft 
be fuppofed to be at that time lufEcient- 
ly capacious, deep, and fit to carry 
diem off to fea ; or otherwife it muft 
have been very imprudent and abfurd, 
to have expcfcled fuch a relief by fuch 
a diverfion. 

And as that channel, before the .time 
of the turning the waters of the great 
Ouze that way, was a very Imall 
and inconfiderable one, fo thofe wa- 
ters 
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ters mufl: have diverted and turned 
from Littleport down into that chan- 
nel long before, and in very early 

times. 

And as it is evident in this inftance 
what a pernicious efFe6i to llie chan- 
nel the diveriion of the waters out 
this antient courfe of Walfoken, which 
was alfo a part of the old channel, 
produced, it will be eafy to conceive 
what prodigious hurt the channel and 
outfall of Wilbeach mufl have receiv- 
ed by the diveriion of the Great 
Ouzc; to -which the diverfion of the 
waters from Walfoken by \^ ig^nhall 
to Lynn, alpj fucceedin^, thefe two 
alterations mufl. be looked upon as the 
great caufes of the bane and ruin of 
^e antient &nd original outfall at 
Wifbeach, 

I have been the longer upon this 

head, not only as it was a principal 

point, but as I was willing to (hew in 

general the gradations by which the 

S 3 Level 
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Level feems to have become tptall}; 
and conftantly furroundcd, and the 
antient river at Wifbeach brought in- 
to a ftate of decay : without fuch vi- 
olent commotions in nature as this 
Illand does not fcem to be common- 
ly addicted to: and which we have 
no Warrant from hiftory to fuppofe; 
I Ihall therefore now proceed. 

Eleventhly, To (hew that the coun- 
try about Boilon and Spalding in Lin- 
cblnfliire, as well as Marfliand in Nor- 
folk, and probably divers other parts 
of the marfhcs, which were originally 
gained from the fea and imbanked 
bv the Romans, after they had been 
ij.ij.ibifi'd, cultivated, improved, and 
iir Ipme parts planted, were either 
wholly, or a great part thereof, by 
fome great and extraordinary breach 
of the fea banks, or the banks made 
for defending; them from the land-floods, 
or both, inundated, and lay depopulated 
and waite for ibme confiderable fpace 
of time ; in which they became railed 
by 
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by the filt of the fea waters, and by 
the fullage, and foil of the frelhes meet- 
ing therewith much higheri than they 
were originally, or at the time of 
their firfl imbankation and cultiva- 
tion, till at length by numerous fuc- 
ceeding accidents . of that kind they 
came to be raifed as they now are 
from ten to fixteen or eighteen feet 
in fome places higher than they were 
at the time of the firfl imbankation. 

That the country about Bofton, and 
Spalding- and fome parts of MaHh -land, 
at leaft was inhabited^ cultivated, and 
planted, when its furface was from ten 
to fixteen or eighteen feet lower than it 
is at prefent, is evident from thofc feve- 
ral articles before mentioned; which 
were found at thbfe dephts under the 
prefent foil. . (fee propofition 8) 

That this mull have been after the 
imbankation, is manifeil, from propofi- 
tions the 7th and 8tb. 

They 
S4 
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That they were inundated and depo- 
pulated, either wholly, or in part, by 
fome great and fudden irruption and 
breach of the fea banks, or the banks 
made for defending them from the land- 
floods, or both, is highly probable. By 
the many inftances of fuch like breaches 
in the fea banks having happened in the 
neighbourhood of Boflon, about Wif- 
beach, and in Marlh-land; fome of 
which have been already mentioned in 
thisdifcourfe; to which may be .added 
the following relations to be met with in 
Dugdale. 

In the 15 E. I. in the year 1286, (fee 
page 11) where fpeaking of Holland 
in Linccdnlhire, he fays, thqre was a 
great inundation in thofe parts ; at which 
time the moft-of Bolton was drowned, 
and the monaftery of Spalding fuffered 
great lofs. 

In the time of Edward III, it was pre- 
fented by the jurors, that a certain bank 
extending from Tcrrington to the gutter 

of 
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of Walton, called Nob'eche-gole, was 
much torn by the raging of the fea. 

And in the year 1613 'the 11 J. I.) 
• on the firfl: of November, happened a 
very great breach of bank, and dread- 
full inundations of the fea, which is re- 
corded in the church of Wilbeach, up- 
on the Eaft wall of the South aile, and 
of which the jurors for the hundred of 
Freebridge in Marlh-land, prefented at 
King's Lynn, on the gth of December, 
the fame year. 

That four hundred rods of a fea bank 
belonging to the town of Terripgton, 
were ruinated by the rage of the fea 
that happened at the time before men- 
tioned. 

And that there were at that time loft 1875 
flieep, amounting to the fum of h. 458 p „ 
Great cattle 120 valued at 322 o „ 
Corn lowed in the field 4801 ^^ ^ ^ 
I. per acre. J 



acres at 30s. per 
Hay loft in the i 
barns to the value of j 



Hay loft in the field and; ^^ ^ ^ 

Com 
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Com in bams to the value of 700 o ot 
Grafsinthefieldstothevaiue of5oo o a 
Dwelling houfes utterly ruin- 
ed and wafted in number 13 
And 14a Dwelling houfes 
impaired to the value of looo 00 

fiedding and other houfehold 
fluff loft to the value of 40 o o> 

In this diftrefs the people of the 
town fled to the church for refuge, 
fome to hay-ftacks, fome to the baulks 
of the houfes, till they were nearfamilh- 
ed ; poor women leaving their children, 
fwimmiiig in their beds, till good people 
venturing their lives went into the wa-^ 
ter to fetch them out at the windows* 
whereof Mr. Brown the minifter did 
fetch feveral to the church upon his 
back ; andhad it not pleafed God to move 
the hearts of the Mayor and Alder- ' 
men of King's-Lynn with , compaC; 
fion, who fent beer and provifions 
thither by boats, many muft have pe- 
rifhedjwhich boats came the direft way 
over the foil from Lynn to TeiriDg- 
ton. 

It 
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It was at that time alfo prefented, 
a creek which now runs uhder Ter- 
rington bank, and underneath them, 
hath within four or five years laft 
paft run half a mile off, and that a- 
bout twenty years -fince it did run 
about a mile oiF. 

That they think that the approach 
of the faid creek is the greateft caufe 
of the decay and overthrow of the 
faid banks ; and at this prefent, the 
faid creek runs where banks have 
lately flood ; being twenty four foot 
deep at low water. 

And that by the faid outrage there 
are four other great creeks worn in 
the whole ground to the townward, 
where there was corn ' reaped the la-ft 
harveft ; whereof two of the faid creeks 
arc four fcore foot broad each, and 
near tl^irty foot deep, and are worn 
to the townward within ten rods of 
die Indyke. by the reflowing and ebb- 
ing of the waters from out of the 
town to feaward ; and that thofe creeks 
were fo worn within the fpace of for- 
ty eight hours 
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It was alfo pref;;nted, that there 
had been four fcore arid two rods of 
bank made very flrongly with lime 
and ftone. which cofl at the firft mak- 
ing between fixteen and twenty pounds 
per rod j and oibers which within 
fifty yeare lall pail coll making two 
thoufand and twenty pounds, and that 
nine fcore rod, part thcrciif, which had 
for twenty years la!L been made with 
earth, ftraw and wood, at four pound 
per rod per annum; which is for eve- 
ry year feven hundred and twenty 
pounds : 

That there were other fix rods of 
ilone wall made, which coft two 
hundred pounds ; the yearly repairs of 
which for the fpace of twelve or 
fourteen years lall pall coft two hun- 
dred pounds per annum : 

They alfo prefented, that the fait 
marfhes of Terririgton were cxceediHg- 
ly worn away; That the lung's majef- 

ty 
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ty hadlol a piece of marlh called the 
Gon^e marlh, containing about three 
hundred acres, bt fides one hundred 
acres of other marfhes irrtirely loft 
in thirty years tim^^; Which marfhes 
they fuppofe were loft by the ebbing 
and flowing of the fea into the creeks, 
wearing them larger and deeper for 
want of dams to prevent ti^ ebbs 
froni running out. 

It was lilcewife prefented, that the 
waters of Win>each and Elm, had an- 
tiently fallen to the four Gotes, as 
they then did, and from thence in 
the memory of man, more than a 
mile oflF Terrington banks; And as it 
is very probable that in antjent time 
they have fallen to the fea much 
farther off. 

And in their opinions, upon their 
view taken, they thought they might 
at that time be carried a nearer way 
to the fea; viz. from the four Gotes 
aforefaid, over Tyd marlh and Sut- 
ton 
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ton marflies into a creek there called 
King's creek, and there to fall into 
the deep called Sutton's leam, and fo 
to the fca; which is a fliortet courfe 
for the river by fix miles, and had a 
much better outfall; 

The damages mentioned in this pre- 
fentation relate only to the town of 
Terrington; but the like damages and 
ioHes happened at that time to all the 
other towns ofMarfhland; to the a- 
mount in the whole of thirty five 
thoufand, eight hundred^ and thirty 
four pounds. 

I have been the more particular in the 
foregoing relation, becaufe it not only 
fliews the great calamities which fuch ac- 
cidents have occafioned ; but it alfo de- 
fcribes the manner in which the tides 
ind ebbs operate upon the marflies, over 
which they flow and reflow ; and gives 
fomething of an idea of the antient fl:ate 
and coUrfe of Wifbeach river, and the 
way 
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way in which it formerly pailed to fea. 
To which, an obfervation may be ad-- 
•ded, that nature was not then carryingon, 
nor pertiaps ever has been a regular and 
conilant retreat of the fea from the coaft, 
but if in one place there has been a re- 
treat, in other neighbouring places there 
has been as great an advance; infomuch 
that if on 'the one fide, land has been re- 
coveredi on the other not only land has 
been loft, but churches and houfes have 
been takena way and fwallowed "up ; ac- 
cording as the courfe of the channels 
have been obftruSed or altered by 
fuch accidents. • 

To fhe foregoing accounts I Ihall add 
that in the year 1619, (17 J. I.) the Com- 
milfioners of Sewers fetting at Peter, 
borough, and having in confideration 
tbe fetting up a fiuice at the Horfe- 
(hoe, the jury being divided in opinions, 
application was made to the lords of the 
Council to acquaint them therewith. 

Upon' 
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Upon which the inhabitants of Marlh- 
land exhibited a petition to that honour- 
able board, imploring their care for the 
fafety of that country ; and intimating 
that the building of that intended lluice 
would be an apparent overthrow there- 
of. 

In confequence of which reprelenta- 
tion, Mr. Henry Kirvell, Mr. Robert 
Balam, with fome others, were com- 
miffioned, to take a view of the dan- 
ger of this country on Terrington 
fide; by the fretting of the channel 
as ' it then ran : who accordingly did 
yiew.thc fame, and certified, that the 
channel of frelh waters did very much 
hurt to Terrington, and the whole coun- 
try of Marih-land ; and that by convey- 
ing more waters that way, the whole 
country would be indangered ; and there- 
fore for the greater fafety thereof, they 
were of opinion, that a new cut, made 
from the four Gotes over Tid and Sut- 
ton marflies into King's Creek, would 
be the beft iffue for thofe waters. 

The 
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The river Nene being brought frona 
Peterborough to Guyhirn between fuf- 
ficient banks, for the better grinding oi" 
the out-fall ; and that the river fliould 
be cut ftraight from the Horfe-fhoe to 
the four Gotes. (fee Dugdale. page 282.) 

As it appears by the foregoing ac- 
counts that thofe marfhes. which were 
originally gained from the fea, have in 
later times fullained great damages, 
fome of which have been almoft fuf- 
ficient to depopulate confiderable parts 
of them, and as the phaenomena and 
difcoveries before Xpoken of, evince 
that they have been liable to, and 
have fuffered. fuch like calamities in 
more early times; but yet after the 
cultivation and improvement thereof, 
fo the great accretion and increafe of 
the foil, and great advance of the fur- 
face of thofe countries, plainly evince 
that there muft have been a time fincc 
their firft recovery and cultivation, in 
whicb fome fuch like accidents have 
not 
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not only overwhelmed and depopu- 
lated them; but they muft for fomc 
confiderable fpace of time have laid 
inundated and dc folate, before they 
were again recovered and inhabited. . 

It is probable that they were ori- 
ginally inhabited, cultivated and im- 
proved by the Romans, who being 
at the pains of recovering thepi from 
the fea,, would mofl likely be inclin- 
ed to cultivate and improve them, 
to make them profitable, by way of 
rccompence for their labour, and this 
Teems agreeable both to the difpofition 
and produce of tholj; indiiftrious apd 
entcrprifing people. 

For after the draining of the Pomp- 
tine ma-rlhes in Italy about the year 
593 after the building of Rome, before 
they entered this Ifland, where in all 
likelihood they had learned die art of 
improving Marfli-land; the country- 
people, allured by the richnefs of the 
j£bi], fettled themfelvcs tJiere in fudi a- 
bundance, 
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bundance, that there was faid to be 
not long after three and twenty tours 
to this place ; it being a land capable 
of many thoufand hufbandmen. 

It is therefore very probable, that 
being allured by the fruitfulnefs of 
the foil of the marlhes, recovered hy 
them in this Ifiand, they might make 
a very rapid progrefs in the improve- 
ment thereof; and being inhabited 
by them for near two hundred years, 
it might have been left by them, or 
at leait have been made by them, a 
very flourifhing country. 

But their divifions and diffradions at 
home calUng them away, and they tak- 
ing many of the civilized Britons along 
with them, and the country being in- 
volved in wars with the Scots and PiS.s, 
before they called in the Saxons to theiif 
aid, who at firfi, being employed in thofc 
wars, and fettled in other parts of the 
, Great Level above them, being long 
T 2 ncgledec^ 
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negle£led, and little regarded, the banks ' 
of the former, and rivers and drains of 
the latter, would of courfc fall injo decay 
and both would become dcfolate, and 
lye As it were wild, and loft, until things 
were more fettled, and the Saxons had 
eftablifhedthemfelves, and planted their 
feveral kingdoms therein ; which they 
would then begin to improve by fuch 
methods as were moft agreeable to the 
foil, the nature, and fituation thereof; 
and to their works it is moft reafonable 
to impute the regaining, and improving 
of the marflies; as, to the number of re- 
ligious houies in time rifing up, may be 
afcribed the moft early attempts for the 
recovery and improvement of the upper 
parts of the Level, which being at firft 
partially, and perhaps only temporarily, 
annoyed, by die works of the Romans, 
foon after totally became a deep and hor- 
rible fen. 

FINIS. 
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Embellifhed with fice C O P P E R -P L A T E S, 

Price feven SHILLINGS and S I X-P E NCE, in boara*; 

The Hiftory of the CIVIL WARS between YORK. 

and L AN CASTER: Comprehending the Lives of E D- 

WARD the fourth and his brother RICHARD the third. 

The former part written .by the late 
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MDCCXCin. 

/« ihe Pfe/i, and_^eedily will it PMiJhtd; Ilhfiretid 'with plate'. 

A PHILOSOPHICAL TREATISE 

On RIVERS; 

The Principles of Draining, the Cleanfmg of Harbours, and 
the Operation of the T i d ei, with an introduAory Difcourfe on the 
Vii iniTtiit ; the dlential and fpecific Properties of Bodies ; the 
principles of Gravitation, AtCraftion and Repullion ; the Law( 
of Motion, &c. 

Being an Effay for eftabliftiiog a general philofophical Theory for 
the dr»ning of Fen>, and low Lands ; ue prefervation and im- 
provement of Rivers, Harbours, Outfalls, &c. 

By the late W. ELSTOBB, ENGINEER." 

I. To explain the elTential Properties of Matter; and to 
mention the AfFeftions of Gravita tion, Attraftion, and Re- 
pulfion; and to obferve that Bodies difcover the felf-motive 
Pow£r, that their Motions are proportional to the Forces im- 
preft on them ; Momenta et Vis Jnertiz, &c. 

II. That Sir Ifaac Newton's three Laws of Motion, are 
founded upon the pajfivcneit of Matter, 
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«(traaed from Records, Manufcripts, and other auihentic Tef- 

timonies: Revifed, and Corrc^ed from the Edition of 1662, 
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Rev. GEORGE WILLIAM LEMON, 
ReAor of Geyton Thorpe, and Vicar of Eaft Walton. 

Lynh : Printed and Sold by W. Whittingham ; and may 
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RufPhead, Bedford; Gould, Spaldine ; Genn, the Lambrlnn, 
Ely, Cordran, Yarmouth j and Prefton, Bofton. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The firft Number is embelliOied with an elegant Engraved 
Plate, of the late Mr. Kinderley's various intetided Cuts for 
the better draining the Fen I^nds, biHdering on the River 
Ouze. 
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manner to what they are in Dugdale's Edition. 
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ing this Work worthy tHe approbation of the Public ; and 
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Under a Guinea and a half. , 
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